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I may presume that you are acquainted with Old Testament history. 

You will recall how often we read in the series of Judah’s kings that when a good king 

had sanctified the Cause of God by establishing His services, there came after him his son, who 

was wicked and would actually un-do the good work which he had done.  The son spent his time 

un-doing what the good father before him had done.  What the good king had built up, the next 

king would throw down to the ground. 

You have this same process in the generations, especially during the days of the Judges.  

When one generation had re-laid the good foundation, another generation would appear which 

would entirely destroy that which had been laid. 

What some did, others would un-do. 

Miserable records in history. 

A house divided against itself cannot stand.  Neither can a generation divided against 

itself stand. 

To un-do the good work which those before you have done is also a very great sin. 

Christ has founded His church upon the Apostles and the Prophets, Himself being the 

cornerstone.  The church’s foundation is the Truth and many are the saints who have labored at 

that foundation.  I mean, confessing it, practicing it and helping to come to a richer and fuller 

realization of this truth.  Throughout the ages, we see the saints doing the work of the Covenant, 

building Jerusalem’s walls, strengthening the gates of the City of God. 

But in every generation there are also those who un-do the work of the Covenant: they 

pound breeches in Jerusalem’s walls, they unhinge the gates of the City of God.  They seek to 

un-do what the saints have done, what perhaps, even their very parents before them have done.  

They undermine the Truth; they speak evil of the Truth. 

To that foundation belongs the confession which we as Protestant Reformed Churches 

confess and hold dear.  The generation before you labored to lay that foundation and many are 

the faithful young people who are already taking the place of the parents…..building upon the 

truth and building forth upon it. 

They are DOING.  God bless them. 

* * * * * * 

But some are un-doing. 

Some are laboring to undermine that which was done. 

The foundation does not suit their fancy.  They cannot build upon it what the carnal heart 

desires.  The walls were too “airtight”, the gates too narrow.  They go about to change this.  The 

walls were intended to keep the enemies, the world, sin and Satan out, but these un-doers want 

the world and Satan in. 

What was laid was the foundation of Christian isolation…..but they would rather love the 

world and seek their delight there.  What was laid was the foundation of Christian antithesis, but 

that did not suit them since they wanted the synthesis.  What was laid was the truth that we are in 

this world to represent the Cause of the Son of God, but they seek a cause of their own. 

Hence, they tear down the foundations and undermine the structure which the former 

generation labored to erect, yea, that which the church built up with her sweat and blood, they 

simply cast down to the ground. 



Busy un-doing. 

What the saints have labored at for these thousands of years they seek to destroy. 

What Christ has left us, they would undermine. 

Or they turn away from building forth on this foundation.  They forsake the vicinity 

where men built.  They leave the Cause and go to espouse another.  Or with unchristian conduct 

and unchristian practices, they bring shame upon the Cause. 

Are you an un-doer? 

Of course not. 

The un-doers generally do not read the Beacon Lights.  They un-do also that effort. 

But there is the danger that we become un-doers.   Let us beware lest we also become 

destroyers of the foundation; lest we raise our hands to tear out one of its stones.  It were better 

we were never born than to have torn one stone out of the foundation. 

* * * * * * 

Let us be doers. 

As so many of you, as most of you really are. 

But to grow in doing, we must realize that the former generation has not finished the 

work.  If we imagine that they have finished all there is to do, what shall we do, but sit idly 

down?  Nay, they have not finished the work.  There is still so much to be done. 

There are storms today which our fathers did not know about.  We have to strengthen the 

walls against these storms.  There are new dangers to be met. 

And there are new wings to be added to the building. 

Our world and life view calls for application, for clear minds to see what that world and 

life view is in today’s world and for steadfast hearts to apply it to today’s world. 

We need Christian men and women to represent the Cause of the Triune God in the midst 

of this world. 

Our children need specific Christian instruction. 

There is so much still left to be done.  And the time is short, for John says: “It is the last 

hour.” 

Un-doer?  You would not dare to be that.  Or would you? 

Doer?  By the grace of God.  Until in grace our Lord will finally say: Well done! 
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