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The grim years of the depression are a thing of the past.  Prosperity, which seemed to 

linger around the corner for so long, is now with us.  Business is booming: everyone has a job.  

The dark shadow of the war years is gradually fading, and the brighter lights of a wealthier, 

gayer, madder America are becoming ever more intense.  Here in America, it would seem that 

freedom from want is the most prominent of the four.  There is not only plenty of money, but 

plenty of food to buy with it. 

In a few weeks we celebrate Thanksgiving Day.  We shall sit before our over-loaded 

tables and fill our stomachs to capacity, knowing that there is more—always more; that we need 

not fear the specter of hunger.  Our hearts will be light and gay, as we gather with our loved ones 

around the festive table. 

It is hard to imagine that, elsewhere, people are starving; we cannot even picture anything 

like that, as we live in the midst of our abundance.  Yet, it is true, and we know it well. In Europe 

there is desolation and want.  There the people know what it is to be really hungry.  The simple 

things of life are not taken for granted, but are appreciated perhaps more than we appreciate our 

luxuries.  Their tables are not over-loaded, but they have known days when they were even 

emptier.  Even now, while we have so much, they know only hardship and privation. 

Do you think our brethren across the sea are not thankful?  Do you think for a moment 

that they have become stubborn and rebellious because of their lot?  Do you imagine that they 

would like to take the advice of Job’s wife “Curse God, and die,” because of the burden that is 

placed upon them?  On the contrary, the letters which many of us receive, indicate a very close 

bond of unity exists among the people of God.  There is a spirit of sharing, of selflessness there, 

which we may well imitate. 

What should this teach us?  The obvious thing, of course, is that there is much we can and 

should do to alleviate the want of our brethren in Europe.  We must not imagine that need is past, 

because we know that it is not. 

But we can derive a far deeper lesson from a comparison of this nature.  We must learn to 

give thanks always, for all things.  That is true thankfulness.  We must learn that the possession 

of worldly goods is not the yardstick with which to measure the favor of God.  Then we shall sit 

down at our full tables and give thanks, to be sure; but when less prosperous days come, when 

we too shall have to endure privation, fear and even persecution, then also we shall lift up our 

hearts in humble thanksgiving to Him Who doeth all things well. 
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