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In the January issue of Beacon Lights we promised to continue discussing the subject 

“Choosing a Vocation”.  Well, here we are once more to resume where we left off the last time. 

First of all, I like to come back to your remark that there are so many vocations in our day 

and that this in itself makes it already difficult to make a definite choice. That remark of yours is 

indeed correct and to the point.  We live in an extremely specialized age. Statisticians claim that 

there are at least 600 occupational groups in our country and more than 25,999 specific jobs.  

What a tremendous field.  O course, it is impossible to know something about all of the more 

than 600 occupational groups, much less can you know something about the 25,999 specific 

jobs.  However, it is not at all necessary to know something about everything before you can 

really make up your mind, before a definite choice can be made.  On the other hand it is well and 

also necessary in our day and age to know at least a little about vocations in general.  This is 

often a help to make a wise choice.  Of course, there may be such a thing that one’s mind is 

made up very definitely at an early age as to his or her choice of vocation.  But even then we 

cannot just blindly follow our desires in this respect.  Usually it is very wise to inquire and find 

out about the particulars of any vocation or job.  There may be angles to certain vocations which 

prohibit us from choosing them.  I am thinking now particularly of principle and spiritual 

objections. 

And that leads me to my second general observations.  There are a good many vocations 

which we as Protestant Reformed covenant young people cannot choose.  You may just as well 

make up your mind that your field of choice is very much limited.  There are e.g. any number of 

vocations, occupations and jobs which we cannot choose for reasons of principle.  The nature of 

many vocations is such that they are sinful or anti-Christian to begin with or so closely 

associated with sinful lusts, practices, worldly amusements, entertainments, etc., that we are 

positively excluded from such occupations.  For example: who would defend the choice of a 

vocation that would bring one directly into contact and association with the Hollywood movie 

industry?  Who of you would defend seeking a job which would mean close contact with and 

helping to promote the business of houses of ill repute?  Or, again, who of you would ever think 

of learning the trade of bartender and seek this as your life’s vocation?  And there are a great 

many similar jobs or vocations which bring us in such close contact with the world of sin that it 

is inconceivable that any of you would even desire such an occupation. 

However, there are still more, there are not only a good many jobs which are so directly 

in the service of sin or so intimately associated with it that we should never even think of seeking 

such vocations, but there are also a great number of vocations which, although legitimate in 

themselves, make it impossible for us to seek such vocations because they curtail and limit us in 

the free exercise of our worship of God according to His Word and the dictates of our 

conscience.  This is definitely the case e.g., with occupations which make it compulsory for us to 

belong to a certain association or union the principles of which are contrary to the Word of God.  

And this is a tremendous field in our day.  And as young people we may just as well make up our 

mind that while the world becomes broader and while the vocational field expands tremendously, 

our vocational world is in many respects narrowing down.  A vocation may be very honorable 

and legitimate in itself while the strings attached to it, the things that necessarily go with it, make 

it impossible for us to enter into that particular field.  And especially in our day, we have to be 



very careful on this score.  By all means investigate before you decide, seek advice before you 

plunge into something or land in an environment where you must deny the spiritual principles 

which are most dear to you and where you cannot serve your God according to His Word.  And 

from all appearances in this respect our field is becoming narrower as time goes on.  And this is 

Scriptural, too.  The people of God will be crowded out.  This also is suffering for Christ’s sake.  

For Christ’s sake many a vocation, legitimate in itself, is not open for us because it involves 

either direct or tacit denial of our God.  Young people, be wise, be wide awake, be spiritually 

minded, let yourselves be guided by the good counsel of those who seek your real and spiritual 

welfare. 

Closely related to the foregoing are also a number of vocations which, although 

legitimate in themselves, make it positively or well-nigh impossible for a conscientious Christian 

to seek and occupy such a place.  I am thinking now e.g., of jobs like police officer or fireman.  

These jobs are not sinful in themselves, why should they be?  However, the strings attached to 

them make it inadvisable to choose such a vocation.  For these jobs usually, if not always, imply 

that you must belong to a union with the principles of which you may be reasonably sure, you 

cannot agree.  And it also definitely means Sunday labor.  It seems to me in this same category 

of vocations also falls seeking a career in the Army or Navy, although to me this is worse than 

the foregoing.  There is a great difference between being drafted and choosing the Army or Navy 

for a career.  Many of our boys know from experience that this is not the proper spiritual 

atmosphere for our covenant youth.  Should a Christian seek these and similar vocations?  

