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Troubles! 

Grief and sorrows without number! 

Sorrows and pains of body and soul!  Yes, these things, regardless of their cause, spell 

the need of that psychological phenomenon which we call human sympathy.  And the peculiar 

thing about sympathy is that in spite of the character or degree of one’s affliction, we always 

seek to obtain it.  Perhaps it is due to the fact that we are not strong enough to bear our own 

grief; perhaps it may be attributed to a lack of willfulness or patience that our natural tendency in 

moments of sorrow is always to seek to derive comfort from the encouragements and cheer of 

our friends.  The well-known slogan “A friend in need, is a friend indeed”, is surely a proper one.  

For this very reason a young child always seeks refuge in distress in its own parents.  A true 

friend is the most refreshing source of consolation.  When the three friends of Job hear of his 

great affliction, they make an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort 

him.  For seven days and seven nights they sat down with him upon the earth and none spake a 

word, for they saw that his grief was great.  David comforts Bathsheba, his wife, when she lost 

her child and by Rachel, Isaac is comforted after the death of his mother. 

However, this mutual exchange of words and sentiments is not in the real sense of the 

word true and ultimate sympathy, because in this way, though the grief-stricken may be 

considerably relieved, the deepest reason for the sorrow and the very grief itself is never 

removed.  It is true that another may enter in with us into our perplexities and sharing our grief 

bestow a measure of appeasement upon our broken down spirits, but no one, though he be friend 

or kin, can remove our miseries and its causes.  To understand this, we must focus our attention 

on Calvary and the Cross of Christ.  He alone entered into our deepest pain and grief of heart and 

removed the cause of it all from us by the way of His suffering.  For sin and all its implications is 

the deepest source of all our pains and sorrows.  In the good creation of God, prior to man’s sin, 

there was no remorse and neither shall there be in the world to come, for God shall wipe away all 

tears from our eyes and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall 

there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  For God, who has made the soul 

of His own Son an offering for sin on the Cross of Calvary, has made all things new.  For He 

sympathized with us when we, being alienated from Him, were lost in the depths of misery and 

woe. 

However, looking at that cross and suffering of our Lord from another point of view, we 

may say that here we find no sympathy whatever.  For in our day the land is full of institutions 

and homes for the poor and depressed, but when the Man of Sorrows was despised and rejected, 

men hid their faces from Him and refused to give regard unto Him.  Already at His birth, when 

as a helpless babe He was garbed in swaddling clothes and laid in the cattle’s bed, there was no 

one who felt sorry for Him.  And there were none that take pity when presently, He is ousted 

from the synagogue and ejected from the city of His nativity.  When, in the darkest hour of His 

affliction, His soul becomes exceedingly sorrowful, we find His closest friends, who had sworn 

their faithful allegiance unto Him, now in the quiet and peaceful repose of sleep.  When reproach 

has broken His heart and He is full of heaviness, He looks for some to take pity, but there was 

none and for comforters, but He found them not.  There was not a soul to share His sorrow; not a 

man to bear His pain.  He must suffer and die alone…. 



“Alone, alone, He bore it all alone; He gave Himself to save His own, He suffered, bled 

and died alone….alone.” 

And well it is that no part of that awful cross was borne by another lest the flesh should 

glory in His presence.  For it must become perfectly manifest that in no way whatever is Calvary 

a manifestation of man’s sympathy, but is exclusively the revelation of God’s love to us-ward.  

From our viewpoint, the cross portrays the opposite of sympathy for it is fully a manifestation of 

our deepest cruelty and hatred of God.  For rather than enter into His suffering with Him, we turn 

our backs upon Him and flee from Him when the way becomes difficult and seemingly 

impossible.  We deny Him to His face; we mock Him, buffet Him, spit upon Him and make Him 

the object of reproach.  Indeed, He was encompassed by dogs and enclosed by the assembly of 

the wicked.  For when He cried for thirst, we mercilessly gave Him gall and vinegar.  Worse than 

dogs are we and for us the reward of the wicked is too lofty. 

Do not say, my friend, that because this was done many years ago, it does not apply to 

us!  Do not try to find excuses for this great evil!  For in the very measure that we fail even now 

to enter with Him into His sufferings, we are guilty of this same offense.  Do not misunderstand.  

I do not say that we must stand at the foot of the cross and shed tears of pity, thus thinking that 

we can relieve Him of His suffering.  But we may and must beware, lest by our sin, we heap 

upon Him greater reproach.  Let us not deny Him, but rather bear His shame.  Let us go forth 

unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.  Let us not be ashamed to suffer for His sake, 

but rather count it all joy that we may be considered worthy.  And when the world comes to us 

with its vain appeals, temptations and pleasures and proffers us riches and honor, let us 

remember that in these things lie vanity and vexation of spirit and that to seek and know only 

them is to be encompassed by a multitude of sorrows, without sympathy in the day of visitation.  

For there is no true sympathy among the wicked nor is God sympathetically disposed toward 

them. 

But we have a sympathizing high priest.  He is a high priest who is touched with the 

feeling of our infirmities and who, moved with compassion toward us, bore our grief, carried our 

sorrow, was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.  And He lay down His 

life for His sheep.  For it was in this that the magnificent character of His deep sympathy for us 

is revealed.  For by His suffering, He did not enter into our sorrows to share them with us, nor 

did He go before us as an illustrious example of intrepid courage, but He took all our grief and 

pain together with its complete cause upon Himself and bore them all away.  So now there is no 

more reason for us to sorrow.  For our High Priest, who is Jesus the Son of God, did not remain 

in the sphere of our grief, but is passed on into the heavens and sits at the right hand of God our 

Father.  From thence, He rules over His church, making perpetual intercession for her as she 

lives in the midst of this world of sin and darkness and bestowing upon her all spiritual blessings 

in heavenly places.  He imparts unto her the forgiveness of sins through His blood and He makes 

her principally to live the life of His glorious Kingdom which is the blessed life of fellowship 

and friendship through the Comforter whom He has sent unto us from the Father.  Such is the 

blessed fruit of His sympathy. 

And well does He know that we now lie in the midst of sin and are surrounded by 

manifold temptations and that in the present body of this flesh, there are still present with us an 

ever increasing number of reasons to make us full of sorrow, grief and pain.  And, then, too, the 

world of wickedness heaps upon us reproach, casts us out, for it hates us as it hated Him and 

makes this life as much of a perfect misery as is possible.  Is that your experience, fellow 

Christians?  If not—then, why not?  If so—then do not go to man to receive sympathy for I am 



sure he will fail to satisfy your earnest desire and you will remain without relief in your misery.  

But go to the cross of Jesus and there take refuge in the shelter of His blood which was shed 

because He was moved with compassion toward us.  Oh, how great is His mercy from 

everlasting to everlasting.  There cast all your cares upon Him because He careth for you.  There 

make all your needs and requests known unto Him by supplication and prayer with thanksgiving.  

There obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  “What a friend we have in Jesus.  All 

our sins and grief’s to bear.  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.”  And that 

because He sympathizes with us in all our weakness.  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding 

out! 
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