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The January 19, 1948 edition of Time Magazine has just arrived in my mail box and 

glancing thru its columns I noticed an item in the Religion section that certainly is a challenge to 

every thoughtful believing Christian.  This particular news item tells us that the famed Dr. 

Gallup has taken a poll of public opinion on religious matters. 

One of the questions asked by the Dr. Gallup poll concerned the belief in the after-life or 

life after death.  Many views were given and there was also a group who expressed their 

conviction by saying that they believed in the hereafter “as described in the Bible.”  The religion 

editor of Time apparently regards such an answer as a subterfuge and a dodging of the real issue 

for in a footnote he comments on that statement by stating, “The Bible contains no clear, 

undisputed picture of an afterlife.”  To that statement we say: “Is that so?” 

There is a challenge involved here and we intend to show you, youthful fellow-

Christians, that the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God and vice-versa.  Because the 

Time editor appeals to his knowledge of the Bible, we also shall go to the Bible and carefully 

examine the basis of our confession.  These are the facts: 

I.  Christ taught His disciples in John 14:2 that “In my Father’s house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.”  Bible 

commentators may differ on many other points, but they agree that this unquestionably speaks of 

the life of the saints in the heavenly manifestation of the kingdom of God. 

II.  Paul wrote to the Corinthian church in his 2
nd

 epistle, chapter five: “For we know that, 

if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”  The picture here is clear.  The heavenly mansions are 

distinguished there by the fact that God is present in this sense that He is forever blessing His 

chosen saints with His fellowship. 

III.  Abraham, father of all the faithful, is described in Hebrews 11:10 as looking “for a 

city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  He was a stranger and pilgrim in 

the earth.  He never found it here below but Christ tells us in the parable of the rich man and 

Lazarus that Abraham did indeed arrive there in the city of God, the object of his hope. 

IV.  We have an eyewitness account of one of heaven’s citizens as he is about to enter.  

The renowned martyr, Stephen, his body being crushed by the stones of the mob, saw the 

heavens and the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and in Acts 7:56 he 

tells us, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of 

God.” 

V.  Finally, the Holy Scriptures close in Revelation 22:14 with the promise that those 

who keep the commandments of God are distinguished by having the privilege of entrance into 

the city and “the right to the tree of life and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 

The Bible therefore, teaches us that for the faithful there is a blessed life, eternal life, 

characterized by perfect fellowship with God.  The curse of sin shall be gone and the saints shall 

live an endless life on a highly exalted plain.  This applies only to His saints.  There are others, 

not His saints, however, who attain to something else, eternal death, that state of men when they 

are banished from the presence of God to languish forever in the depths of hell.  This is also a 

fact that must be acknowledged for it is taught throughout Scripture even as the promise of 

eternal life. 



How is it that many men who are characterized by great intellectual ability fail to 

understand the plain language of the Scriptures?  We are reminded of what Isaiah said of such 

men in his day: “it is because there is no light in them” Isaiah 8:20.  For that reason intellectual 

integrity, much less faith in the promise of God, is a quality not found in the modern man. 

 

Thy Word, O Lord, is a Lamp unto my feet. 

A Light to my path always; 

To guide and to save me from sin, 

And to show me the heavenly way. 
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