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The undersigned was requested to contribute an article on the subject, “What must be the 

attitude of our young people toward our mission work?” in this August “Missionary” issue of our 

Beacon Lights.  In this subject the emphasis falls, I believe, upon the work “our”—what must be 

the attitude of our young people toward our mission work? 

At first glance, we might be inclined to regard this subject as rather strange.  An attitude, 

we understand, refers not only to our personal opinion of this mission work, but also to our 

reaction.  The subject implies that we act, reflect in our walk and conduct this attitude toward our 

missionary activity.  Is this not a strange subject?  Does anyone among us doubt what our 

attitude should be, or that our attitude must be positive?  Let us understand and be deeply 

conscious of the fact that mission work constitutes the high calling of the Church of God in the 

midst of the world.  A church which is utterly or woefully lacking in missionary activity has 

thereby forfeited the very name Church.  The Lord has commanded us to preach the gospel to 

every creature and to show forth the Word of the blessed God of our salvation in Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  Hence, my negative reaction to this subject is promptly ignored by the undersigned.  

The question is not whether we shall engage in this activity, but what, positively, shall our 

attitude be? 

We should note, however, that my subject makes mention of our mission work.  This, we 

understand, refers to the missionary activity of our Protestant Reformed Churches.  I am sure that 

I am expected, in this brief article, to emphasize this aspect of the subject.  The implication is 

undeniable: as Protestant Reformed Churches we have a calling, a high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus, to proclaim the blessed truth which constitutes our Protestant Reformed heritage.  My 

subject would emphasize that we must conduct mission work as Protestant Reformed Churches; 

that we must therefore remain distinctive, refuse to be swept along by the tide of the present day 

which would unite the various churches and thereby cause the Church of God in the midst of the 

world to lose her distinctiveness and become colorless.  The truth of God’s sovereign and 

particular grace in Christ Jesus is indispensable for true missionary activity, and it is therefore 

vital and imperative that we retain our peculiar distinctiveness. 

Facing the question, “What must be the attitude of our young people toward our mission 

work?” we understand, I am sure, that mission work is, properly speaking, the function of the 

Church of God institutionally.  We must not confuse personal testimony for Christ with mission 

work.  We may and must confess the Name of Jesus before men.  Mission work, however, is 

official preaching of the Gospel by the Church through her institute, her offices.  The question is, 

therefore, not:  How must I conduct mission work?, but:  What must be the attitude of the young 

people toward the mission work as conducted by our Protestant Reformed Churches? 

Moreover, we should also be acquainted with the peculiar nature of our Protestant 

Reformed mission work.  That the gospel must be preached to all nations, and, therefore, also to 

the “heathen” we understand.  However, our churches are limited because of our numerical 

weaknesses and this must be taken into consideration.  Besides, we believe that we, in our 

mission endeavor, must proceed from Jerusalem.  This, we know, characterized the work of the 

apostles when they were sent forth by Christ to preach the gospel.  And they adhered strictly to 



the rule:  first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  Hence, we must work out from “home.”  The 

Christian Reformed Churches constitute the immediate field of our mission endeavor.  I realize 

that we are ridiculed by the Christian Reformed Churches for this stand.  This conception is 

thoroughly Scriptural, however.  Besides, the Christian Reformed Churches themselves 

proceeded from this very same principle years ago. 

What, then, should be the attitude of our young people toward our mission work? 

FIRST, and fundamentally, we must be acquainted with and love the Cause of our 

Protestant Reformed Churches.  This, I say, is of the utmost significance.  Any salesman must be 

convinced of the value of his product; we, too, must be convinced that we represent the Cause of 

the Living God.  It must be our conviction that our Protestant Reformed churches have the right 

of existence before God and that the Lord has delivered unto our churches the truth.  This can 

and must be determined.  It surely can be determined.  How many of our young people are 

acquainted with the origin of our churches?  How many of our young people are acquainted with 

1924?  What are the Three Points?  Do we know them?  Are we able to refute them?  Do we ever 

discuss them?  Are our young people strong in doctrine or are they woefully ignorant?  We are 

Protestant Reformed Churches and our young people are Protestant Reformed young people.  