Personally, I cannot conceive of this.  I think there is something basically, spiritually wrong 

already with a Protestant Reformed youth if he goes for these and similar jobs.  He is drifting 

away already from the staunch Protestant Reformed conception of the truth, of our world and life 

view.  And I think life itself proves that all such young people who seek these kinds of vocations 

are lost to our churches.  Don’t be indifferent, but aware, investigate, be conscientious about the 

matter of choosing a vocation.  Perhaps you reply: “But if you start talking that way, the field is 

very limited.”  I agree and that is just exactly what I like to impress upon your mind. 

In this same connection, we also might mention vocations which of necessity imply 

following a course of higher education in worldly colleges and godless universities.  After all, 

you must follow the course; you must be trained by godless men in a purely worldly institution.  

You are under the influence of the educated men of the world who may be very brilliant in their 

particular scientific field, but who are nevertheless ungodly men that have no place for the God 

of Scripture, but positively deny and (or) attack the fundamental principles of true Christianity.  

Men who boldly declare that they are Atheists, Agnostics, Evolutionists, etc.  And it is 

impossible not to be influenced or impressed by such brilliant, but ungodly minds.  And then, of 

course, there is the association with godless students, infidels, the life on the campus, the 

unavoidable worldly surroundings in which one must live and breathe.  Under such 

circumstances and in such an atmosphere it must be extremely difficult for a Christian student to 

keep himself free from the pollution of the world.  Should we expose ourselves, should we 

expose our children for a number of years to the modern paganism of the purely worldly 

institutions of learning?  It seems to me we must proceed cautiously and think twice before we 

are too positive in our defense of some of these things.  A particular vocation in itself may be 

legitimate, even laudable, but in order to attain to it we must follow a prescribed course and be 

exposed to a great many spiritual dangers before the goal is reached.  Even under the most ideal 

circumstances and being fully aware of the spiritual leanings of my child, I still would fear and 

tremble if I had children that were daily exposed to the great dangers which we mentioned in this 



paragraph.  Perhaps some of our people would like to give their opinion on this matter in our 

Beacon Lights.  We would welcome this, either from parents or students.  Of course, I know very 

well that we must spiritually separate ourselves from the world and that local and literal 

separation is impossible and even contrary to Scripture.  But this is not the point at stake.  I also 

fully realize that God must and can keep me and my child from the pollution and contamination 

of the world.  And I trust that He will also do this in every case where He as it were forces me 

providentially into situations which are entirely beyond my control and where I have no choice 

in the matter.  We have experienced this very remarkably in recent times when our boys were in 

the Army and Navy and lived in the very spheres of cesspools of iniquity.  But it makes a lot of 

difference whether God leads me there providentially or whether I choose to be there and then 

expect that the Lord will take care of me.  And as far as practical life is concerned, there is 

abundant proof for the fact that many a young man out of Reformed circles through higher 

education was lost for the Reformed faith, not to speak yet of those who actually turned their 

backs on Christianity.  Perhaps you say: “This need not be so.”  Maybe not, but facts are facts 

and we certainly are responsible not only for the work we do and the vocation we choose, but 

also for the means and the way whereby our goal is attained.  Let’s be careful, let’s be prayerful.  

Besides, a vocation may easily be chosen which of necessity leads us away from our own 

churches or even from the Reformed circles in the broader sense of the word.  There are all kinds 

of consequences connected with choosing a vocation and we do well to weigh these 

consequences.  I can readily conceive of choosing a legitimate vocation while the price we have 

to pay (of course, I am thinking in spiritual terms) is too high, so that it is not worth the cost.  

And, after all, is there but one particular vocation suitable for us, could we not choose another 

vocation where the spiritual risks and dangers are not nearly so great?  I would like to remind 

you of the fact that you must be willing to sacrifice all for Christ’s sake. 

Sorry, but our space is taken for this issue. 
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