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The difficulty of making comments upon current events for the Beacon Lights was 

impressed upon me as I was studying an advertisement in Time, December 8 issue, page 112.  It 

was an advertisement by Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation explaining its part in 

transportation.  The picture was fascinating.  Commercial artists are very successful in making 

their pictures so expressive, as you will also notice from the cover pictures of Time, and the 

comments that are made about them by the readers.  Some of the most important people and 

events of the week are focused to gain our immediate attention.  What particularly impressed me 

this time was not the clever arrangement of the means of transportation—the ships, trains, buses, 

cars and stratoliners—circling the globe with the dim figure of an engineer working with a 

precision instrument as the central force: but the text from Daniel xii.4 quoted in white on black 

on the top.  The text is probably more fitting than the Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation’s 

artist realized himself.  It is “Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge will be increased.” 

That is the prophecy of our day, the last days without a doubt.  You and I are living in an 

age of speed and great scientific development.  Knowledge of the world is increased, indeed.  

But the running to and fro is more applicable to the confusion and doubt and impending 

destruction in which we live.  That is clear from the context of this text in Daniel. 

This makes the task of commenting upon events very difficult.  At least for Beacon 

Lights which is a monthly.  The events must be chosen which are of more than day by day 

occurrence.  Besides between the time my comment is made and the time that the issue appears 

the entire set-up may have changed, to bring confusion of face to me sometimes, or—perhaps, 

the fame of a prophet. 

 

The Jewish Problem…. 
 

Strangely enough, there always has been a Jewish problem since God called Abraham out 

of Ur of Chaldees to go to the land of Canaan. 

Many nations have been concerned about the growth of the Jews since Egypt had the 

worry. 

Since God rejected the Jews as a nation upon their rejection of the Christ, all the efforts to 

give the Jews a homeland have failed.  The Balfour treaty was a promise never fulfilled, and the 

British are not at all in a position to do so now.  For not any of the nations singly or together 

dares to tackle the problem and settle it according to justice.  Moreover, who knows what justice 

implies? 

The United Nations gave its solution to the partition-of-Palestine problem, and the results 

trickle into our papers and sometimes make the headlines—Jews and Arabs fighting in 

Jerusalem!  In old Jerusalem! 

The situation is serious because Palestine is so strategically situated.  For an interesting 

description of modern Palestine that will arouse you to follow this drama, I refer you to the 

National Geographic of December—An Archeologist Looks at Palestine.  It causes us to look at 

current events as they should be viewed, that is, in the light of the past, and in the light of 

prophecy.  That is the slant that we have as our main interest in events. 

We ask questions at this stage of the development. 



What is the relation of this trouble between Jews and Arabs to the trouble between the 

nations of the world?  Is there something comparable in the fact that both claim it as their 

homeland?  Both are descendents from Abram.  What is the relation of this trouble to the 

development of the hatred against the real seed of Abraham?  Coincidences of names and places 

are not coincidences with God whose counsel stands from the beginning.  We know that the 

trouble is not religious yet; it concerns control of the resources of the earth.  But will the nations 

be aroused to think that the real trouble is against the real people of God? 
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