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Dear fellows:-- 

In times like ours, times of war and confusion, times, too, when the world exerts itself 

more strenuously than otherwise to realize its dream of a united world, happy with peace and 

prosperity, apart from God and without Christ—in such times, the people of God often speak of 

it that the coming of the Lord draws nigh and that the end of this present world is fast 

approaching.  They are mindful of the fact that, according to the Bible, certain things must first 

come to pass, before the Lord will return and usher in the kingdom of glory and in the present 

events they see that those things are fast being realized. 

Now, although we must be careful lest we begin to talk and to act as if we knew “the day 

and the hour”, and deceive ourselves with false hopes, I, too, believe that conditions in the world 

of today remind us emphatically that the Lord is coming and that the world is fast approaching 

its end. 

What special reasons there are in our present time for this belief I will, perhaps, explain 

some other time. 

This time I want to write about another phase of this same truth. 

The Bible instructs us that the day of the Lord, that is, the day in which He shall come 

again in order to judge the quick and the dead, is always near.  A few centuries more or less 

make no difference with a view to this nearness.  And so the Word of God admonishes God’s 

people that, in this world, they shall live as if that day were present.  They must walk as if in that 

day.  That means that the truth of that coming must be in our hearts and before our mind, 

constantly.  It means, too, that it must fill us with a strong and glad and lively hope of that 

coming.  We must not be filled with fear at the thought of the end of all things and of the 

appearance of our Lord in glory, but rather, have confidence that in that day we shall be like 

Him.  And the hope of that coming and of being like Him in that day must be an incentive, a 

strong motive for the believer in this world, to keep his garments clean and unspotted and to 

walk in the light to the glory of God our Saviour.  That day of the Lord, therefore, must, 

according to Scripture, dominate our whole life in this world, so that we do not seek the things 

on the earth, but the things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God.  In that 

sense, we must live as in that day. 

Fellows, our hope and prayer is that you, too, wherever you are and whatever may be the 

fashion of the particular world in which you must live as long as you are in the service, may live 

in the hope of His coming and remember that “the end of all things is near.” 

God bless you! 
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