
Progress… 
Unknown 

 
With this issue of Beacon Lights we have been appointed by the Federation Board to 

prepare the editorials for the issues of the coming season.  Having certain sentimental 

attachments to Beacon Lights and the cause for which it stands, I am glad to be in a position 

where I may, perchance, be of some assistance.  We hope that our paper will continue to develop 

along the lines of the present trend and that the influence of this paper will be felt in greater 

measure among our young people. 

We had the distinction of being involved in the founding and organization of Beacon 

Lights some seven years ago and there are certain recollections that come to my mind at the 

present time.  Bringing Beacon Lights into being was not an easy task and it required 

considerable planning and organization before the staff was able to produce the first issue of this 

paper.  A plan to defray expenses had to be devised, a format had to be prepared, a staff had to be 

provided, subscriptions had to be solicited, suitable cuts and photos had to be made and system 

provided for the proper distribution had to be prepared.  It was not an easy task because none of 

those who were on the first Beacon Lights staff had any publishing experience to speak of.  Of 

course mistakes were made.  It was soon recognized that the size of the first issue was not too 

good and so it was reduced to its present handy size.  As time went by, other improvements were 

made, new cuts were obtained and the result is that we now have a neat little magazine designed 

to meet the needs of all our young people and in this manner considerable progress has been 

made. 

It should be pointed out that a great deal of credit for a good publication should go to the 

publishers and we deem it proper that the Doorn Publishing Company, the publishers of Beacon 

Lights, should receive a fair share of the credit for the progress which has been made through the 

years in spite of paper shortages, labor shortage and all the difficulties that arose during the war. 

The managing editor also should be recognized for his untiring efforts.  He has the 

responsibility that each issue of Beacon Lights is properly prepared and the material organized in 

the best possible manner and the proofs read before each issue goes to press.  For several years 

now this task has been performed by Mr. Dick VanderWal and he certainly deserves to have his 

work acknowledged here. 

What about the future?  Will we continue to progress?  That depends to a large extent 

upon YOU.  If you would like to see some changes made or if you have some new ideas, be sure 

to write us because we do not feel that the ultimate has been accomplished in the preparation of 

our paper.  Another thing, be sure that you support Beacon Lights.  It is a worthy cause and needs 

your individual support to keep it going. 
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