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Introduction: 
 

The Book of Judges treats the early history of the Church in Canaan.  Judges are not 

kings, e.g. Gideon was Judge but he refused to be king, saying, the Lord rule over you (Jud. 

8:23).  Judges are captains, and heads of the people (Jud. 11:6, 9).  Through them God feeds His 

people (I Chron. 17:6), and God has set them “over the people” to subdue the enemies of the 

people of God (I Chron. 17:9, 10).  The period of the Judges covers the space of about four 

hundred and fifty years (Acts 13:20).  They stand in the midst of the Church as representatives of 

God and His Law.  On the one hand they execute the judgment of God’s righteousness against 

the heathen nations, but also against Israel if it departs from the Law.  But they also represent 

Christ Jesus Who shall JUDGE His people until God has avenged Himself upon the wicked.  

Really the souls under the altar (Rev. 6:9, 10) are still acting as judges. 

 

OUTLINE I 

(Deut. 7:1-6) 

 

The Church in Canaan……. 

Well Equipped with the Word of God. 
 

To get started on the Book of Judges we will have to skip around a little in our first 

Outlines.  The thing we ought to get before our minds first of all is that Israel came into the land 

of Canaan thoroughly equipped with the Word of God.  If they obey that Word even though they 

have no leaders like Moses and Joshua anymore, and even though they have no king, and little 

mention is made of prophets during this time, all will be well IF they obey the Word.  But if they 

disobey that Word no amount of Judges or Kings will make things well. 

OBSERVE: Paul in Ephesians speaks about having on the armor of God.  Israel had that 

armor.  The Word of God was ringing in their ears.  It was written upon their banners.  God had 

given Israel the Word: its instruction, its directives, its power and its promises.  With that Word 

they were safe, even in the midst of Paganism and the seven nations of idolatry. 

I.—The Word as it had come to them through Moses.  (Deut. 7:1-6, but read the entire 

chapter). 

1.  Israel is told that when it reaches Canaan it shall show the pagan nations no mercy (vs. 

2) establish no affinity with them (vs. 3) but utterly destroy both them and their idols.  God’s 

Word and it ONLY appoints us our place. 

Notice: (1)  If Israel showed “mercy” to the heathen they were following the lusts of the 

flesh instead of the plain Word of God.  The motive behind that kind of mercy is the desire for 

affinity with heathendom and an urge to follow their pattern of life.  (2)  Israel is a peculiar 

people, the Covenant people, an holy people.  They were the new creation.  The new does not 

adjust itself to the old. 

For discussion: How could we today sin by showing mercy?  How does Paul apply the 

issue of warfare to us of the New Testament (cf. II Cor. 10:4-6)? 

2.  In the way of obedience God will keep unto them the Covenant (vss. 9, 12) but God 

will likewise repay them that hate Him, and He will utterly destroy them (vs. 10).  God keeps the 



Covenant unto us in no other way than in complete subjection and obedience to His will and 

Word.  The Covenant is not a mechanical arrangement which automatically follows from parents 

to children.  God KEEPS the Covenant UNTO us.  That there is ever a people that keeps the 

Covenant is wholly due to God Who KEEPS it unto us; yet only in the way of obedience. 

3.  If Israel should become afraid of the immense task before them (vss. 17, 18, 21) the 

Word says: In ME is your power, I can even call forth the hornet (vs. 20) to fight for you.  Be 

never afraid. 

4.  Israel must not consume the nations suddenly; she must do it little by little, lest the 

wild beasts of the field increase upon them (vs. 22). 

Observe: The Word gives detailed instructions.  Fail to drive out the Canaanites: I will 

destroy you; do it too quickly, the beasts will devour you. 

Discussion: 1. How does our position in the world compare with Israel’s position in 

Canaan?  2.  What does it mean to live after and in blind obedience to the Word of God?  3. Why 

does Paul tell us we have to cast down “imaginations” (II Cor. 10:5)? 

 

OUTLINE II 

(Joshua 24:23-28) 

 

Introduction: 
 

Israel was fully equipped with the Word of God.  Their duty here in Canaan was plain, 

their calling clear.  Not only had Moses, before he departed, caused the Word to ring in their 

ears, Joshua had done the same.  To that we call your attention in this outline. 

II.  The Word as it had come to them through Joshua (Josh. 24:23-28).  Again read the 

entire chapter for best results. 

Joshua preaches his farewell.  He stands with the people in the land of Canaan.  He has 

broken the armed might of the enemy in the sense that the main, armed strongholds have been 

broken down, but the remnants of the nations are still there.  Various strongholds remain.  

