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Chapter 37 

 

In the preceding chapters we have seen the importance and significance of the speeches 

of Elihu. Now in this chapter we have the conclusion of the “Elihu section”. 

I.  The speech of God in the thunder is pointed to, vss. 1-5.  In the preceding chapter 

Elihu had made a reference to the storm that causes the cattle to fear, Chapter 36:33.  Now he 

himself expresses his own awe and fear, vs. 1: and calls attention to it, vs. 2.  And Elihu 

describes this manifestation of God in true childlike and creaturely reverence.  How different 

from the cold scientific, sometimes atheistic description which explains that thunder and 

lightning are the result of two forces of electricity meeting each other.  This is blind to the cause 

and the speech of God in these forces and their movements.  The point of Elihu is given in the 

last part of verse 5.  “Great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend”.  The speaker means 

to show that we cannot explain and understand the hidden reasons for God’s works, which has 

been made before in another connection.  This time, however, it is in connection with the real 

speech of God in the thunder.  Some think that there must have arisen a great storm while Elihu 

was speaking and that he is drawing lessons from it.  And it may be that his point is that when 

God speaks, as e.g., in thunder, it means man must be silent and man is silenced, as the whole 

earth is silenced when He speaks. 

II. The works of God which effect man are pointed to, vss. 6-13.  The snow and the rain 

seal up the hand of man, that is, prevent him from his usual labors.  The weather is most 

important for man’s life.  And of the things that God sends upon inhabitable earth it is said that it 

is per se grace of God.  But Elihu makes the definite point that it may be for correction, for 

mercy or for the land.  The word for correction has been translated scourge and the thought is the 

destruction that is caused upon the earth, of which the waste places are testimonies. 

III. Admonition to Job, vss. 14-20.  1. The direct address is found in verse 1.  2. The 

questions are put to Job which call to mind his ignorance and his weakness in the face of the 

wisdom and power of God, His wondrous works.  In vs. 17, it is pointed out that the least change 

in the weather, the warmth of the south wind and Job is made uncomfortable—“his garments are 

warm”, i.e. to his discomfort.  The firmament is referred to as a molten mirror, vs. 18 and is 

another example of God’s strength which shows Job’s impotence.  No one could possibly 

criticize the work of God.  We must desire to be kept in the way of worship and praise and not 

desire even that God should know that we murmur for that would be tantamount to a desire to be 

swallowed up, vs. 19. 

All this very beautifully and tactfully quiets Job and points to the way of righteousness. 

IV. His final point, vss. 21-24.  This is Elihu’s last word which is given to clear up Job’s 

difficulty.  If there are any doubts and fears, and there always are, we are admonished to patience 

and trust.  It may be that men see not the light, vs. 21.  This takes the example of the storm again, 

but refers to our affliction which leaves us in darkness.  Yet there is always a time when God 

causes the darkness to disappear.  Although we cannot see it always, nevertheless, the Lord is 

perfect in all his ways.  In the way of fear we shall receive.  The wise in heart are repelled by the 

Lord. 

 



 

Chapter 38 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 

 

The speech of God is most remarkable in this book of Job.  1. It is remarkable because in 

itself it is always a wonder of grace that God reveals Himself to His children.  That God reveals 

Himself by speaking directly to his children is unique only for the time that the canon of the 

Scriptures was in the making.  2. In the second place, it is remarkable that the Lord makes a 

speech in this drama of Job from the standpoint of Job’s insistence on his own righteousness 

even over against the justice of God. Job was a child of God, but he had in his affliction 

challenged the Lord to answer him.  It was only because there was also the earnest plea that he 

might hear from the Lord as to His way with him that there was any possibility of God’s 

answering.  Job had said in 31:25: “behold my desire is that the Almighty would answer me”.  

Now the Lord does so.  3. In the third place, this speech of the Lord is remarkable because of the 

problem it gives us.  It is so simple and it seems so like the speeches of the friends and Job 

himself that we wonder what is distinctly divine about these words. 

The point that will help us to understand the entire section, chapters 38-42, is to 

remember that the speech of the Lord is always the Gospel to man.  It is to save.  And the Lord 

speaks of His salvation in His usual unique way.  This of course does not exclude the law as a 

basis for the word of the gospel. 

The Manner of this revelation: 

1. The Lord appears in a whirlwind.  With Elijah it was in the still small voice.  Here it is 

a manner of revelation which is to be in harmony with the message of power and wisdom.  The 

whirlwind is to stop the further sinful attitude of Job. 

2. The Lord’s question form, which is maintained throughout, is to rebuke Job.  It fits the 

spiritual weakness of Job, is more effective. 

