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In the name of our consistory and church it is my privilege to welcome back into our 

midst our returned servicemen.  They are by name: John Bouma, Everette Franken, John Kimm, 

Marvin Paauwe, Abel Vander Veen, James Vander Veen, Andrew Van Voorthuyzen, Everett 

Van Voorthuyzen and I add the name of Clifford Doney.  These nine have served our country, 

both here and overseas: five of them in the army and four in the navy.  Two more of our “boys”, 

Marvin Noordmans and William Pieksma, are still in the service. 

We welcome you, returned servicemen, most heartily. 

It is far more pleasant to welcome you back than it was to say farewell to you.  When you 

left, we realized that God in His providence and inscrutable wisdom called you away from us.  It 

was only the assurance that God’s ways are the best ways, always, even though they appear 

otherwise to us, that strengthened us and enabled us to say good-bye. 

But now, we may welcome you back, one and all.  You have passed through difficult 

ways.  You have gone through blood and battle.  Not one of our number fell on the battlefield.  

The Lord has been pleased to spare you and bring you back.  Had it pleased the Lord to take any 

of you away on the field of battle, we would by faith submit to His will, but it is much easier to 

rejoice now that He has been pleased to return you safe and sound.  Fellows, let us give God the 

thanks and Him alone! 

But, fellows, your battle days are not over. 

Yes, to be sure, the physical combat in which you were engaged is over.  You have laid 

your uniforms and weapons of war aside.  You have donned civilian garb and returned to the life 

of the ordinary citizen. 

And yet your battle days are not over. 

I am thinking of the great, spiritual battle, of which the Scriptures speak from Genesis to 

Revelation.  This warfare goes on about us and even in us.  The church on earth is the militant 

church and its members are soldiers in the service of Christ the King.  This combat is a mortal 

combat between the hosts of sin and the people of God, twixt the true church and the wicked 

world, between faith and unbelief, righteousness and unrighteousness, Christ and the Devil.  It is 

not a battle waged with weapons of steel and iron, but with the spiritual weapons of Scripture 

and prayer. 

You, fellows, are covenant young men and are called to be of the party of the living God. 

While you were in service you were called to remember that you were Christians.  We 

sent you our church papers, we sent you radio sermons, we sent you meditation booklets: our 

prayers ascended to the throne of grace for you.  Your letters showed that this battle was 

frequently very hard.  We well understand, for army life cares little about the things of God and 

Christ the King. 

Now you are back, back amidst all the opportunities of church and church life. 

May you fight the good fight of faith and continue faithful in this battle.  That is our wish 

and prayer. 

Thanks be to God, we have the victory!  It is rooted in God’s eternal counsel.  It is 

promised in the Scriptures!  It lies fast in the finished work of Christ the King, who founded the 

Kingdom of God in His precious blood and lives and reigns forever. 



May we go on together shoulder to shoulder fighting the good fight of faith—until Jesus 

comes! 
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