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There is every reason to believe, from things one hears almost continuously that the evil of   

movie attendance is spreading day by day, also within our own Protestant Reformed churches. You 

young people are certain to know more about this than I do. Nevertheless, what I do know is more than 

sufficient to give cause for deep concern. 

There was a time, not so many years ago, when the overwhelming majority of our young people 

of Reformed persuasion did not think of seeking their entertainment in these places of the world. It was 

understood and accepted without question that movies and theaters were not for the children of God's 

covenant. They were worldly places where worldly people sought their amusement. God’s people, on 

the other hand, centered their activities around the church. 

Today, however, this is different. No longer are movies identified with the world. They that do 

so are considered old-fashioned and undeveloped in their conceptions. More and more young people 

are kicking over the traces, breaking away from this traditional stand of the Reformed churches and 

seeking their amusement in the worldly movies, until now we have come to the point where those who 

can say that they never have gone to “a show” are the exception rather than the rule. 

It was not my intention to write about the movie evil at this time. My article for this issue of 

Beacon Lights was already written when the determination came to me to direct this appeal to our 

young people, especially those who are just starting on this road of sin, who still enjoy the confidence 

of their parents and church, but who secretly attend shows nevertheless. 

I do not mean to say, that I am excluding the others from my appeal, those, namely, who are 

more bold and regular about their movie attendance, whose parents are aware that they go, and who do 

not hesitate to tell their pastor and elders in the presence of their parents that they see no wrong or harm 

whatever in this practice. To them as well I say: Turn from your evil way to the paths of righteousness 

and godliness. 

However, I am thinking more especially of you, who know that you are walking in an evil way, 

who still are active in catechism and societies, who still enjoy the confidence of your parents and 

fellow Christians but are violating the same, nevertheless, by your more or less frequent attendance of 

the worldly movie. Of you I pray: don't continue on this sinful road; abstain entirely from this form of 

worldly amusement; don't permit yourself to be tempted, even to accommodate boyfriend or girlfriend, 

but rather stand your ground and show them the way of purity and uprightness. 

And parents, may I have your attention for a moment? Don't tell yourself that this admonition 

and appeal is uncalled for, or even that they are entirely superfluous in your particular case. Better if 

would be to investigate than to assume this attitude of smug complacency. It is more than just possible 

that a surprise is in store for you,—and a shock, too. At any rate, the unfaithfulness of so many, who 

always were regarded as exemplary children and young people, has forced us to a point, where no 

parent in the home or consistory on family visitation can afford simply to assume that there is no 

ground for suspicion. Many of our parents are shocked and grieved when they discover the truth about 

their children. Many more would be, if they knew the truth. I
’
m speaking, of course, about those 

parents who are deeply conscious of the evil of movie attendance. Others are neither shocked nor 

grieved). I do not say, you understand, that our relations with our children should be based on distrust 

and constant suspicion. I do say, however, that we do well to keep this thing in mind and to remember, 

that our own children, too as well as the neighbor's, “are incapable of doing any good and prone to all 

evil.” 

* * * * * * 



Young people, will you listen to me? I’m not going to argue with you. This matter is too 

obvious. I merely want to remind you of a few things you know only too well, in the hope that the Lord 

will bring you to your senses. 

You know very well that the movie is a corrupt institution and that, therefore, you are walking 

in an evil way. You'd know this even though you never had attended a “show”. The advertisements in 

any newspaper, the pictures on almost any billboard will tell you that. All they speak of is horror, 

crime, sex and carnal love. All they portray is passionate embraces, lustful kisses, murder, violence of 

every description, nudity, suggestiveness that knows no bounds. How much advertising does the movie 

industry do that itself does not have the purpose of exciting the carnal passions of man? You agree with 

me, do you not? You’ll find the proof in any movie magazine or any newspaper, your conservative 

Grand Rapids Press included. Turn to the movie page in any edition of any newspaper and the one 

thing that will strike you is the worldliness of it all, the sensuality, the appeal to the carnal appetites of 

man. All that the movies do to lure the customers through the turnstiles speaks one and the same 

language. 

You know very well, that once you are inside things do not improve one bit. How could they? 

Surely, anything that deliberately makes itself appear so objectionable in its advertisements cannot 

itself be good. If, perchance, you are minded to defend your movie attendance, you had better answer 

this question: If there is not unadulterated sex and crime and sensual love in your movies why do they 

use these themes as the principal appeal to draw the public to them? And how long would the movie 

survive if it did not give the people exactly what they were promised by these advertisements? We 

know very well that all this obnoxious and sensual advertising is simply the breaking out of the 

putrefaction within. Still you go, don’t you? Exactly because you crave those very things that, the 

movies have to offer in the way of the satisfaction of the flesh. Let's admit it. Then there is hope. 

