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The appointment of Gen. George C. Marshall as Secretary of State by President Truman 

has evoked considerable comment in the national press.  By and large, the bulk of this comment 

has extolled the wisdom and sagacity of Mr. Truman in selecting a man of such caliber to 

succeed the Hon. James Byrnes.  Many have expressed the opinion that the nation needs a strong 

man to guide it thru the perilous waters of post-war diplomacy so that the United States will 

emerge from the post-war chaotic world conditions as a strong and powerful nation which will 

lose none of the prizes and victories attained during the fierce struggle of the war.  The 

supporters of Gen. Marshall point out that his brilliant military record as Chief-of-Staff in 

Washington during the war is unquestionable proof of his ability to handle the very complex 

details of international diplomacy. 

That the former General intends to fulfill the expectations of his well-wishers became 

plainly evident in his speech at Princeton University in conjunction with the observance of the 

birthday of George Washington.  In effect, he advocated a much stronger foreign policy for this 

nation backed by a unified non-partisan public opinion.  The mailed fist of a tough-minded 

military man, cognizant of a world where sheer force is the order of the day, is to be seen in the 

remarks of the famous General. 

The man of affairs, the banker, the industrialist, the politician, the business man, is 

gratified to know that the man who will be responsible for the foreign affairs of our nation for the 

next few years is a realist and fully capable of meeting the realism of nations such as super 

realistic Russia without failing.  Full of complacency now, they can go about their affairs with 

the assurance that they now have a “good” man at the helm of the ship of state. 

We believe that the Christian approach is entirely different.  We recognize that man is but 

a vapor and that the premise underlying the worldly complacency is false because it is based on 

man.  The Christian proceeds on the proper premise that “the hearts of kings are in the hands of 

the Lord as streams of living water.”  The Christian’s complacency in a world where brute force 

is constantly meeting brute force, finds basis in the fact that he knows from God’s holy and 

infallible word that the events of this world are under the direct and absolute power of his 

covenant God.  We, therefore, look upon the appointment of General Marshall in an entirely 

different light as a man used by God in the execution of His Providence to protect His people 

living in the sphere of the power of the U. S. government against the hostility of such anti-

Christian powers as the Soviet Union. 
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