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“We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God that we may be able to stand in the evil day.”  

With these words the Apostle Paul warned the church at Ephesus and reminded her of the power 

and type of enemy which is constantly seeking to destroy her.  Church history is full of instances 

which show us that the church is never left alone by that enemy and that she must always be on 

her guard and equipped with the whole armor of God. 

We have noticed many of the ways in which the devil had been trying to destroy the early 

New Testament church.  He came with false doctrines which appealed to the newly converted 

Jews.  He led men to propagate heresies which appealed to the converts who formerly believed 

all the pagan mythology.  He also provided a false doctrine which was intended to deceive both 

the serious-minded Jews and Gentiles.  Ebionism, Gnosticism and Montanism followed each 

other and were meant to be bait to lure the believers away from Christ and from their faith in 

Him. 

But, not only is the devil a powerful adversary, church history teaches us that he is a 

relentless, untiring and persistent enemy of the church.  He does not stop.  He may change his 

tactics, but he will not cease to assault the church.  And he had one more fiery dart to hurl at the 

church besides those of which we already have spoken.  He came as the wolf in sheep’s clothing 

after a period of walking about as a lion seeking to devour whom he could.  After years of 

violent and almost continual persecution through which the devil sought to destroy the church 

and its faith, he now moves his servants to make peace and usher the church into a new era.  

Under Constantine, the church was given rest from persecution and not only was it now possible 

for one to confess his faith in Christ without fear of persecution, but now it became compulsory 

for the citizens of Constantine’s realm to belong to the church. 

The devil is still there, however, and this sudden turn of events was not due to his 

concession of defeat.  It is but a change of tactic.  While formerly he sought to lure God’s people 

out of the church with tempting bait, now he seeks to corrupt the church from within by making 

it open its doors to unbelievers of every sort.  Before this, false teachers had crept into the church 

in the vain attempt of destroying the church, but now thousands upon thousands of unbelievers 

were ushered into the church and began to corrupt it from within. 

It all came about in the year 311 A.D. when Constantine issued an edict of toleration.  

This was later followed in the year 312 by an edict which not simply tolerated the Christian 

religion, but even gave it complete freedom.  Constantine himself cannot be regarded as a 

believer.  His deeds were against any such judgment of him.  In fact, had he been a true believer, 

he would not have welcomed all these pagans of his realm into the bosom of the church.  His 

reason for setting Christianity free was partly due to his realization that oppression of the church 

in no way whatsoever stopped its growth as former persecutions had made plain and partly due 

to his carnal ambitions to unite church and state under himself as the head.  He was an ambitious 

and worldly wise man. 

The point we would have you consider about this incident in early church history is that 

this action of Constantine brought definitely to a close the period which we have been 

considering: namely, the age of apologetics.  It was no longer necessary for the church to defend 



its position in the world and to give a reason why it has a right to exist.  Constantine saw to it 

that Christianity was recognized. 

Let us not forget, however, that God is behind this historical event as He is behind all that 

transpires.  He decreed all things and this work of Constantine is not excluded from His counsel.  

A new period of church history now begins.  A period is ushered in wherein the church, 

unhindered by persecution and stirred up to greater activity by the false doctrines which arose, 

began to develop the truth of the Scriptures and led by the Spirit composed many beautiful 

confessions to which we ascribe today.  This of course, is the divine purpose behind this new 

liberty which the church receives at the hand of Constantine.  Once again, the truth of Scripture 

speaks to us that all things work together for good to those that love God.  In fact, the actions of 

Constantine by the wisdom and counsel of God worked for the good of the church as it stands in 

the world today.  We share in the fruits of the church made possible by the freedom under 

Constantine. 
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