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We are aware of the fact that much attention has been given to the subject of the 

Church’s Mission by all the denominations during and after the last war.  The fields of labor are 

all over the world.  We cannot think of any place where there is not some Christian mission.  

Besides there has been immediately after the war an effort toward reviving the spirit of hope and 

of Christianity among the Japanese and the Germans.  Efforts were also made to enter Russia.  It 

is still a question to me what are the real results of all these missionary expenditures of labor and 

money?  Millions of dollars are spent and thousands of workers are sent out into the fields.  How 

can we avoid such a question, therefore, about the results?  Especially does this force itself upon 

us because of our singular interest in the prosperity and the coming of the Kingdom of God.  

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 

world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  The question, therefore, 

narrows down to a question about the efforts themselves.  Are these efforts directed toward 

preaching of the gospel of the kingdom, the kingdom of God over against the kingdom of Man 

and Antichrist?  For Jesus also warns, there shall be false Christs. 

We may ask several questions.  We may ask about the purpose or aim of the mission 

effort in general.  Is the purpose according to the commission, to preach the Gospel?  Or is the 

purpose to benefit man’s social standard of living?  Is the zeal for work a zeal of proselytism?  

That is, is it a zeal for the advancement of one’s own church, to increase the number and 

influence—a matter of self-pride? 

Answers to these questions can be given only upon an examination of the content of the 

messages of the different churches and the reports of their missionary work; whether the 

messages are the Word of God and whether the reports do not primarily interest themselves in 

the number of converts, whether there has been a door opened, that the Word has had its twofold 

effect. 

 

Our Foreign Mission Endeavor 

In the light of the absence of actual foreign mission work on our part it seems strange to 

speak of our effort in this field.  For that reason only we wish to make a few remarks about it. 

What has been our work in the foreign field? 

We have shown interest.  The prayer of our people has been for the conversion of all 

God’s people out of darkness into light.  This prayer is a very important part of our work for the 

coming of the kingdom through preaching the Word wherever it pleases the Lord to have His 

Word proclaimed. 

Moreover, discussion has taken place upon several classical and synodical gatherings.  

The last Synod decided to provide collections for foreign missions.  This is to be for some 

reputable existing foreign mission or for our own endeavor. 

If it is for an existing foreign mission we face problems.  Mission work is inseparably 

connected with a denomination’s calling to preach the Word.  If we recognize a church’s foreign 

mission work we also thereby recognize its entire official preaching of the Word.  And this 

forces the problem upon us of stating our relations toward an existing Church Institute, which so 

far forth has never been done officially. 



If we engage in that effort ourselves directly we must ask ourselves whether we have 

fulfilled our mission with time and money toward our own nation, toward the apostate church, 

toward the future church, the children of the covenant. 

These questions ought to be made and clearly answered when and if we present the cause 

of foreign missions to our people for collection at this time. 
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