What does that mean?  If we do not have the truth we do not have the right of existence.  On the 

other hand, if we do possess the truth we must proclaim it.  Let me repeat:  This is of vital 

importance.  The Church of God must proclaim the blessed gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  She 

has no other calling.  Has that truth been revealed unto us?  Does that blessed gospel constitute 

the heritage of our churches?  If so, our calling is clear:  the Lord commands us to hold forth the 

banner of His Word and truth. 

SECONDLY, inseparably connected with the foregoing, as young people we must study 

and love our Protestant Reformed Cause.  Again, I ask:  How many of our young people know 

the Three Points, and are they able to refute them?  Do we realize that such matters as the 

irresistible and sovereign bestowal of Divine grace, the utter depravity of the natural man, the 

gospel as a Divine power unto salvation rather than a Miserable offer are the issues which today 

separate us from the Christian Reformed Churches?  It is true that our churches must perform 

this mission work institutionally.  However, it is just as true that, if we are to proclaim our 

blessed truths to those outside the pale of our churches, we ourselves must present a united front.  

We ourselves must be strong if we would gain others.  We ourselves must love the truth if we are 

to continue to proclaim it to others.  We ourselves must be united.  Are we?  Do we love the 

Word of God?  Do we study that Word of God?  Do we seek, as young people, our Creator in the 

days of our youth?  How shall we continue as a truth-loving people if that truth we neglect?  I 

wish I could say that the young people of today were characterized by a passion and desire for 

the truth of the Word of God.  What must be the attitude of our young people toward this vital 

question?  I ask you, my friends:  Study the Scriptures, search diligently the Word of God, and 

become more and more acquainted with the blessed heritage of our Prot. Ref. Churches. 

THIRD, let us remember our missionaries before the throne of God’s grace in prayer.  

They need our prayers.  It is vital for them to know that they, in their tremendously difficult 

work, are being supported at home by the prayers of the people of God.  Our prayers will 

quicken them, encourage them, strengthen them.  But it is also necessary for us that we pray.  We 

pray, generally speaking, if we experience the need of prayer.  To pray for our missionaries 

implies that we are conscious of our calling as Protestant Reformed Churches to proclaim the 

blessed gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our own lives will be spiritually enriched.  The spiritual 



needs of the Church of God will find more and more a place in our lives and consciousness.  Let 

us, also as young people, develop a “missionary” consciousness. 

FOURTH, let us prayerfully examine ourselves, whether we have personally the desire to 

go forth into the Lord’s vineyard and labor in the Word of God.  To be sure, the Lord commands 

His Church to go forth and proclaim the gospel.  He also prepares the soil so that the seed sown 

will produce fruit.  However, He also calls His servants who then go forth and proceed to sow 

that seed.  And we do well to examine ourselves to ascertain whether we have the inclination to 

serve the Lord in that particular part of His kingdom.  A strong church is also a missionary 

church.  This lies in the nature of the case.  To love the truth must and will be accompanied by 

the desire to proclaim that truth.  Let us, as young people, earnestly ask the Lord to show us what 

He would have us do in the sphere of His covenant and kingdom. 

FIFTH, let us consider it our duty and privilege to contribute, also financially, to the best 

of our ability, to this great cause.  Also in this way we are able to cooperate.  Let us not bemoan 

and lament the expenses involved.  It is far better to realize that what we have is never our own 

but the Lord’s.  And let us consider it, not only a duty, but above all a privilege, to be busy in the 

Divine extension of His kingdom and covenant.  True, many of our churches are small and their 

financial burdens are not to be minimized.  Nevertheless, a greater calling the Church of God 

does not have than to let her light shine and to proclaim the blessed gospel of His sovereign 

grace.  The fields are ready for harvesting.  Shall we heed our Lord’s command? 
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