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Yesterday was Sunday and I began a short series of sermons.  After I had finished the 

first sermon of this series, one of my audience came to me with the remark: “Well, dominee, I 

have heard sermons on this passage of Scripture before by dominee so and so and also by 

dominee so and so: but the thing that strikes me is that it’s new again.” 

This remark got me to thinking.  Not so much, you see, about what could possibly be new 

in that sermon I preached, but about the state of mind of that brother and then of many others.  I 

know what that brother meant by his remark.  He simply wanted to tell me that the material 

concerning which we spoke was fresh and interesting.  Perhaps, too, my approach was a little 

different than my predecessors.  The brother meant well and he most likely spoke the truth.  It 

may have been too, that he heard something he didn’t hear before.  But that is not what troubles 

me. 

The remark of this brother, unwittingly perhaps, expresses a state of mind which is 

prevalent in our day. Always people, and we, are looking for something new.  When new cars 

come out, we are interested.  When new inventions hit the market, we want to see them.  When 

new styles and fads make their debut, we take notice.  And this is not different when a new 

preacher comes to town.  Then we want to hear him. 

This is even true when we come under the preaching of the Word.  If it is something we 

have heard again and again, we become interested. 

I wonder if this is right!  Oh, I know the Lord has said: “Every scribe which is instructed 

unto the Kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out 

of his treasure things new and old;” but is there not something wrong with us when we are 

always dissatisfied with the old and are ever hankering after the new? 

Indeed, there is room for progress and development in sound doctrine.  The minister and 

the Church that is spiritually alive will strive to develop in the knowledge of the truth.  And as 

far as this is concerned, there is much need for looking for something new.  But what about those 

old, time-worn doctrines, those expressions of faith that have been clothed with the mantle of 

antiquity?  Are we just going to forget about them?  Are we going to lose all desire to hear and 

preserve them? 

It seems to me that no individual or Church has the right to look for something new until 

first the old has been thoroughly masticated and deeply rooted in our spiritual consciousness.  

Fact is, no one should be satisfied to hear only the new.  Each of us should rejoice to hear the 

basic doctrines and time-worn expressions of truth that have been the source of comfort and light 

to myriads of Christians in the ages that are past. 

While we look for the new, let us hold fast to the old! 
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