Neither Moses nor Joshua had finished the work. 

Observe: The work of all men and of any man stands in the sign of the “unfinished.”  

Only Christ Jesus finishes all things.  Only by faith in Him we see the finished work, and we rest 

(Heb. 4).  Until Jesus comes back our work will remain unfinished also. 

1.  Israel dwells in the midst of many strange gods (vs. 23).  Seven nations are here in 

Canaan, at least remnants of them.  Israel is to put away these gods, lest they become a snare to 

them.  As surely as they leave the gods here, they will become a snare for Israel (Josh. 2:3, Ex. 

23:23). 

Questions for Discussion: 1. In what sense is it true today that if we “leave” any of the 

gods, they will be our snare?  2. Israel had to destroy the gods with hammer, ax and fire.  How 

must we do it today?  3. How does the preaching of the pure Word point out to us our personal 

idols? 

2.  After Joshua makes his farewell speech we find Israel vowing most solemnly that they 

will not turn away from the Lord, but will follow and obey Him (vs. 24).  Four times they profess 

this.  Their position here in Canaan is so serious, their past defections so evident that Joshua says 

to them: Ye cannot serve the Lord for He is an holy God (vs. 19).  Ye cannot serve the Lord if 

you let any of these idolatrous people live in Canaan.  After God has done you good, He will turn 

and do you hurt.  Woe unto you if ever you turn away from this Word of God.  Four times they 

profess: WE WILL SERVE THE LORD. 



Observe: This generation DID serve the Lord (Jud. 2:7). 

3.  Joshua places Israel under the consciousness of an oath (24-27).  Joshua makes a 

covenant with the people (vs. 25) and sets up a stone, declaring that this stone has heard all the 

words which God has uttered.  It shall be a witness, to testify against whoever turns away from 

the Word of God as written in the Law. 

4.  Then Joshua lets them depart, each man to his inheritance.  But they go there fully 

equipped with the Word of God, under oath, with a stone under an oak at Shechem which has 

heard the vows Israel made, and will judge them if they apostatize.  

Questions for Discussion: (1) How have we professed that we will serve the Lord, and 

Him only?  (2)  How will our Baptism and our Confession of Faith testify against us if we turn 

therefrom?  (3)  Do we seek to walk in the ways of the Lord only because we are under oath or 

vow?  (4)  Is the Youth for Christ Movement one which proceeds from the Covenant view….or 

from what view then? 

Conclusion: Israel stands in the land of Canaan with the Word of God in her midst.  It 

blesses, it also curses. 

 

OUTLINE III 

(Judges 2:6-10) 

 

Introduction: 
 

Judges 1 and 2 are really introductory of character; they are an overture to the whole of 

the book.  Vs. 6-10 of chapter 2 forms a sort of transition from the book of Joshua to Judges.  

You might have expected these verses to appear at the heading of chapter 1, but they appear in 

chapter 2 for the sake of contrast and testimony.  The main theme is: 

 

The Appearance of Apostacy 

 

1.  Chapter 1 describes what took place during “all the days of the elders that outlived 

Joshua” (2:7), but in that chapter you also see the first faint outlines of coming apostacy, for we 

are introduced to “that other generation after them which knew not the Lord.” 

a. Therefore chapter 1 gives you a mixed picture.  You see Judah and Simeon and the 

house of Joseph taking the Word of God seriously, and fighting the Lord’s battles.  Judah was 

the standard bearer (1:1, 2).  Judah was to set the pace and the rest of the tribes evidently had to 

join in with Judah and thus take possession of the land which the Lord had given them. 

Observe: That most of the tribes failed to follow Judah is a preview of Israel which 

eventually refuses to follow and obey the Lion of Judah’s tribe (Christ). 

Question: Why is the tribe of Judah singled out as the one to go first?  And if the Lord 

was with Judah, how come they could not rout the inhabitants of the valley (1:19)? 

In vss. 3 and 17 what a beautiful picture of the communion of the saints, warring the 

warfare of the Lord together.  What unity and brotherhood in the truth.  Simeon goes with Judah 

and when that is finished, Judah goes with Simeon. 

Discussion: Instead of warring a common enemy, the church today is divided into many 

denominations often warring against each other instead…is that a true statement? 

b. But in chapter 1 you get a glimpse also of the approaching Apostacy. 

1.  Starting with vs. 21the Record tells us of the various tribes (at least six of them) that 

refused to obey the Word of Moses and consequently left heathen nations among them.  Most of 



these tribes are part of that Israel which eventually goes into captivity and never returns.  You 

already see the beginning of the end of the Ten Tribes. 

