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Dr. Alec Vidler, editor of the Anglo-Catholic British monthly, Theology, makes a 

pertinent criticism of American religion while visiting in this country.  I found his comment in 

Time, January 5, page 40, and consider them worthwhile for us to consider. 

He writes, “The first thing that has struck me is that America is now much more religious 

than Britain.  People here go to church much more, and I am told that church attendance has 

tended to increase since the end of the war.  You churches appear to be flourishing institutions, 

and they strike me, even if they do not strike you, as fabulously opulent.” 

Time’s editor remarks that Vidler found the comparative prosperity of U. S. religion 

“curiously depressing” and compares it to 19
th

 century Britain of which he writes, “All that 

business and efficiency in organizing religious services and activities served, I am sure, as a 

cushion against the hard impact of the living God.  Our churches were like comfortable and well-

managed clubs, in which we felt nicely at home, in which we felt good, in which we even wanted 

to be better, at least on Sunday evenings when singing particularly lush hymns…” 

Vidler writes about the change in modern Britain.  “While our churches are 

metaphorically if not literally falling into ruin, the disturbing and restoring presence of the living 

God is becoming an experienced reality amid the ruins.  In the U.S.A., it seems to me, the 

cushion of religious efficiency and prosperity is still doing its comfortable, but fatal work….But 

what shocks me most of all is the character of the preaching that seems to prevail in your 

churches….So far as I can ascertain, the paradigm of American preaching is: ‘Let me suggest 

that you try to be good.’  Moralistic homilies are still the order of the day. 

“Who preaches sermons that are genuine expositions of the text and sense of Scripture, 

bringing of God’s judgment and mercy upon to bear the great Biblical themes men who are dead 

in their complacency, self-confidence or pride?  Your preachers…are still advocating 

justification by works of one kind or another (maybe very orthodox or very ‘Catholic’ good 

works); they are not proclaiming the Gospel of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ….You are still 

preaching the Law, and a pretty easy going or romantic Law at that.” 

 

Rumor of War 

 

In Matthew 24:6, Jesus tells us, “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of war.” 

Very definitely that characterizes many of the news items and the subjects and the 

concern of commentators.  Marshall Tito, at a very dangerous spot, the Yugoslav border, boasts 

that he has all the necessary weapons, even the atom bomb, to carry on a war.  The question in 

Palestine is unsettled.  U.S. Marines embark for the Mediterranean.  The future of Germany 

plays an important role in the rumor of war.  Trouble in China is getting worse. 

Bevin says, according to an L.A. headline, that war with Russia is inevitable if….Russia 

continues her present attitude.  Bernard Baruch has a plan to mobilize for peace, which plan Mrs. 

Roosevelt considers the best ever under consideration.  The old adviser Baruch seems to appear 

in times of crises. 

These rumors of war make every statement of hope naive.  Some Christians, nevertheless, 

believe in a certain inherent idealism and intelligence of a sufficient number of mankind to 



prevent war.  At least it is hoped that there is a common desire to survive which will prevent a 

war which by its very nature will end war. 

War, however, is an indication of an inherent and fundamental hatred and greed.  Men 

hate war and will plan and work to prevent war.  War is the scourge of God, as He causes the 

greed of mankind to receive its wages.  Science, art, philosophy and “Christianity” cannot 

prevent God from executing His sentence upon His judgment, “the wages of sin is death.” 

It is forgotten that Jesus’ words as we quoted them are not to be compared to a prophecy 

like unto the prophecies of men.  They must be viewed in the light of Revelation, that the red 

horse follows the white horse upon which rides the Christ, and as it is the second seal, the will of 

God opened.  It is forgotten in the naïve efforts at peace that Jesus says also in Matthew 24:6: 

“for all these things must come to pass.” 

Let us hear this: “see that ye be not troubled.” 
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