
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev. L. Doezema 

 

 

Caliente, Nevada 

March 7, l947 

Dear Friends: 

Caliente is the place where the train stops and where we have the disappointment of the 

change of time.  Traveling west from Iowa, we turn our time back two hours.  At Caliente we 

have the second change.  Eager to get home, it is always a disappointment to me to have that last 

afternoon stretched one hour longer. 

Just at this place I began this letter to you servicemen.  It seems that this little 

disappointment made me think of my assignment to write you a letter.  I was reminded of you 

because you probably have many such disappointments in the service.  You wish to see the time 

shortened so that your time of service may be finished and you may return home. 

Now there is something else about this trip of mine to Classis West of our Churches that I 

thought I could write to you about.  As you probably know, there are eleven churches which are 

represented on our Classis.  One minister and one elder from each church attend.  The delegates 

from California must travel approximately 1000 miles to attend this meeting.  Usually it lasts one 

day.  These facts impress me very much.  From a human point of view, it seems so much out of 

proportion that so many miles must be travelled twice a year for the purpose of meeting with ten 

ministers and ten elders for just one day to discuss matters of our little churches which often also 

seem so insignificant. 

The work of the ministry itself together with the administrative work of our small church 

groups can also from a certain point of view be made to seem so insignificant.  In fact, I realize 

that many of our few families hardly ever concern themselves with the welfare of our churches.  

That means that many of you come from families which have never taken notice of the progress 

of our churches, the real spiritual progress, I mean.  That is why I mention this in my letter to 

you. 

You have been taken into the service of our country without your own choice in the 

matter.  You must serve, for it is important that we have such national defense. 

Nevertheless, you will presently be called to serve in a much more important calling, the 

defense of the truth in the Church of Jesus Christ.  Comparatively speaking, there is little money 

and interest to assist you in this most serious and important calling on earth.  There will be much 

more attention spent by your fathers and mothers and sweethearts to help you get started in life, 

to see you make a success of yourself. 

This calling is to be ministers, for some of you, to be elders and deacons for others, to 

assist in the work of the church in your work and prayers.  This will come as a calling to service, 

but it will also require a humble and obedient will.  On the part of all of us it requires prayer to 

the Lord of the harvest that there may be laborers. 

Hoping I have drawn your attention from your present service to a future service. I 

am…….Yours in His service. 
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