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Canada has opened its doors for immigrants.  Many people from the Netherlands also 

have immigrated to Canada, or they desire to leave the old fatherland and seek a new home in the 

immensely large country of Canada, our next door neighbor.  But although millions of people 

would like to settle in Canada, only a limited number are allowed.  Besides, the prospective 

immigrants are a very select group of people and must pass an ever more stringent inspection 

before they are allowed to leave the old country and take up permanent residence in Canada. 

Are you at all interested in this subject?  You should be for a good many reasons which I 

will not enumerate at this time. 

It was my privilege to spend a few weeks in Canada, first with the Rev. B. Kok and later 

with the Rev. W. Hofman, and visit some of the immigrants that have already arrived.  I could 

tell you something about the immigration regulations as such.  That alone would be an 

interesting subject.  In fact, there is so much connected with my subject that I really don’t know 

where to start.  But seeing my space is limited I will also limit myself in this article to a 

particular phase of the immigration in which all of you should be interested, because I intend to 

talk primarily about young people. 

Perhaps it is not at all amiss if I first tell you that among the immigrants that have arrived, 

and also among those that expect to cross the ocean in the near future, there are a great many 

who hail from Reformed circles.  We as young people thought that the Dutch services for divine 

worship were almost a matter of the past.  Here in the United States that may be true, but there 

are places in Canada where they just recently have started with Dutch services.  In fact in several 

places they hold Dutch services exclusively, and I expect that in quite a few communities there 

will be Holland services for several years to come.  I can hear you say already:  “Not interested, 

we are through with the Dutch.”  Just a little patience please, do not jump to conclusions too 

quickly but continue reading this article to the end. 

A question frequently asked is:  “Why do so many people want to leave the old country?”  

Some would answer this by saying:  “Because they are so poor over there.”  Now, that is not true 

at all!  It is true, there are a lot of common laborers who seek a new home in Canada, but there 

are also a good many people coming to the shores of Canada who do not have to leave the old 

country because they are so poor.  Among the immigrants you find many people who had a 

prosperous life on the farm in the Netherlands, or who held good positions.  In fact the majority 

do not have to leave at all because of poverty.  Most of the immigrants do not only pay their own 

way across but they also leave possessions behind in the form of land, real estate, money, bank 

accounts, etc.  Why do they leave then?  The great majority leave the old country because they 

believe that there are ever so many more opportunities in Canada than in the Netherlands.  They 

all say:  “There is no future in the Netherlands, our children cannot find a home to live in, they 

cannot find land to farm; even with a splendid education there are not enough jobs or positions 

available.  The Netherlands is overcrowded, taxes are extremely high and the entire economic 

life is regimented.”  And don’t forget either that there are many young married couples that leave 

for the shores of Canada.  As one young man expressed it to us:  “We wanted to get married but 

could not find a place to live anywhere.  Perhaps we would have to wait fifty years before we 

would have found a place, and that is too long to suit us.”  Can you blame them? 



As I mentioned already, a lot of these people are of Reformed persuasion.  And we might 

mention here, it is rather remarkable that the Reformed people in the Netherlands take the 

initiative as far as immigration is concerned.  Thus it was also a hundred years ago, and even 

during the last hundred years many Reformed people came to the shores of America. 

Let me also mention in this connection that with many there is an element of fear for 

Russian communism that prompts them to leave the place of their birth. 

Have you ever thought about what a tremendous undertaking it is to immigrate to another 

country?  Yes, indeed, it is quite an undertaking and not the least for young people.  You must 

also take into consideration here that the people who emigrate from the Netherlands leave behind 

a beautiful little country which has a rich history and heritage. 

