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To many of you, the first part of September was spent in registering for another year of 

school.  In most communities, the schools have thrown open their doors, in order that youth may 

again take up the pursuit of learning. 

Most of us have a goal in mind when we study.  We have chosen a vocation, and it is to 

that end that we bend our efforts in a greater or lesser degree.  Now when we are in the grammar 

school, with few exceptions, we study rather aimlessly.  We go to school because our parents 

send us there: it is not very often that we have decided what our life’s work is to be by the time 

we are thirteen or fourteen years old.  But when we come to our senior year in high school, the 

problem of finding our place in society looms greater.  Either we must find work, or we must go 

on to college.  If we decide upon the latter, there is still the question of what specific field we are 

to study. 

I should like to direct your attention to a very worthy field of study, and before you brush 

it aside as something for which you are not fit, it is your duty to give this calling due 

consideration.  Here in Grand Rapids there is a movement which is daily gathering more support.  

We are trying to build an institution where children may be educated according to the same 

principles which they receive in church, catechism and, we trust, in the home.  To be sure, this 

cause needs financial aid, but more perplexing and urgent is the need for teachers.  We need 

teachers who are willing to devote, not just a year or two, but their whole life to the cause of 

Protestant Reformed education.  And where are we to look for them?  Surely there must be nine 

or ten of our young people to whom the cause of Protestant Reformed education is so dear that 

they are willing to devote their lives to it. 

Oh, I know, teaching has its drawbacks.  The common complaint of teachers is that they 

are underpaid.  And this is certainly true.  A teacher invests four years of college in training for 

his profession and often receives a lower salary than an unskilled laborer.  Surely the laborer is 

worthy of his hire!  We cannot expect a teacher to work for nothing while the salaries in most 

other professions are high.  Yet, on the other hand, if we are to pay our teachers decent salaries 

we need good financial backing for our school.  Therefore the problem of where to find teachers 

seems to be partly a financial one.  And such a problem we can help solve.  It is not up to our 

parents alone to support the school.  When we reach the age of seventeen or eighteen years, and 

are at all able, we must back a cause as worthy as this with our gifts.  We must learn what it 

means to give—to give as our parents gave when our churches had their beginning. 

But money alone will not give us teachers.  Entering a profession such as this means the 

giving up of cherished ambitions, perhaps.  You may have other plans, and this does not at all fit 

in with them.  Consider, then, the challenge.  You have an opportunity to help build up our own 

school.  You have the opportunity to help preserve true and pure that which you yourself have 

been taught.  Do not brush away the idea as if it is for someone else.  Stop and think!  Are you 

called to be a teacher—not only equipped, but called? 

Consider, too, the reward: hearing the words of the blessed Master, “Well done, thou 

good and faithful servant.” 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 8 No. 1 October 1947 


