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Here is a vivid story of the inner life of a Roman Catholic priest.  It is a study of the 

motives which prompted his ecclesiastical activities and affords an appreciation of the tangled 

human relationships which resulted from love of self rather than love of God. 

Already as a boy, Fray Antonio had decided to enter the monastery in Granada, Spain.  

But after he met Anglice, his resolve was shaken as if it had never been.  Not until he had been 

“jilted” for another man did he turn back in his misery to the consecrated life.  The padre was 

pursued with his own bitterness.  It drove him to New Orleans which city was under Spanish 

control at that time, and there the remembrance of Anglice’s falseness brought out a harshness in 

him.  Seeking to build his prestige by forcing the civil authorities to kow-tow to the Church, he 

sowed discord and reaped emptiness in his soul.  He was returned to Spain in disgrace. 

There the proud monk had to look within for the cause of his wretchedness.  Also, 

Antonio found evidence that Anglice had sacrificed her love for him in order that he might 

dedicate his life to God.  This discovery caused the pendulum to swing back, too far back.  He 

obtained permission to return to his former charge.  The New World enticed him to try out his 

new ideas of freedom and self expression.  He desired to be loved by men.  Laxity prevailed 

where before he had been overly strict.  He now refuted the authority of his superiors to interfere 

with his methods and was supported by the congregation who had been taught to give him first 

devotion.  And yet there was no peace within him.  His love still was centered about himself, and 

God’s Word was interpreted merely to his personal advantage. 

At length, his career nearly over, the priest was brought to the realization that he had 

missed the true purpose of his calling.  The Almighty could not be fitted into his snug pattern for 

living.  The servant must be led instead by the grace of God.  Man’s desire must not take 

precedence, but he must look upward in prayer to ask the Father’s will in all things.  Thus, after a 

lifetime of service that was no service, the priest knew his error and could only ask forgiveness. 
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