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The Golden Whip tells the story of Douwe Ates Wallinga, the proud and willful owner of 

the Free Estate near Hantum, Friesland.  His intense interest in horses and horse racing led him 

to neglect of his wife and farm.  At times he would feel sorry for his lonely wife and her concern 

over the debt into which the Free Estate was falling.  Instead of working hard on his farm, he 

borrowed money from Wilco Heerema, his friend. 

The great day in his life was that of the horse races in Leeuwaarden, where he raced on 

Prince and won the Golden Whip of Frisland. 

Douwe Wallinga left his horse racing for a time when his son, Ate Douwes was born.  As 

Ate Douwes grew up, he realized that his father cared for and spent money on his horses instead 

of his wife and farm.  Gradually he learned that Wilco Heerema was a scoundrel, but when he 

told his father, he was driven from home. 

After a reconciliation, Douwe Wallinga sold his race horses to pay the debt to Wilco 

Heerema. 

Life again ran smoothly until Ate fell in love with Janke, daughter of a common laborer.  

Again he and his father separated, and the last chapters of the book tell the fascinating story of 

their reunion. 

The book is well worth while reading from a literary aspect.  Filled with local color, it is 

of special interest to all of Dutch descent.  The character studies are excellent.  Douwe and Ate 

Wallinga become real to us as we see their pride, stubbornness, perverseness and loyalty. 

From a Reformed point of view, we can say that although the book has a religious 

atmosphere, and that Liesbeth, Douwe’s wife, found peace through studying the Bible, the 

Christianity of Ate and Douwe seems superficial.  For example, Douwe was converted without 

the Word of God or its preaching. 

The book, if read discerningly, is worth a few hours of our time: it is far better than the 

average book on the market today: and the undersigned recommends it with the given 

qualifications. 
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