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Missionary endeavor which has always characterized the Church of God in the New 

Testament era.  Beginning with the Scriptural records of the missionary activities of the apostles 

as recorded in the book of Acts and continuing down through the ages, the Christian Church has 

had a continuous record of missionary endeavors.  In fact, it is possible to say that when 

missionary activity is absent, the Church has ceased to fulfill the injunctions of Christ, “Go ye 

into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

There is much these days which is called missionary activity, but which in reality, is far 

from it.  I have reference to the so-called mission programs of large bodies of nominal 

Christendom, namely, Catholicism and modern Protestantism.  The former group, mainly 

through the Jesuits, extends its activity over the face of the whole earth and with a passionate 

zeal seeks to subjugate millions to the hierarchy of Rome.  They seek mere numerical strength, 

caring nothing for the necessity of a true and sound faith in Christ alone as Mediator. 

Modern Protestantism on the other hand is also filled with a sort of zeal. a zeal to make 

converts by means of material things.  Millions of dollars in this country are expended by foreign 

mission boards to educate and train backward peoples of the earth in the glories of modern 

civilization and cultural progress.  Giving mere creature comforts to the remote peoples of the 

earth, they would have us believe that they are fulfilling the mandate of Christ.  To those who 

have the courage to oppose this social gospel they give the name of “trouble maker,” and oust 

them from their assemblies.  The irony of the situation is that the mission churches of the past 

century founded by the larger Protestant groups in the 19
th

 century often have to call on their 

spiritual mother to repent.  A case in point here is the Presbyterian churches of Oriental countries 

such as Korea, China and Japan. 

A sound and Scriptural missionary endeavor does exactly ONE thing—preach Christ, the 

power of God unto salvation.  This was the message of the apostles.  This was their Gospel and 

that always has and always will be the only true and sincere missionary endeavor.  This was the 

message that Paul proclaimed.  Does he not say in Rom. 1:16:  “I am not ashamed of the gospel 

of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation.”  The correct and true missionary endeavor 

has that mark of distinction. 

The zeal which should characterize our missionary endeavors ought to be properly 

governed and controlled.  Shall we seek to make many converts?  Shall we try to win the world 

for Christ?  Shall we lament when our missionary enterprises fail seemingly to bear fruit?  Oh, 

no!  Hearken back once more to the days of the apostles.  Filled with the Holy Spirit and 

speaking with unprecedented boldness, they preached the gospel and then Scripture tells us that, 

“The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” Acts 2:47. 

The results of the missionary endeavor then are plainly beyond human control and our 

zeal should be diverted to a much more important question.  Do we witness a true confession?  In 

all our walk of life we have a very great opportunity and privilege to witness to the fact that we 

are new creatures in Christ Jesus.  If that is our happy state, we certainly will endeavor to do 

missionary work, namely, bear witness of the power and grace of God!  Our zeal should be 

concerned therefore, with maintaining the purity of the Gospel.  In this manner only can we 

witness to the power of God. 
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