
Its Spiritual Necessity (2) 
Rev Richard Veldman 

 

 

 

We ended our previous article on this sub-topic by stating: “Only the pure, Reformed 

conception gives the correct answer to the question: Why is Christian living necessary at all?”  In 

this article we shall try to give that answer. 

That conversion and good works are necessary, that a child of God must live a Christian 

life, that unless we do so we cannot call ourselves Christian, is plain from Scripture and the 

Reformed confessions.  In Lord’s Day 32 of our Heidelberg Catechism, we read: “Cannot they 

then be saved, who, continuing in their wicked and ungrateful lives, are not converted to God?  

By no means; for the holy Scriptures declare that no unchaste person, idolater, adulterer, thief, 

covetous man, drunkard, slanderer, robber or any such like, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”  

That language is clear and unambiguous.  If we continue in our way of sin, the end will be 

eternal damnation.  How correct our fathers were, is plain from I Cor. 6:9, 10, where we find the 

same language: “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Be not 

deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of 

themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 

shall inherit the kingdom of God.”  Besides, our own consciences bear witness to this same truth.  

The inmost being of every man testifies: we must repent, be converted, do good works, live 

Christian lives—or perish forever. 

Scripture, however, also tells us why this is necessary.  It is because of the nature of our 

spiritual lives.  The necessity is a purely spiritual one. 

We might put it this way: the child of God simply must live a Christian life.  He does not 

ask: what’s in it?  He says: I cannot do otherwise.  He cries with the apostle Paul: “How shall we 

who are dead to sin live any longer therein?” Romans 6:2. 

And we must live Christian lives simply because Christ works His life in our hearts if we 

are truly His.  He does not only redeem us by His blood: He also renews us by His Spirit.  The 

former He does on Calvary.  There He purchased our eternal freedom by paying the full ransom 

for sin.  There He merited our justification, removed our condemnation far from us and 

purchased our liberation from the prison wherein we lie by nature.  All this He did for us on the 

cross.  However, there is more.  What Christ did for us is only part of our complete deliverance. 

It is only the foundation, as it were.  There must also be a superstructure.  There is also 

the work of Christ in and through us.  Salvation is not only something that is merited for us: it is 

also something that is worked in us.  The Lord Jesus also renews us by His Spirit.  This latter, 

after all, is the whole purpose of all He did for us.  Having blotted out our guilt, He also delivers 

us from the spiritual dominion of sin in our hearts.  Having merited eternal life, He also bestows 

it.  He does not only die for us: He also lives in us.  As our complete Savior, He also makes us 

one with Himself by a true and living faith, whereby we are engrafted into Him like a branch into 

a vine and whereby we cling to Him, live out of and unto Him and receive out of him grace for 

grace unto eternal life with God.  Hence, He makes us His image bearers, gives us life and light 

and faith and love, changes the heart, inclines the will, enlightens the mind and makes us living, 

active Christians.  Christ for us also becomes Christ in us. 

Don’t you see then how salvation effects a radical, spiritual change in our hearts and 

lives, which spiritual change is the root of all Christian living?  Now we again love the good, in 



as far as we live that new life and our desire is once again to walk according to the law of God in 

all good works. 

Thus the necessity of living Christian lives becomes plain as day to us.  God Himself 

works also this, by His grace in Christ.  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.” Eph. 2:10. 

Now we see plainly why a wicked, ungrateful, unconverted man cannot be saved as long 

as he walks in such a way.  It is not that salvation depends on our works, for it doesn’t.  But, 

where there is no Christian living, there is no living Christian.  Such a man has never received 

the grace of God in Christ and the life that is from above.  A tree that bears no fruit, that shows 

no signs of life, is dead. 

And thus we see why a child of God must do good works.  Why is a Christian life 

necessary if we already are Christians?  Precisely because we are Christians.  Why good works if 

we are saved by grace alone?  Exactly because we are saved by grace.  Why a new life if we are 

saved by faith and not by works?  Precisely because we are saved by faith and faith lives, acts 

and always lives and acts out of and unto God.  We breathe, not in spite of the fact that we are 

alive, not in order that we may live, but simply because we do live.  Our lives must be Christian, 

not in spite of the fact that we are Christians, not in order that we may become Christians, but 

simply because we are Christians. 

Our Netherland Confession sums it up beautifully when it says in Article 24: “Therefore 

it is impossible that this holy faith can be unfruitful in man: for we do not speak of a vain faith, 

but of such a faith, which is called in Scripture a faith that worketh by love, which exciteth man 

to the practice of those works, which God has commanded in His Word.” 

In conclusion, let me add one thing.  If this salvation in Christ were now complete, if 

there were in us only that new life, we should have nothing more to say about the entire subject 

of Christian living.  We should be in no need of further instruction and admonition.  

Spontaneously we would know and do the right.  However, this is not the case.  We still carry 

with us the old man of sin.  Therefore, the life of the Christian, at best, is a continuous struggle.  

And therefore we are in constant need of being instructed in all that pertains to Christian living, 

in order that we may know how to heed the word of Scripture: “Walk as children of the 

light…And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” 

Eph. 5:3, 11 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 7 No. 5 February 1947 