For Discussion: Why did they allow the enemies to remain among them?  Were the 

enemies too strong for them?  Did it seem more practical to make them tributary instead?  Or 

was there some other motive?  Could Ezekiel 16 give you a clue? 

Observe: That we repeatedly read of Israel making the enemies tributary shows that Israel 

HAS the power to overcome the enemies.  God has certainly prostrated the enemy before Israel.  

Israel’s neglect is pure disobedience. 

2.  There arises another generation.  You see that generation raising its head gradually.  It 

is a generation that knows not the Lord (i.e. does not fear Him) nor yet the Lord’s works (i.e. 

disrespect for the history of salvation up to this point). 

Observe: While the influence of the previous, strong generation was felt, the new 

generation laid low.  Had they raised their heads the “elders” would have condemned them.  But 

as the Joshua generation disappears the new generation gradually dares to raise its head. 

Question for discussion: How must we account for an apostate generation following such 

a faithful generation?  Did the Joshua generation fail to give proper covenant instruction?  Are 

apostate children the result of apostate parents?  Discuss this.  It involves your covenant 

conception. 

 

OUTLINE IV 

(Judges 2:16-19) 

 

The Vicious Circle 

Introduction: 

Read chapter 2:11-15 for background.  Suddenly you read that Israel turns to the worship 

of Canaan’s gods.  Evidently therefore this had all along been the motive for letting the nations 

remain among them.  It is impossible to have fellowship with the wicked than on their platform, 

i.e. the platform of another god.  Common Grace erects an arena where the children of light and 

the children of darkness fellowship.  That arena is not common grace, but common sin, common 

idolatry. 

Note: There is covenant love; there is also covenant wrath (vss. 14, 15).  If Israel turns to 

sin, the Word of God meets them wherever they turn, to bring them low, to chastise them and 

distress them.  The Word of God blesses….it also curses.  God therefore delivers His people into 

the hands of their “friends” or consorts. 

1.  God delivers His people.  Vs. 18 tells us that when His people groaned by reason of 

their oppression it “repented” the Lord and He delivered them.  When it says that God 

“repented” it is a method of plain speech telling us that (1) God remembers His Covenant with 

Abraham.  (2)  God is angry, but a mediator has appeared, and the wrath is temporarily removed 

(upon Christ in view of Whose coming alone God can “repent”).  (3)  God chastises His people 

until it is enough….but He cannot bear that strangers should take His children and beat them.  

Parents cannot bear it either that strangers should beat their children. 

Observe: Vs. 16 says God delivered them “nevertheless”, i.e.in spite of their sin…on the 

basis of mercy and grace.  God delivers them because Christ is “among” them, the elect seed is 

here.  When Israel groans you may be sure that God hears the groaning of His Son. 

Discussion: Why should Israel turn to the Lord in their distress, when in prosperity they 

deny Him?  What is there behind this?  Is distress better for God’s people than prosperity?  In 



our lives, is there connection between our peculiar distress and some certain waywardness in us?  

Sometimes?  Always?  Ever?  If Judges are deliverers, why are they not called saviors instead of 

judges?  i.e. what is the connection between judging and delivering? 

Note: Jesus is our Savior, could He also be said to be our Judge?  How? 

2.  No sooner is Israel delivered or it turns again to idolatry.  Remember, however, that 

the apostacy shows itself now here, now there, now in this tribe, then in that tribe.  The apostacy 

anywhere was really a symptom of apostacy everywhere.  Correct?  Disease in one part of the 

body is disease in all the body.  Is that correct? 

Note: Vs. 19 tells us that as long as the Judge lived the people conformed themselves to 

the Word of God (and Moses), but as soon as he was dead, Israel turned away again. 

For Discussion:  Last part of vs. 19 says Israel ceased not from their stubborn 

way…were they perhaps secretly walking their stubborn way, even while they were outwardly 

conforming themselves to the discipline of the judge?  Do you think young people in the church 

sometimes conform themselves to the rule of faith enough to escape detection, while 

nevertheless all the while they “cease not from their stubborn way”? 

Observe: In vs. 19 there is a hint that when they turned away, each apostacy, after each 

repentance, was worse than the one previous.  For we read “they corrupted themselves more than 

their fathers.”  Thus there is development. 

Warning: If we cleave to sin, temporary repentance only constitutes us capable of still 

greater sin.  God punishes sin with sin.  We recall that parable statement of Jesus about the devil 

getting cast out of a house, but returning, and taking seven more devils with him. 
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