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One of the board members of Beacon Lights, Mr. Hoeksema, asked me to write an article 

about “conditions among the Netherland youth”.  It is difficult in a short article to give some 

information about the conditions of the youth in our small country.  But this is no reason for us to 

refuse to accede to this kind of request: any opportunity that is offered us to afford information 

concerning the spiritual need of our Holland youth we must grasp with both hands.  For all this 

will surely be subservient to the growing contact between America and the Netherlands.  We 

must support one another in the gigantic struggle of the spirits, which becomes manifest more 

and more.  For also through this our Lord Jesus Christ prepares His coming and unto this purpose 

we devote our whole life because He has already long demanded it of us.  Everything He 

requires for the cause of His kingdom—also this article. 

The Second World War was not so much a milestone, but rather a hastening process for  

the development of present conditions.  For a long time a tremendous leveling process was in 

operation: People no longer sought their power in an independent, thorough development of 

tested ability, but were soon satisfied with some job that did not require much mechanical 

knowledge and netted sufficient wages to make a living.  One “let himself be lived” rather than 

that he would himself take hold of life and submit it to his own will and ability.  Everyone 

pursued a certain knowledge of good-for-nothing things:  only he could get along who was 

thoroughly informed about the newest and latest fads.  This tendency revealed itself in every 

department of life.  Politics was no longer controlled by the question of principles.  Instead of 

being men of principles, political leaders became opportunists.  The best speaker was he who 

knew how to gain the people.  When there was no work and poverty threatened, he simply chose 

a slogan that promised heaven and earth and the masses of people followed him.  The people did 

not judge for themselves.  Thus they yielded to the tremendous leveling obsession.  A typical 

example of this is Nazism.  The German soldier said, “In Berlin werd gedacht” (“In Berlin they 

think for us”.)  At present, after the war, a constantly increasing influence of the state is found; 

and always it surprises anew how easily one submits himself to all this.  Everything is all right if 

one does not need to exert himself too much. 

In the religious sphere, the manifestation of this process was alarming.  One was indeed 

called a Christian and he still appreciated to be a member of some church denomination, but in 

reality he knew nothing anymore of God and His precepts.  An ever-increasing number of 

societies and committees began to call themselves “Christian”.  Their work, however, had 

nothing to do with Christianity, or was even in dire conflict with it.  In the church and in the 

denominations, the ministers joined this leveling process.  They catered to the people.  No longer 

did they deliver the message of joy for them who know themselves to be sinners and convert 

themselves, but rather pursued the ideal to deliver something new every time, something that 

would draw the attention.  One had to “catch” the people.  The service of the Lord no longer 

stood at the center.  The best speaker was the people’s choice.  Instead of seeking power in the 

Word, they tried to find it in the word.  There was no longer a great deal of difference between 

the demagog and the preacher; more and more the world encroached upon the church.  The 

“church” lost her significance and place in the world.  One mocked at all that Christian quasi-

Christian ado.  The church was without power: for the Word had been blacked out.  No longer 

could she touch the “conscience” of the world.  The “church” had become an article of fashion 



and therefore soon became superfluous.  Our age is too sober to maintain things that are 

expensive and don’t produce. 

Then came the war.  Because ties were severed, people went into hiding; because of 

rassia’s, the work of the underground, deportations, etc., this process developed even faster.  

Being essentially empty, many a Christian action collapsed under the sledge-hammer blows of 

the Nazi regime.  Professor Schilder and Dr. Dam were the first that with great emphasis called 

the attention to the impending peril and sent forth the clarion call to principal resistance.  There 

was indeed resistance, but rather because of one’s own life and possessions than because of the 

violation of the righteousness of the Lord. 

