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One of the privileges which we as Christian youth may enjoy in this world is that of 

having fellowship in friends.  But choosing our friends is often a difficult task, for we may never 

choose our friends from out of the world.  In fact, it is impossible to enjoy true friendship with a 

worldly person for there is not true friendship in the world, but only a cheap imitation of 

friendship.  The so-called worldly friend does not seek our good but only our evil.  He blesses us 

with his mouth and at the same time curses us with his heart. 

Friendship with the world means enmity against God, and friendship with the world 

means sure destruction.  So beware, for God has already warned us with the flood that He will 

punish them who love the world. 

There is an old proverb which states that “a friend in need is a friend indeed,” but it is 

more correct to say that “we have a friend indeed when we have a friend in our need.”  When we 

are ill and uneasy; when our soul cries out for fellowship; when we are down and out; then that 

friend must not forsake us.  And He will not, for He is none less than the Lord, our God. 

The relation of friendship which God established between Himself and His people is the 

very basis of the covenant.  He did not merely become a friend, He IS a friend because He is the 

only one who can fulfill our needs.  The Lord is unchanging and everlasting.  Our sins, our 

attitude, and our praises do not change His friendship.  No, even when we rejected Him and hung 

Him on the accursed tree, He did not forsake us, but remained our friend.  He proved His 

friendship when He bore all our sins, sorrow and shame until they were gone and only glory 

remained. 

That fellowship which we have in Christ must constitute the basis of all our earthly 

friendships.  We must take a stand in the world and declare that we are enemies of them who 

hate the Lord and friends of them who love Him and walk according to His commandments.  

Only then can we carry out the theme of our convention “Fellowship in Christ.” 

Seek ye only those who love the Lord. 
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