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One of my young friends has asked me a couple of questions about sex.  The first 

concerns the matter of sex-education or information in general.  The letter accompanying the 

question makes it rather plain to me what my friend has in mind.  I will try to follow the virtual 

outline of the letter. 

It is simply a fact that we are living in a world where there is something radically wrong 

with the relation between the sexes.  Educators and law enforcement officers speak of: “The 

postwar increase in sex crimes.”  Statistics prove that in spite of the “inventions” of our time 

there are still hundreds and thousands of people afflicted with venereal diseases.  And recently 

the daily papers informed us that venereal diseases in the poverty stricken European countries are 

alarmingly on the increase.  In many High Schools and Colleges in the land the faculty and the 

school authorities are confronted by tremendous sex problems.  And that there is something 

radically wrong with “sex” in our day and age is very plain from the ever increasing number of 

divorces, the wrecked homes and the wrecked bodies of men and women. 

Now, we can disregard all this and say: “That’s the world.”  This is rather naïve and that 

for more than one reason.  In the first place it is naïve because our children and young people 

live in the world as it is today.  And not all of them lead, what we might call, a sheltered life.  

Many come into contact with the filth and corruption of the world, and are often practically 

forced to listen to smutty, lurid, filthy sex talk.  But that is not the only thing: it is also a simple 

fact of the times that the sexes mingle rather freely.  (I have of course in mind the adolescent 

youth, including our own young people).  The days of grandmother and grandfather are passed.  

Besides, let us not forget sex is a tremendous power in our life, not the least in our young life.  It 

is a wonderful experience when the powers of sex awaken in the youth.  A new world, a world of 

vistas and great potentialities opens up before us.  When we are rather small, innocent children 

we are not very much self-conscious.  But presently, with the one sooner than, with the other, the 

time arrives that the opposite sex attracts us.  We build our air castles, dream our dreams, have 

our strong likes or love affairs.  Older people often smile (forgetting that they were young 

themselves) and call such love affairs “puppy-love.”  But, said the boy: “It’s mighty real to the 

puppy.” 

Should our children and our adolescent youth receive sex education?  There is but one 

answer to this question: “Yes, by all means.”  If you ask the next question: “Why?” the most 

simple answer is: “Because sex is a fact, a reality in the life of every person. Nobody is immune 

to it but everybody is confronted by the reality of sex and all that is connected with it.”  We 

cannot ignore ‘life.’  There are many things in the world you do not need to be acquainted with 

for the simple reason that it is not in your line, not within the scope of your vocation, etc.  That is 

different with sex.  This is a reality of the children themselves.  However, it is much better that 

Father and Mother make tactical mistakes than that the youth receives sex information from the 

wrong sources from crude and often filthy ways. 

We are not finished with our subject but I would like to make the following observations 

and concluding remarks for this time. 

1.  We must approach the problem of sex as a natural phenomenon.  The mysteries of sex 

and sex life are not matters to be ashamed of.  There is nothing awful or bad or sensational about 



it.  God has made man that way.  That is a fundamental principle from which we should proceed.  

Sex is not the result of sin, but a creation ordinance.  It belongs to this earthly dispensation. 

2.  Scripture is sober but frank about sex.  Oft times Bible reading will give the 

opportunity to casually make a few remarks about the actuality and the wonders of sex.  It is 

definitely wrong, as some people do, to skip certain chapters or portions in the Bible when we 

read Scripture at the table.  That shows a certain prudishness on the part of Father and Mother 

which is sinful and definitely a wrong psychology.  Sex must be treated as something “natural” 

and our children will accept it as such.  The prudishness of parents can easily lead to a reluctance 

on the part of the children which makes them ‘keep still’ toward their parents about the matter of 

sex. 

3.  Parents should try their utmost to create a confidential sphere between them and their 

children.  Children and young people often have questions to ask.  It is wrong for parents to 

ignore the questions of their children or lie about them with telling all kinds of fairy tales.  And 

as young people we should make it a point and it should be our greatest desire to first of all 

consult our parents when there are particular questions in our mind that directly refer to sex 

matters. 

4.  As young people we should be ever conscious of the fact that sex is a natural 

phenomenon.  That we were ‘fearfully and wonderfully made’ as Scripture expresses it.  We 

must ever keep in mind that God has given His laws for our every sphere of life, and that also 

includes sexual life.  Live close to Scripture, subject yourselves to the Word of God, ask Him 

that you may lead pure and clean lives, that you may be ever mindful of the fact that your body is 

a temple of the Holy Ghost.  And as we grow to maturity it also might be well to ‘read up on sex 

matters.’  Provided we read the proper material and not the sensational filth of the world.  Why 

should we be able in our physiology class to dissect the body of an animal and know next to 

nothing about the wonders of our own body? 

5.  As to the question: “When should sex education be started?” the answer is: “That 

depends on the particular individual.”  And just like with everything else, so also here, we 

gradually gain knowledge.  We need not know everything at once.  Also in this respect parents 

have a great responsibility and know the particular need of the child or the youth. 

6.  If anyone, it is the Christian who can give the necessary sex information, and it also is 

the Christian youth who can receive this information as a matter of course.  After all, the 

Christian is fully acquainted with the principles of Scripture.  He knows that he is bound by the 

seventh commandment and its wide and varied application.  We know that we owe our all to God 

and that everything must be pressed into His service.  That is also true of sex.  Sex is not there 

for the satisfaction of the flesh but for the service of God. 

P.S.—As we mentioned, we are not yet finished with this subject.  If in the meantime 

some of our young readers (or older ones), have a particular question in this connection, send it 

up to Beacon Lights.  SCHUILER must know your name, but all letters for this department, 

unless differently stated, will be treated confidentially. 
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