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We hear much, nowadays, about the high cost of living.  It is a phrase which is found on 

the lips of nearly everyone at some time or other.  Housewives find it increasingly difficult to 

“make ends meet” on their old budgets, and must from time to time widen their budgets to buy 

the necessary food and clothing for their families, as prices continue to skyrocket.  The cost of 

necessities and luxuries alike keep spiraling upward. 

Wages, however, are also at an all-time high, and so we find very little hardship worked 

by this high cost of living.  The number of poverty-stricken people in our churches is low today.  

In general, these are prosperous times.  Everyone is working: there is very little want. 

And what is the result for the needs of God’s kingdom?  Are they met?  On the contrary, 

and shame on us that the subject must even be broached!  It seems that when God’s people are 

prospered they begin looking around at the things in the world that they would like to possess.  

Like the rich man of the parable who decided to build bigger barns so that he could hold on to 

everything his field produced, they begin looking for places to invest their money, so that they 

can save it for themselves.  And so, when the pay envelope is opened, they dole themselves 

various amounts:  so much for food, rent, clothing, miscellaneous items—and see! We can pay 

off a good deal toward that house this month.  And the purse-strings are tightened before so 

much as a thought is given to the church.  It receives what is left; and, worse yet, often with the 

excuse that—well, we aren’t in favor of all these things that cost the church so much money 

anyhow. 

You say, perhaps, “But what does this all have to do with our youth?  How does it affect 

me?”  And I answer just this: you can begin now to give generously, as you are able.  You can 

learn the meaning of giving, and the folly of laying up treasures here below.  Then, when you are 

ready to take a more responsible position in the church and the world, giving will have become 

just as much a part of you as eating and drinking.  And you will certainly experience the 

blessedness of God’s love, for “The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” 

 

“He ever gives in gracious ways, 

Whose life true charity displays.” 
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