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Today there are many fads.  School boys and girls have taken to wearing brightly colored 

sweaters with animals marching across the breast.  Not long ago every girl had to have a plain 

silver clasp called a barrette to hold her hair in place.  The mode for knee-length skirts has been 

giving way to a trend toward longer dresses.  These are fads which affect adornment. 

There are also fads in the field of writing. It has become fashionable to choose a Biblical 

character as the principal figure in a story and to weave about him fact and fiction into an 

interesting plot which the author’s imagination dictates.  Novels such as The Robe, The Apostle, 

David the King, Hearken Unto the Voice, Jacob, Behold Your King, The Brother and The 

Emperor’s Physician, illustrate this literary bent during the last few years. 

The Emperor’s Physician tells us about Luke, who has received an assignment with 

Sergius Cumanus, the personal doctor of the Roman emperor, to make a survey in Palestine of 

the most prevalent diseases among the Jews to discover causes for their existence.  This area of 

the Roman Empire had been showing more unrest and human misery than any other province.  

The two eminent physicians begin their work at the time of Christ’s ministry and their work and 

Christ’s healing quickly become interwoven in a strange succession of events. 

Throughout, Luke is presented to us as a believer in mind and matter in the modern way.  

He recognizes the psychological power of a healer as having strong influence upon the patient.  

Sergius Cumanus, on the other hand, believes only in matter.  A doctor, according to him, can 

aid the sick only through skill in diagnosing and prescribing medicine for them.  A struggle 

develops between the men over a recognition of Jesus’ healing abilities. 

Luke comes to consider Jesus a man of intense personality, who can draw from his own 

nature a tranquility of mind which he gives to others.  This feeling of security and certainty 

becomes the possession of the patient of Jesus due to the latter’s dominant personality.  He is 

also clever at judging a man’s greatest need and of supplying that need, thus resolving the sick 

person’s inner complex and rendering him easier to cure.  Luke’s analysis grows clear as he 

argues with his companion.  To Sergius, Jesus is a faker preying upon the minds of a people long 

known for superstition and ready to turn in their wretched state to anyone who extends to them a 

hope of better conditions. 

Mr. Perkins has worked hard to supply a background which will take the sting induced by 

the word “miracle” out of the deeds of Christ.  For example, the two physicians have been 

prescribing rest for Mary Magdalene over a period of several weeks before Jesus meets her and 

casts out the devils.  Her illness they term epilepsy.  Also, the Gerasene demoniac has been 

treated by Luke and Sergius and has shown much improvement before Jesus arrives to cast out 

the Legion of spirits in the demoniac’s last violent fit of lunacy. 

The author strikes another bizarre note when his plot introduces threads of Roman 

protection for Jesus.  The Syrian governor is said to favor Jesus with his protection after his 

daughter has been cured of leprosy by Christ.  The cure was affected over a period of twenty 

days, of course and once more after fruitless treatment by the physicians.  Again, the Captain of 

the Guard at Jerusalem rewards the Healer with several rescues from the jealous Jews because 

his servant was brought back from the point of death by the therapy of Jesus plus the medicines 

of Luke and his friend. 



Such a book as The Emperor’s Physician is lauded by many for its interpretation of life 

and customs among the Jews. 

In an evaluation of this type of book, however, one must not lose sight of its real 

significance.  The fact that these books are written and eagerly read by the public so that they 

have become the rage shows us that the world that is acquainted with the Bible to some degree, 

nominal Christendom, needs the lie expressed to assure itself that none believe in the true Christ.  

They must sugar-coat the man, Jesus, and his followers like Luke and Paul to take his Messiah-

ship away.  They must make Him serene and untroubled in order to deny sin and the necessity 

for redemption.  But their words stumble and contradict each other.  These books are fads which 

pass away.  And as their murmuring dies away, the Truth of Scripture shines forth forever. 
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