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Wait a minute! 

You ought to read this! 

I know, you’ve heard so much about that subject that you are probably inclined to say, 

“That’s ancient history.”  And, without realizing it, you are saying more than you intended to 

say.  It certainly is “ancient history”, as old, I should say, as the human race itself.  But don’t 

forget, that it is also very modern!  It’s history, past and present.  It’s history in the making. 

One hears and reads a great deal today about juvenile delinquency, which, as someone 

has said, could perhaps better be called adult or parental delinquency.  There is little doubt as to 

the truth of this.  What else can one expect from homes that are broken by continual strife and 

wrecked by the evil of divorce, where children are left to shift for themselves without the proper 

parental discipline, supervision and guidance? 

However, it is not from the mere general point of view that we wish to call attention to 

this evil.  One can expect those things in the world where men have nothing but contempt for 

God’s commandments and are motivated by carnal, selfish desires in enmity to the living God.  

And although we as Christians bemoan this sad condition in the world, we nevertheless know 

that it must be so because of God’s judgments upon the ungodly.  We know also that this 

condition shall steadily grow worse in the measure that the man of sin is revealed and the day of 

Christ approaches.  If we could merely let the case rest there and wash our hands in innocence, if 

this condition existed only in the world and we could look down upon it from some exalted 

position with garments that were unspotted by this crime, we might assume an attitude of 

indignation in respect to the world and feel quite satisfied with ourselves. 

But can we? 

We know only too well that we can’t.  The evidence is too convincing to be easily 

denied.  No one can deny that this evil exists also in the sphere of the church of Jesus Christ.  I 

am not thinking now of such exceptional instances where “Christian” young people are hauled 

into court and charged with this crime.  Nor am I thinking at the moment of those “Christian” 

parents who are remiss in their duty and through their own delinquency are the cause of the 

delinquency of their children.  One might say a whole lot about that and the parents who read 

this may certainly take it to heart.  But since I am writing in a magazine that is intended 

especially for Christian young people, I may limit my remarks on this subject to them. 

Webster defines delinquency as “failure, omission or violation of duty; transgression of 

law”.  A delinquent, therefore, is one who is “failing in duty; offending by neglect or violation of 

duty or of law.”  But why not call it by its right name?  Delinquency is sin!  In fact, one may say 

that all sin is essentially delinquency because it is a “missing of the mark”, a failure on our part 

to give to God that honor and glory which is due Him, an offense against His holiness, a 

transgression of His law.  This, however, does not preclude the possibility of speaking of 

delinquency as a particular manifestation of sin, as distinguished from the delinquency of sin in 

general.  Considered within the scope of our present discussion, we may say, therefore, that there 

is, among the many sins that characterize our walk of life, the particular sin of delinquency.  

Although the term is in itself contradictory for lack of a better term, we may speak of “Christian 

delinquency”.  By this term we mean to refer to our neglect of duty as it pertains to the religious 

and spiritual exercises which God requires of us within the sphere of the church.  In this respect, 



there is first of all that gross form of delinquency by which we fail to attend the service on the 

Lord’s Day or “skip” the hour of catechism and thus neglect the means of grace.  When this is 

done willfully, such an individual becomes a liar and practices the lie in respect to his parents, 

who assume that he attends, in respect to the church, which requires that he attend and thus also 

in respect to God to Whom he must give an account.  (In this connection, parents do well to 

make sure not only that son or daughter leave at the proper time, but also that he has prepared 

himself and that he has actually attended, lest they unawares contribute to this delinquency of 

their child by their neglect or by a proud presupposition that their Jane or Johnny wouldn’t do 

such a thing.)  However, I am not, at the moment, interested in that type of delinquent.  I am glad 

that I may say that this miserable delinquent is an exception.  I want to speak to you, who, I feel 

assured, also condemn such willful “skipping” and neglect of duty.  Isn’t it possible that, while 

we condemn delinquency in others, we ourselves are guilty of it in some other form perhaps?  

Are we not guilty of that same sin when we allow some form of selfish pleasure to keep us from 

attending our class?  Do we not choose, in such instances, for our own carnal and temporal 

pleasure rather than the service and blessing of God?  And does not this same thing hold for us 

when we permit ourselves to be caught up in the spirit of this pleasure-mad world so that we 

have no time for our membership in some society that serves for mutual edification?  But 

suppose that you can justly point to the record to prove that you faithfully attend both catechism 

class and society meetings, does that absolve you of all contamination of this evil?  True, you 

have then avoided every external form of delinquency.  But have you avoided its real stain?  

Delinquency is not first of all a matter of external form, but an internal reality in the heart.  Is it 

therefore not true that you are guilty of delinquency when you do not prepare yourself properly 

for such spiritual exercises or when you do not give attendance to the instruction that is given?  

Then, although you have avoided the form, you, nevertheless, practice the same lie in your heart 

before God.  And when year after year you faithfully attend catechism and in every physical and 

intellectual respect have become an adult, but fail to become one spiritually and fail to take an 

adult position through confession of your faith, are you not a delinquent?  Must not the church 

conclude that you have failed to realize the end which God has in view in the instruction you 

have received? 

We could write a great deal more on this subject, but space will not permit; nor is that 

really necessary, if you have understood the point in question. 

Instead of looking at others, let us ask a question of ourselves: am I, perhaps, in spite of 

all appearances, a delinquent?  

Remember that delinquency is a tool of the devil! 

May God deliver us from it! 
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