3. The challenge to answer the Lord, if possible, is given to Job also to serve to humiliate 

him.  It is as if the Lord speaks to Job as an equal to show how unequal Job is to God.  How 

perfect a pedagogical manner we can say. 

4. This manner of approach in itself shows God’s purpose to save, in the way of bringing 

about humiliation first of all. 

The First Speech 

1. The Lord points to His work of creation in a series of questions.  Verses 4-7.  The 

works of God’s creation are always a marvel to the creature.  His very creative power is a 

mystery which we can only behold in His works.  The questions in this connection place Job 

altogether in another class than the Almighty.  The reference to the morning stars or the sons of 

God is very likely to the angels, who must have witnessed some of God’s creating of the world.  

It may be that God shows Job that he is lower than the angels. 

2. The sea is the next observation, vss. 8-11.  The mighty deep is under the sovereign 

command of God. 

3. The dawn, vss. 12-15.  How marvelous is this description of the dawn of each day.  

How wonderful to remember this, to see what is meant in the expression: the dawn of the day of 

salvation, when the day star shall arise in our hearts and the Sun of righteousness shall appear. 

4. The origin and the depths of things are called attention to, vss. 16-21. 

5. The mysteries of rain and snow are the subjects of another examination.  They control 

the life of the creature upon the earth to a great extent, vss. 22-30. 



6. The wonders of heaven are recalled to Job who was an observer of the heavens, vss. 

30-38. 

7. The preservation of the animals by God is also called to his attention.  The 

representatives of the beasts and fowls are mentioned at least those which seek to devour so 

much. 

All the questions present the matter from the point of view of Job’s ability and his 

knowledge—“Canst thou, or knowest thou.”  And we certainly must have some sense of 

imagination to project ourselves into the wonders of God’s hand, too, in order to see the same 

impressive glory that Job must have seen when the Lord, the Creator, called his attention to it.  

We must take our Bibles and ourselves into God’s nature. 

 

 

Chapter 39 

 

This chapter continues the speech of God and it is also in the same manner of 

interrogation.  This time, however, the Lord leads Job to behold more in particular some of the 

wonders of the animal world.  Some of the mysteries that are called to attention are, the bringing 

forth of young by the wild goats and the hinds—the freedom of the wild ass—the untamable 

wildness of the “unicorn”, or better the ory or some type of antelope—the beauty of the 

peacock—the strange foolishness and speed of the ostrich—the glory of the war horse—the 

wisdom of the hawk. 

All these powers and characteristics are created in these animals and are not at all subject 

to the wisdom or hand of man.  These show the wisdom and power of the Maker.  In question 

form, the Lord impresses Job with the point that Job has no such power and wisdom at all. 

But the point is that the Lord chooses these animals which are well known to Job.  The 

mystery and glory of the creation as it attested to the glory of the Creator not only is pointed to in 

these words, but the striking thing is that it is all so familiar to Job. 

Problem 

The problem has been presented that there is nothing new in this speech of God.  Job had 

already sung of the praises of His Maker in his own speeches, for example his doxologies.  Some 

commentators have been puzzled and some have drawn the conclusion that these speeches are 

not really of the Lord and do not even belong in this book of Job.  Exactly when it seems so out 

of place because of its simplicity and commonplace character does its divine character manifest 

itself so strongly.  Man’s ways of conviction and salvation are not God’s ways.  Here God is 

humbling Job and bringing him to confession of sin and the necessary vision of faith.  It is so 

marvelous that God does so by speaking of things that are well known to us, that which we see 

every day.  Even for Job these same things were the object of his contemplation in his 

discourses.  God does not take Job to heaven, nor does He speak in a strange tongue, of strange 

things that have not come to the consciousness of the three friends and of Job.  That would have 

destroyed the responsibility of Job and the possibility of seeing his sin.  On the contrary, God 

spoke in the same kind of language and in the same style that Job was accustomed to in order to 

cause him to see the point immediately.  Pedagogically, it caused Job to see what he should have 

seen all the time.  It caused him to blush with shame and confess.  Such is the gracious character 

of all of God’s revelation and Gospel. 

 

 



Chapter 40 

 

In the first two verses, the Lord charges Job with contending with Him.  Further, Job had 

not been open to conviction in such an attitude.  Now upon this challenging rebuke of the Lord, 

Job makes his first confession to God.  In this confession, vss. 3-5, he confesses his vileness and 

his inability to make any reply to the Lord.  He also promises to keep from speaking to God. 

Then the Lord’s second speech is made. 