* * * * * * 

And now we are in the post-war period.  From America comes a request for an article 

about the conditions among the Netherlands youth.  The situation is not improved.  The leveling-

process continues with faster strides.  It seems as if everything prepares itself for the coming of 

the anti-Christ.  The young people prepare themselves in great numbers to meet him with a smile 

on their face through the sunny fields of Holland.  Is it not intelligible that on every side the 

attempt is made to dam this stream?  The dreadful feature of it all, however, is that none of these 

dams prove to be firm: they cannot stand because they were put up in the power of man.  The 

only thing we can still do against this is that we do not follow this example of prophesying in our 

own power, but speak of the glorious majesty of God, Who stands sovereignly  above our whole 

life and is revealed to us through His son Jesus Christ.  Him we must show forth clearly and 

concretely.  We can say so easily, “I choose for Christ”, but we forget just as easily what John 

writes, “He that saith, I know him and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar and the truth is 

not in him.”  We must show forth the Christ in His concrete significance for the present time.  

Christ is not an abstract concept.  He confronts us in every concrete situation.  There He places 

His precepts before us.  In all whom He puts on our way, in America or Holland, in whatever He 

brings upon our path, our work, our hobbies; He demands that we be faithful.  To love someone 

frequently means little more than that we nourish come romantic feelings.  But in reality it means 

to be faithful to our life’s partner, to show him what Christ demands of us, to point it out to him 

repeatedly.  This concerns, of course, first of all Christ Himself.  He who loves Christ faithfully 

investigates what He has revealed in His Word.  The bride reads the words from the lips of the 

bridegroom in rapt attention.  Only when we thus put ourselves in His service will we learn to 

know Him; only then will we live and overcome death in us.  For it is not I that live, Christ lives 

in me. 

Then, slowly, there develops a growth.  First it seems somewhat unusual.  It is as with a 

new suit; at first it does not seem to fit exactly, but when we have worn it for a while, we do not 

want another because we’ve become used to it.  Every day we start anew and every evening we 

conclude that we almost made a complete failure of it, that we must always again live out of 

grace, not at our own expense, but at the expense of Christ.  We are bought with a price: our life 

is no longer ours, but His and even now He asks, “What are you doing with it?  Are you standing 

with your whole life in My service or in the service of yourself?”  To stand in His service means 

to be faithful in our everyday life and work.  We are not being tossed to and fro as the waves of 

the sea by every wind of doctrine because we are of Christ.  We do not follow every speaker that 

comes, even though he be a preacher, because Christ put His seal upon us.  We do not run 

around, now with this and then with another girl because Christ does not want it.  That it is to be 

faithful!  And because we love Him, we keep His precepts; that is the strongest protest over 

against all leveling-processes.  For the leveling spirit abandons principles, cares not for being 



faithful and causes love, that is, true love, to cool off.  It delivers people over to the ablest 

demagog, also in the church.  We have seen it in the case of National Socialism, how a father 

will sacrifice his child and the children their parents, to the spirit from the abyss.  The leveling 

process builds wide roads for the coming of the anti-Christ.  But they that are faithful, faithful to 

the holy will of the Lord, prepare a highway in the desert for the coming of Him Who will 

destroy the anti-Christ.  They that are faithful do not try to save their lives in this world, they do 

not proclaim from the house-tops: “Here is the Christ and there is the Christ”.  They work toward 

His coming in the often quiet faithfulness of their everyday work.  What does it matter then to 

lose one’s own life?  Only thus will we save it. 

In America and Holland, we bear the name “Christian”.  And when the generation that 

after us must perform the faithful service in a desperately confused and leveled-off world shall 

ask us: “But why art thou called a Christian?”  Then you and I will answer: “Because I am by 

faith a member of Christ and thus am partaker of His anointing: that so I may confess His name 

and present myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to Him and also that with a free and good 

conscience I may fight against sin and Satan in this life: and afterwards reign with Him eternally 

over all creatures.” (Heid. Cat. Qu. 32). 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Mr. Ketel is a seminarian in the Liberated Churches in the Netherlands.  He has been 

corresponding with Mr. Homer Hoeksema for some time and was requested by the Staff of 

Beacon Lights through Mr. Hoeksema, to write an article on conditions in the Netherlands, 

especially with reference to Holland youth.  The article was written in the Holland language and 

translated as it appears here by Rev. H. Hoeksema. 
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