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As this issue of Beacon Lights comes into your hands, we find ourselves in the autumn 

season.  This is a busy time.  The heat of summer is gone and we make our way back to school 

again.  Perhaps others are busily engaged in harvesting the abundant crops which the Lord has 

given us this year.  Mother is making preparations for canning and preserving fruit so that there 

will be plenty of nourishing food during the long winter months.  Father is probably spending a 

good deal of his spare time wielding a rake among the leaves now littering the lawn.  All in all, it 

is a busy season and vacations are now only pleasant memories.  It is now time to work and 

finish the outdoor jobs before the chilly blasts of winter blow upon us. 

For us this autumn season is also a time for the resumption and renewal of society 

activities in our churches.  This is indeed proper for the Christian youth because we should find 

our companions and pleasures not in worldly places of amusement but in the fellowship of those 

who profess to find their life in Christ Jesus.  It is fitting that at a time such as this that we 

engage in some self-scrutiny and it will be to our profit to ask ourselves the question: “How shall 

we begin?” 

This question is very important.  It is important because if we answer this question 

properly, we shall have the answer to another very important question: “Where shall we end?”  

The tendency for us is to neglect or forget to ask ourselves this vital question as we resume our 

society activities and therefore we do not participate in the benefits which society life in the 

Christian church can give us. 

The answer to the question we are posing before us is not at all difficult to supply.  Our 

societies are all, by virtue of their respective constitutions, bound to the Word of God.  It is in the 

Holy Scriptures that we find the answers to all our problems and we want to suggest to you that 

we follow the wisdom of Solomon as given in Proverbs 9:10: “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”  The thought that is 

suggested here is that we begin in the fear of the Lord.  We ought to ponder this word for a 

moment and think of the tremendous implications of this text. 

First of all, wisdom, that exceedingly rare and precious item in this day and age, is to be 

associated only with the things of God and His church.  Wisdom is not a mere knowledge of 

facts concerning God’s creation or of man’s conquest of that creation.  This wisdom is not the 

knowledge which the scientist has as he works in his laboratory compiling reams and books of 

facts.  At best such a knowledge is not wisdom but a compilation of facts, a fragmentary 

knowledge of the material world.  Wisdom, as we know, is that superiority of knowledge 

whereby we have an adequate interpretation of all the facts pertaining to our environment and to 

the position in which God has placed us in the world.  We ought, therefore, to begin our society 

activities with the resolve to search after wisdom, the wisdom found on all the pages of God’s 

Holy Writ. 

Secondly, we should do this in the fear of the Lord.  We should not take a light attitude 

toward these vital matters.  The fear of the Lord is an attitude of obedience on our part to the 

truths we shall study during the course of our society year.  It is very well possible to absorb a 

great number of facts from Scripture, but to do so properly, that is, in the fear of the Lord, 

involves that we take a spiritual, prayerful approach to the things of the kingdom of God.  This is 



the way of truth.  Let us try to stay on this path because it leads to the eternal riches in Christ 

Jesus. 
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