In vss. 10-14, he invites Job to govern the world, especially to judge and condemn the 

wicked.  This is an important point, for it very emphatically reminds Job to leave all matters of 

judgment to the Almighty alone.  The problem of the lot of the godly and the ungodly is 

answered fully even though briefly, for it points out that the Lord’s way of judgment is to bring 

to the ground in the dust, all the proud.  This certainly indicates complete victory over all 

workers of iniquity.  If Job is able to govern the world in righteousness, then the Lord will 

concede that Job can save himself.  In vs. 14, the Lord makes the point that also all salvation is 

therefore of the Lord. 

The remaining part of chapter 40 contains a reference to Behemoth, probably comparable 

to the hippopotamus and a great beast well known to Job.  We refer you to the text for the 

description of Behemoth which brings out his exceeding power and ways which makes him one 

of the greatest of water and land beasts. 

 

 

Chapter 41 

 

This is a continuation of chapter 40 and in this chapter we have the reference to the 

second great beast, leviathan, which is probably comparable to the crocodile or early species of 

crocodile which may have been of greater size and power even than present day specimens. 

From the very poetic, accurate and striking picture drawn of the leviathan, the Lord 

challenges Job’s ability and power in order to show to him in a final way his weakness.  If he 

would but consider these monsters and compare his weakness over against them, how much 

more so would he feel his impotence over against the Almighty.  This is directly stated in vs. 11.  

After this point, the Lord still continues to impress upon Job the powerful characteristics of the 

beast, vss. 12-34. 

The Problem 

Again this reference to these monsters has caused us difficulty in seeing the word of the 

Lord.  1. First of all, some have answered that these two chapters do not belong to the speeches 

of the Lord, because it doesn’t answer the problem of the book at all.  2. Some have suggested 

that the Lord is referring to the powers of wickedness as is done in the reference to the beasts in 

Revelation.  The very good commentator, Delitzsch, does not say this, but only suggests the 

possibility.  3. In the third place there is the explanation that God is directing Job to His 

Almighty power in reference to these beasts. 

The latter explanation is certainly the correct one.  God is impressing by way of well 

known examples to Job His power, for He made and controls these beasts.  This is also plain 

from the following confession of Job.  Nevertheless, this explanation would not exclude the 

second suggestion.  Even so the great forces of evil as pictured in Scripture as residing in the 

beast are also in the control of God.  The power of God is over all things, in heaven and in hell, 

in earth and the sea. 



 

 

Chapter 42 

 

Job’s second confession: 1. As was indicated, it makes plain what the point of God was in 

the preceding descriptions.  2. Job’s confession is of his own foolishness.  3. And in advance to 

his preceding confession, Job expresses humbly that he is desirous of guidance.  He asks for and 

submits himself to the instruction of the Lord.  Such was also the purpose of the Lord.  Elihu had 

prepared the way by explaining that there was an affliction which was chastisement; had insisted 

upon the righteousness of God and had called Job to fear and glorify God for all His greatness.  It 

only remained for the Lord to appear Himself to convince Job.  He appears in a whirlwind.  Is 

not this symbolic of the overpowering conviction of the Holy Spirit?  This conviction is seeing 

for Job.  He expresses himself in vs. 5—he has heard; now he sees.  That is the final glory of 

faith.  It lays hold of; it sees the unseen. 

In this sight of Job, we have the end of his faith and the end of the drama of the 

discourses.  There only remains the epilogue. 

In the epilogue, there is the final sketch of the historical ending of the life of Job.  1. 

There is the justification in the eyes of the three friends.  2. There is recognition among his 

friends and relatives.  3. There is a token of the favor of the Lord.  He receives double from the 

Lord. It reminds of Isaiah 40:2: “She hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” 

Conclusion 

The outlines of this beautiful and deep book cannot be closed without a few remarks.  

The question of a fitting theme still remains.  In this book, we undoubtedly have much 

instruction about affliction, about the problem of evil.  This book teaches that it is the way of all 

God’s children.  It is the way of the cross; it shows what is taught in Hebrews 2:10: “For it 

became him (God), for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 

unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through suffering.”  This book pictures 

Job’s great patience in affliction.  It shows his faith as a marvelous reality in the midst of the 

greatest trial.  Nevertheless, we could not express the purpose of the book in just one of these 

realities.  We must look for something which would express all of these in one.  I would suggest 

the book of Job gives us the great lesson for faith: Reconciliation through Affliction.   It does not 

teach us that faith must serve God blindly, for God’s revelation is too glorious and clear to say 

that faith must be blind.  It teaches, however, that faith is to serve God humbly.  Humility is the 

greatest virtue of believers that is pleasing to God and which He rewards with everlasting 

inheritance. 

May we have seen how small we are in the pictures of God’s greatness as given in the 

book of Job.  May we even see how incapable we are to interpret God’s Word out of ourselves.  

We must have God through His Spirit. 

 

(The End) 
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