Let me tell you a little about some of the problems of these young people.  I know there is 

a certain type of young people who like adventure.  Now, to emigrate certainly has adventures in 

it.  But they are not all this superficial type of youth.  Most of the young people coming across 

the sea belong to the average type of youth.  They like a trip, they like to see new things, they 

love a sea voyage, but after all is said and done they love the home surroundings to which they 

are accustomed.  Have you ever been away from home for a few months?  Then you also know 

how much you appreciated to come home again and be amongst your own friends and 

surroundings which make up such a great share of our life.  But even when you went away it was 

but for a little while and wherever you went you could use the English language.  How altogether 

different with the young people who immigrate to Canada.  They come here to stay and are 

strangers in a strange land where there is a mixture of nationalities and where the people speak a 

strange language.  Their entire life is uprooted and they are literally transplanted.  They leave 

their friends, their intimates, their church, societies, their work, habits of living, and now they 

must adjust themselves in a new world among people they don’t know and cannot even 

understand.  Oft times embarrassing situations develop due to the fact that they cannot speak 

English and don’t know the customs of the land.  They have to learn by trial and error, which is 

especially a hard grind for sensitive natures.  I assure you, young people, that your “cousins” 

immigrating to a strange country must go through a tremendous period of adjustment.  (That’s 

one of the reasons why old people are such poor immigration material, they are not pliable 

enough).  To be and feel like a stranger in a strange land is not an easy matter, and I certainly 

sympathize with a good many of those immigrants.  Perhaps you say:  “But they’ll find work, 

they’ll earn money, eventually they’ll learn the language well, etc.”  That is all true and well, but 

it is not easy and there are those who shed many tears in the new world.  The past is irrevocably 

cut off, and they must in every way and in every sense of the word make a new beginning in a 

new world.  They cannot continue their living as in the past, everything is new and strange.  And 

all things, life itself, will never be the same again. 

You are wondering how they make out?  That all depends, and there is a great difference.  

Some young people can rather easily adjust themselves.  They look for new interests and new 

friends, and are able to find them.  Others, for a long time, have that strange, isolated, lonesome 

feeling, and although they bear with the situation, something nice, something loved, something 

beautiful, is broken in their lives.  Still others work hard to try and fill the gap as soon as possible 

with interests that approximate as nearly as possible the things they loved in the old country.  But 

there are also those who seem to have broken loose and try to fill the vacuum of their life with 

worldly amusements and the like.  There are even those who fall entirely by the wayside, and 

presently the word goes back to relatives and friends in old country:  “He or she loves the present 

world.” 



I really was to write about mission work in Canada but wandered away from my subject.  

Let me close with some mission thoughts. 

It is my personal conviction that as churches we have a task to fulfill among those 

thousands of Reformed immigrants who are of the same blood and spiritual background as we 

are.  We have a wonderful truth to preach to them.  Let us get to work, let us try to draw them to 

us and instruct them in the doctrine so dear to all true Reformed people.  It is our calling to also 

witness among them.  And if the Lord gives us an open door it will be the distinguished privilege 

of our missionaries to also draw and lead and guide these young people in their new country.  It 

will be their privilege to help them in their period of great adjustment, to advise and succor them 

in the trying time of transition.  All this calls for faith, courage, love and sympathetic 

understanding.  Just this morning I received a letter from a fine young fellow from the old 

country, a serious minded boy, asking for advice, for contact, for a visit from one of our 

ministers when he presently arrives in Canada (which will be in the month of August). 

Will you help this cause along?  Be sympathetic toward your, in many respects, less 

fortunate young fellow Christians.  Pray for them and be interested in them.  Why not talk these 

things over in your societies.  There are many phases to this problem.  If you show interest in this 

cause and in the welfare of these young people I have been writing about, you’ll find it 

instructive, enlightening and edifying to discuss the subject of immigration in your meetings.  

And your own life will be enriched; your horizon will be broadened. 

Will you promise me to give this matter some thought?  And if you can help some of 

these young people in any way at all with writing letters or by any other means, be sympathetic 

and do your share.  Besides, appreciate your spiritual heritage and remember the struggle of your 

forebears who came to the shores of this country as pioneers and prepared for you and handed 

down to you the temporal abundance and the rich spiritual heritage which is yours today.  

Furthermore, remember also that the struggle of your newly arrived “cousins” is not first of all a 

question of material things and primitive conditions and surroundings, but theirs is a spiritual 

struggle to maintain themselves as Reformed people in a world which does its utmost to swallow 

them up spiritually and cause them to drift away from the God of their fathers. 
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