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“Praise Jehovah from the earth, Ye sea-monsters and all deeps:” Psalm 148:7. 

Stealthily thru the depth of ocean and sea swims the largest animal of all creation—the 

whale.  Monsters, indeed!  They weigh from 40 to 100 tons and are 50 to 100 feet in length.  

These enormous creatures resemble submarines as they ply the deep, occasionally rising to the 

surface to obtain a fresh supply of air. 

Perhaps, the first question our readers ask is the pertinent one, “Is a whale a fish?”  In 

Scripture the word rendered “whale” denotes any great sea animal, as it is used in a general 

sense.  However, according to a scientific classification, we must distinguish between fish and 

whale: for their resemblances are merely superficial, in that they both have tapering bodies, fin-

like tails and fin-shaped paddles on each side of the body. 

Now, if you consider their fundamental differences, we can readily discern that the whale 

cannot be in the same classification with its aquatic neighbor—the fish.  The most important 

distinction lies in the fact that the whale is a mammal; that is, it is warm-blooded and has well 

defined veins and arteries: it breathes by means of lungs (not gills); it produces living young (a 

few species of fish also do, but this is the exception); after birth the suckling young are nourished 

by the mother’s milk; the brain is well developed; the bones, joints and muscles resemble the 

higher mammals. 

In reality, these formidable looking creatures are timid and shy, but when they are 

attacked, they are well prepared for defense, for they are fortified by a powerful tail some 5 to 6 

feet long and 20 to 25 feet wide.  With their large nose, they can ram small craft and in the case 

of larger vessels, they capsize them with a powerful motion of the tail. 

One of the distinguishing features is the extremely large head which is 1/3 the length of 

the body.  The eyes are small and the whale possesses only on nostril—S-shaped—which can be 

closed by a valve and is located on the top of the head.  It is erroneously believed that the whale 

takes water in the mouth and expels it thru the nostril.  However, the air which is emitted so 

forcefully thru this opening when the whale ascends to the surface comes from its lungs and as 

this warm air comes in contact with the surrounding cold, it condenses and forms a column of 

vapor which rises several yards. 

Not only is the tail useful for defense, but it is essential for locomotion.  It might be 

interesting to note that the tail is at right angles to the body and is horizontal to the water rather 

than vertical.  Whales, in contrast to fish, do not have pelvic or anal fins and the dorsal fins lack 

bones. 

Generally, whales are classified into two groups—the toothed and toothless.  To the 

former group belongs the common sulfur-bottom or blue whales which live upon small plant and 

animal life.  Their upper jaw is lined with two ridges or triangular, cartilaginous plates which act 

as a comb or sieve, removing the small animals and plants from the water as the fish skims over 

its surface with its mouth open.  It has a very small throat for two reasons: first of all, it must be 

able to close its throat when in the process of catching food to prevent its digestive system from 

filling up with water (it has no gills as fish which serve as an exit for the water entering the 

mouth.)  Secondly, it needs only a small throat because of the type of food upon which it lives.  

There are as many as 200 plates suspended from each side of the roof of the whale’s mouth and 

they vary in color—white, grey, black of striped. 



The second class is identified by their canonical shaped teeth and their large throat which 

enables them to swallow large fish, seals and even man.  To this latter class belongs the highly 

prized sperm whale, which is the source of several very valuable products. 

Perhaps, few of us realize the size and importance of the whaling industry.  Before the 

war, there were over 8,000 men employed in this business and they operated some 210 whaling 

ships plus 31 huge vessels called “whaling factories” which cut up the animals, smelt the 

blubber, grind up the bones, etc., at the amazing rate of 40 whales per day!  Approximately 

16,000 whales are killed annually with an estimate of 500,000 for the period 1919-1939. 

Much adventure and danger has been removed from modern whaling by the use of the 

explosive bullet.  A trained gunner on a large ship will make as much as $25,000 during the four 

month season (Nov. 24-March 24).  About 90% of the men engaged in this occupation are 

Norwegians and their best hunting grounds are in the Antarctic off the coast of South American 

and along the coast of Greenland. 

The most important product of the whale is the oil obtained from the blubber, a layer of 

protective fat under the skin.  The average whale produces about 20 tons of oil which sells at 

$250.00 a ton.  Just prior to the war, the German scientists reported they were perfecting a 

method of manufacturing artificial wool from whale blubber.  During the war blubber was used 

as a source of glycerin in making explosives and also in the manufacture of margarine for the 

British people.  Before the general use of mineral oils, whale oil was burned in lamps throughout 

the world. 

Baleen (triangular shaped plated in the mouth of the toothless whale) is very light, strong 

and flexible: and hence, is used in the manufacture of umbrella and corset ribs, whips and 

surgical instruments. 

From the sperm whale three valuable products are obtained—namely, sperm oil, 

spermaceti and ambergris.  From the blubber of the sperm whale is produced a very high grade 

oil used for typewriters, sewing machines, various other machines and for dressing leather.  The 

spermaceti are white flakes formed by precipitation when the thick oil from the cavities of the 

head are exposed to the air.  It is used in making candles and cosmetics of fine quality.  

Ambergris is a substance produced in the intestines of the sperm whale and is occasionally seen 

along the sea coast in the form of a peculiar yellow lump which has been washed ashore.  This is 

used in the manufacture of perfumes.  Thus we can realize that whales are of great commercial 

value. 
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