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In a department such as this one it is essential that we see the connection between what 

was written last time and what is written today.  History is not a loose or jumbled mass of facts.  

One event leads to another and stands in a certain relationship to the other.  Therefore, we would 

remind you that when last this department appeared, we were dealing with the Arian controversy.  

Arius, the founder and mouthpiece of this false doctrine taught that Christ had no divine nature.  

He was a creature who had been made by God much before He created the world, but was 

nothing more than creature.  Denying Christ’s divine nature, he denied the very requirement for 

our salvation.  Constantine called a council to take a stand on the matter and to decide whether 

Arianism was to be condemned or commended. 

The council met in the year 325 in the city of Nicea.  And the declaration of the church at 

that time in regard to this doctrinal matter was called the Nicene Creed.  Arius was condemned 

and exiled to Illyria. 

This was by no means the end of this false doctrine.  Two of the defenders of Arianism, 

when placed before the question as to whether they would sign this declaration drawn up at 

Nicea, which condemned Arianism, did sign it.  But they continued to manifest their hostility to 

the truth and were likewise exiled.  The chief of these enemies of the truth was Eusebius.  

However, through the favor of Constantine’s sister, Constantia, Eusebius was released in 328 and 

gaining influence over Constantine caused him to reconsider the matter.  As a result Arius 

himself was also brought back from exile and made strong propaganda for his view.  Constantine 

even demanded that he be restored to his office. 

It looked as though the truth was about to be plowed under and that the lie would 

flourish.  But the Almighty God had His own plans, and not for one moment did He forsake His 

Church.  In the year 295, years before this controversy, God had caused a child to be born whom 

He would use to frustrate these works of darkness.  We called your attention last time to the fact 

that Athanasius was one of the chief defenders of the truth at the council of Nicea.  He now had 

become bishop and refused to reinstate Arius.  The emperor, who plainly was not at all 

concerned with the truth, threatened to depose him.  Athanasius paid the emperor a visit and so 

impressed him that he withdrew his threat of deposition.  However, the followers of Arius 

induced Constantine to call another Synod to reopen the matter.  Now Athanasius was banished 

and arrangements were made to have Arius returned to his office.  However, on the evening of 

the day before he was to be reinstated, Arius died at the age of eighty years. 

Constantine himself died soon after this and his successor Constantine II restored 

Athanasius to his former position.  Nor is this the end of the story.  Once again Athanasius was 

banished when the Arians gained the favor of the emperor.  He was restored again some time 

later only to go through the same experiences at least twice more.  During this period the Arians 

became weaker because of their quarrelling and disagreement with one another.  Two factions 

arose, one going even farther from the truth and the other seeking somewhat of a compromise. 

It was not until the year 381 when a special and second Ecumenical council was called at 

Constantinople that Arianism was given its final condemnation.  No new creed was drawn up at 

this council, but the Nicene Creed was confirmed and declared to be the undeniable thought of 

Scripture pertaining to the divine nature of Christ. 



Thus a dangerous heresy was branded as such and the church was led by the Spirit to 

develop as well and defend the truth of the Scriptures.  And the church of today shares in the 

enjoyment of that truth. 
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