
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

January 1, 1947 

Dear Fellows: 

When a young man steps out of civilian life in order to enter military service, it must 

seem to him, I often think, that he is transferred to an entirely different world.  This must be felt 

by him in more than one way.  But I have especially in mind just how the difference between life 

in the service and civilian life, from the viewpoint of strict authority and discipline.  In the Army 

and Navy, especially in time of war, it is still understood that a house divided against itself 

cannot stand and the necessity of exercising authority and of demanding strict and unquestioning 

obedience is deeply felt.  You are simply ordered what to do and expected to carry out the orders 

without any questions asked.  You obey, not because what you are told to do is, in your 

judgment, proper and wise, but simply because your officers have authority over you. 

And that is as it should be. 

In civilian life, however, the real meaning of authority is hardly understood anymore and 

the virtue of true obedience is a very scarce article. 

The root of the trouble, no doubt, must be found in the home.  Children no longer learn to 

respect the authority of their parents.  They are on the throne and do as they please. 

And the results are everywhere evident.  Many people seem to have an idea that 

democracy is a form of government under which everybody strives to gain his own end and is his 

own authority.  The result is strife and chaos.  Society becomes a house divided against itself and 

works out its own destruction.  Unionism, especially during the recent months, with its methods 

of force, strikes, boycotts, closed shops, has clearly illustrated the truth of the statement that a 

house divided against itself cannot stand.  And although people in general are waking up to this 

fact, the deep root of the matter, disrespect for and rebellion against authority, acting upon the 

principle that might makes right, they do not see. 

A fine illustration of this was furnished in the recent case of the government against John 

L. Lewis and his miners.  You have, of course, all read about the case. The union boss threatened 

to call a coal strike: the government served an injunction on him, restraining him from calling 

such a strike; and John L. Lewis disregarded the injunction.  The people in general were opposed 

to the action of the union leader, mostly, however, for utility reasons.  They wanted coal.  The 

judge, however, clearly saw the issue involved: that of rebellion against authority.  And he said, 

in effect: “Mr. Lewis, the government is in authority and whether its injunction was right or 

wrong, it was your duty to obey first and complain later”. 

You, as Christian young men, understand these things, of course.  And even in the 

service, you obey not as eye servants and men pleasers, but for God’s sake and as unto the Lord. 

May God bless you! 
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