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The cause of Christian instruction is dear to the hearts of Christian parents.  They spare 

neither time nor money so that the Covenant children may receive the very best of Christian 

instruction.  They realize that it is their responsibility and theirs alone. 

The parents are the responsible parties for the instruction of their children.  If they could 

but realize the great responsibility that rests upon them, they would perhaps often deal differently 

with the problems that arise daily in connection with the training of the children. 

Basic to a healthy Christian home life is obedience.  Children must obey their parents, not 

because they are older or bigger and perhaps stronger, but because they have authority over the 

children, God-given authority.  In this world, there are many which have authority over us, but 

whatever authority there may be, let us remember that it comes from God.  God is God and He 

alone has all authority with anyone, for by that very token He would recognize the equality of 

another.  God may and does delegate authority, but He never surrenders it.  Now in His wisdom 

He has seen fit to delegate some of His authority to parents. 

Unless that responsibility is recognized, there can be no blessing upon that home.  How 

do we as parents and children stand in regard to this?  Just let us be honest and admit that we 

often fail miserably. 

Parents sacrifice a great deal for their children and deny themselves many things for 

them, but the children must understand that parents may not sacrifice any of their God-given 

authority just because the children might find it rather burdensome. Parents may be irritable, 

unjust, ignorant and what is called “old-fashioned”.  They have their sinful nature and character.  

Children are quick to detect this and because of this, perhaps withhold from their parents the 

honor and respect that is due to them.  Of course, the parents should by the grace of God fight 

against their short-comings and strive for the perfection of parenthood, but their position of 

authority is in no way dependent upon their perfection. 

It is never the question whether the parents are worthy, for they are not, but the question 

is whether they are invested with authority from above.  That alone should settle the matter of 

obligation in the home.  Parents must be very careful how they use this authority.  They will have 

to give account of it.  This is equally true for the children.  “Children, obey your parents in the 

Lord.” 
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