You know well enough that “the show” is purely a thing of the world: that it depicts the life of 

the world, speak the language of the world, instills the vain philosophy of the word and reveals the 

passions and ideals of the world; that it more than anything else reveals the inner self of the natural 

man. There the world declares, in unmistakable language, what it thinks of God and His church, heaven 

and hell, marriage and divorce, the Name and Day of the Lord, murder and theft, etc. You cannot help 

but realize what it means when young people and even children, in the tenderest and most 

impressionable years of their lives, allow their receptive hearts and minds to soak in this filth and 

corruption and permit the children of this world to instruct them in all their evil ways. You are aware, 

too, that no method of instruction is so effective as that which is used in the movie. What the eye sees is 

assimilated so readily, and remembered so long. Is it really your desire to be identified with such an 

institution? 

You know as well as I do that sin against every one of God’s commandments is played with in 

your movies, for your entertainment: that the movie is a school of crime and a perverter of morals: that 

there sexual impurity is extolled as love, murder is offered for entertainment, indecency is glorified as 

beauty and divorce is presented as legitimate. There the sacred is profaned, the minds of children and 

adolescents are poisoned and the passions are inflamed. Too many have testified that they received 

their start on the way of crime and shame in the movies. Too many young people have admitted that 

they learned their methods of love-making in the movies and then went home to practice the same on 

each other. You know in how far the shoe fits you yourself. You wouldn't deny the truth of these things, 

would you, when modern educators and psychologists themselves verify it? You wouldn't deny, would 

you, that the majority of the movies are not pure, and that the movies appeal to man’s baser appetites? 

And you will pardon me for doubting your motives too. Otherwise, why does the world offer this 

“stuff” in such abundance? Why are sex, horror, crime and worldly love the themes in from 75 to 80% 

of all movies, according to reliable statistics? Why do pictures like “Gone With The Wind” and those of 

a similar nature draw the largest crowds and run the longest in any given locality? Because they are 

educational! You know better. It is because they are expected to be extra suggestive, smutty, “frank”. 



That's why some of you, who are reading this now, and who otherwise are not movie addicts, did have 

to go to see “Gone With The Wind”. 

All this you know, and more. 

You also know, or should know, that in attending these places and diverting your attention to the 

things of the world you are aiding the forces of darkness to undermine the life of the church. Indeed, 

you are! Whether you realize it or not, but by your actions you are aiding the forces that are working 

for the deterioration and devitalization of God’s cause in the world. Oh, you say, but that is not my 

purpose at all. Then forsake this evil way, and do so entirely. You cannot serve God and Mammon. You 

cannot fill yourselves with the smut and sensualism that the movies offer and at the same time live, 

really live, in the church and concentrate on the study of God’s Word, your catechism work and society 

life. Do these things ever go together? At any rate, the fact is, that while movie attendance is becoming 

more and more general, church life is on the down grade all along the line. 

One more thing. 

You know, how shamefully you are deceiving your parents and “letting them down” who are so 

eager that you shall continue in the right way. They don’t know that you “go to shows”, do they? They 

trust you. They pray for you. They feel that you are better than the average. Yes, the majority of young 

folks go to “shows”, but they are confident that you do not. And they thank the Lord for it. So positive 

are they that you abstain from this evil that they do not even feel the need of over questioning you. 

They feel that this would be an insult to your integrity. And that’s the way your minister feels about you 

too. That’s why he did not ask you, when on family visitation in your home, about attending movies. 

No, he had not forgotten! He thought that much of you. They should know, shouldn’t they? They 

should know how you violate their confidence. Looked at now from this point of view, doesn’t it all 

make one feel like a “heel”? Serving the world and doing the very things they so confidently know you 

would never do, and all behind the very screen of their implicit faith in you. This alone is very sinful, 

remember that. But some day your sin will find you out. Then their confidence in you, such a beautiful 

thing to have, will be shattered.—and confidence, once lost, is difficult to regain. 

* * * * * * * 

My covenant friends, will you receive these lines in the spirit wherein they are written? I plead 

with you who are guilty, (for I still believe that many are not, a greater percentage, perhaps, than in any 

other church): Mend your way! 

Don’t sacrifice the welfare of Zion on the altar of worldliness and passion. 

Don't saturate your hearts and minds with the corruption of the world and exchange the riches 

of your covenant life for the vain pleasures of Egypt, selling your birthright for a mess of pottage. 

Don’t join the company of them concerning whom it is written, “Knowing the judgment of 

God, that they who commit such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but have 

pleasure in them that do them." Rom. 1:32. 

 

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” 
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