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We really have nothing.  That is, according to the usual standard of judgment, we as a 

denomination have no economic or social or political power or position.  If you look around and 

consider all things there is really nothing we can boast of or proudly point out as a matter of 

greatness.  After all, we are only twenty-three small specks in a large and vast universe; a few 

thousand people in the midst of millions.  Why should anyone take account of that handful or 

expect that they should wield any influence in this great world.  We have no imposing structures 

or big projects or programs in progress.  It’s true, there are a few among us who are building new 

edifices but it’s a struggle, and even after their completion there is nothing extraordinary or 

pretentious about them.  If we are truly objective, the only conclusion we can draw is that we 

don’t amount to much. 

It may be hard for us, and especially so when we are young, to accept that fact.  We all 

have a certain amount of idealism and pride and desire to be able to point to achievement and 

worth.  Yet, if we look around and compare, we might feel a bit ashamed of our humility and 

relative poverty.  That’s perhaps, the judgment we would come to make and begin to wonder if 

we had any right to existence at all.  Even if there are a few things we might find to point out and 

so soothe our pride, certainly no one else would be greatly impressed. 

The flesh doesn’t like to be small and have nothing to boast in.  Though essentially it 

might be a matter of pride we can also be rather pious about and maintain that even from the 

point of view of the cause which we represent it’s too bad that we don’t have more means and 

ability.  If we had more we could do so much more for God and His kingdom.  We could build 

better facilities which would attract more people; we could broaden out our radio work to reach 

from coast to coast and the islands of the sea; besides we could have several missionaries and 

spread the Truth to foreign lands. 

Yet, do you know, that even our smallness and nothingness may be a good sign.  

Certainly all of Scripture emphasizes that the flesh can avail nothing and must become nothing.  

The history of the true Church reveals that she is usually small and of no account in this world, 

according to its standards.  Scripture always teaches that the flesh must be left without glory.  

That’s the heart of our preaching and as we believe and live that it’s not too strange that we are 

nothing.  More and more it becomes evident that the time is at hand when “they will not endure 

sound doctrine” so that the prospects are not bright for the future; we may become even less. 

But…and that gives to our small nothingness true greatness…we have the Word.  You 

may object that that is no exclusive possession or peculiar characteristic.  The Bible and the 

Reformed confessions are not ours alone.  Many others still have them and preach from them.  In 

fact, there never was a time when the Bible was more widespread or religion was more popular 

than in our own day.  Yet, even a superficial examination will reveal that much of it is false and 

we alone, by the grace of God, possess and maintain the purest manifestation of the Truth.  The 

Word is really the only thing we do have and in the confidence that it is the Truth that has been 

dear to the Church of all ages we proceed in faith. 

And proceed we must.  Over against the desire for numbers, the striving after bigness, the 

false zeal and broadmindedness that marks and characterizes the modern Church, our calling is 

to hold fast that which we have.  We as young people especially, face that calling and challenge 

over against all these temptations to compromise.  In the preaching, in our catechism instruction, 



in our societies and papers, we must demand and desire the sound exposition of the Word and the 

doctrine of the Scripture.  We are the future of the Church of the Living God.  May God give us 

grace to stand fast. 

It is also evident, of course, that this has a bearing on our Missionary endeavors.  Because 

of it we need not expect great things nor need we hope for that.  We are called, each one of us, 

whether or not we are engaged in a special work of the ministry, as the Protestant Reformed 

people of God we are called as stewards of that Word and Truth which God has entrusted to our 

care.  We are not called to do great things but to remain faithful in our testimony in teaching and 

walk.  We are not called to save souls but to preach the Word.  God alone can save souls; 

preaching is our privilege.  And if men will not hear that Word we are not told to give them 

something that they will hear and accept.  On the contrary, we are explicitly told that the time 

will come when they will not endure sound doctrine and the answer is not to proclaim something 

that they will endure but to continue to preach the unadulterated truth of God’s Sovereign grace. 

People today look for results and if they are not forthcoming a movement is condemned 

as a failure.  We have nothing to do with results but do have to do with faithfulness.  The results 

always belong to God while faithfulness is our responsibility.  And only as we regulate our 

Churches and all their labors, as well as our whole life, according to that standard do we realize 

the peace and grace of God.  In His way only can we expect blessing and comfort on our way. 

Remember, we have nothing but the Word.  But that’s the most glorious heritage we 

could ever possess, for it alone is the power of God unto salvation.  Pray then, that that Word 

may be preached, in our own midst and elsewhere.  And although we need not then expect great 

things, we know that our labor is never in vain in the Lord. 
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