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All things do.  That fact has always been recognized.  One hundred years ago, in 1847, a 

minister in the Church of England expressed that same thought in the words of well-known 

hymn which he wrote.  Though you have undoubtedly heard and sung the hymn, you may have 

never known the man.  His name is the Rev. Henry F. Lyte.  In the year 1814, he had been 

stricken with a fatal illness and three years later he died.  Sometime during the year of his death, 

he wrote the hymn: “Abide With Me”.  One of its lines reads as follows: “Change and decay in 

all around I see”.  It is evident that he expressed that fact not only as a matter of observation, but 

also as a testimony of his own personal experience. 

But, on the other hand there are also principles which never change.  All things change, 

but in the midst of things, there are the everlasting principles of truth which are never altered.  

This that dying minister also recognized and knew.  Immediately following the line noting the 

change and decay in all things, he turns to pray: “O Thou Who changest not, abide with me”.  

He, too, understood that though all things change, there was the abiding and eternal reality of the 

Unchanging God. 

Since God does not change, it is evident that His Word likewise is absolute and eternal.  

As there is in Him “neither variableness nor shadow of turning” so in that which He speaks we 

have the unchangeable decree of His Sovereign will and counsel.  It simply follows that when 

the Unchangeable God speaks that which He declares stands true and unalterable, no matter what 

the course of time and history may bring in the way of change and decay.  For that same reason, 

He exhorts us to take heed unto His Word as unto a light shining in a dark place. 

There are especially two unchangeable Words of the Unchangeable God which need a 

reemphasis in our own day.  The one is: “Honor thy Father and thy Mother” and the other: 

“Train up a child in the way he should go”.  The one has respect unto our duties to our parents, 

the other concerns their obligations to us.  And both are eternal principles of truth that never 

change no matter how “old-fashioned” they may appear to our “modern age”. 

We as young people may think that with changing times that Word of God to us can be 

stretched a bit.  Perhaps, we feel that it is no longer necessary to discuss our problems and plans 

with the “old folks” who don’t understand our “fast”, “modern” and “scientific” world and age.  

Undoubtedly, we become a bit irritable when we are asked to give an account of ourselves when 

we come in late or it is discovered that we have missed our catechism or society meeting.  When 

we are questioned as to our associates and actions, we begin to assume that our elders are rather 

narrow in their thinking and don’t keep abreast of the times in which we live.  If they reprimand 

us for engaging in questionable practices or attending worldly amusements, we are likely to 

shrug our shoulders and sigh as if to say: “Oh, what’s the use, you wouldn’t understand 

anyway”.  We feel that we are young and free and must have our fling and that they have no 

right to limit us. 

Well, remember, they do not; the unchanging Word of God does.  No matter what the 

philosophy of our modern age may be, they both have the right and the positive calling to know 

and be concerned about our way and to direct it aright.  That unchangeable obligation has been 

place upon them by the Unchangeable God.  On the other hand, that means that we are called to 

honor, respect and obey them when they execute that calling; that’s God’s Word to us—likewise 



unchangeable.  Times may change, but principles never do; neither for us as youth nor for our 

parents.  It is in that way that we too must learn: 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day: Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away: 

Change and decay in all around I see: O, Thou Who changest not, abide with me. 
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