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The night of August 5, 1945 was hot and humid on the huge military airfield in the 

remote Marianas of the Western Pacific.  A steady moisture laden trade wind was blowing from 

the East as a crew of skilled technicians worked feverishly, but with extreme care and precision 

on a huge sleek new B-29 bomber of the Twentieth Air Force.  In the glare of the floodlights, the 

name “Enola Gay” could be plainly discerned on the side of the fuselage and in its cavernous 

bomb bays a very peculiar device was being placed in position.  Finally the pilot, Colonel Paul 

Tibbetis, lined up the air crew, conducted the routine inspection of the crew’s parachute, oxygen 

and safety equipment.  Quickly, the crew members reached their stations at various places inside 

the “Enola Gay”.  At a signal from the ground crew chief, the pilot turned on engine No. 1.  

Slowly, the huge seventeen foot propeller turned while the engine sucked in raw gasoline and 

suddenly the fuel ignited and the propeller began to spin so rapidly that its outline was no longer 

discernible to human vision.  The process was repeated in the remaining engines until all four 

engines of the colossus of the sky were running smoothly. 

Well out in front of the nose of the plane stood the crew chief facing the ship, his arms 

extended high overhead, his almost nude body glistening with perspiration caused by the 

excitement and exertion and began to wave his arms as a signal to the pilot that all was ready and 

that he could taxi his plane to the take-off point.  Slowly the “Enola Gay” moved down the taxi-

way and up to the runway, its engines ticking slowly and smoothly in a sweet symphony of 

mechanical perfection, its two wing-mounted floodlights clearly lighting up the runway.  Soon 

the cryptic voice of the pilot could be heard in the control tower radio requesting that Dimple 82 

(the army code number of the airplane) be cleared for a takeoff.  In brisk military language the 

control tower operator gave a take-off clearance and the “Enola Gay” moved out into the runway 

and headed into the easterly wind.  The pilot moved the throttles to the maximum power position 

and the huge propellers clawed at the air and caused the seventy-ton giant of the skies to lumber 

slowly down the three mile runway.  The huge plane gathered speed until it was moving along 

the ground at well over 125 miles per hour.  Finally, the ship’s wheels left the ground and the 

plane was airborne.  Gaining altitude and turning northward, its lights blinking out a farewell, the 

“Enola Gay” disappeared into the predawn gloom of the tropical night, carrying in its bowels an 

instrument of death and annihilation for 100,000 inhabitants of the Japanese city of Hiroshima, 

the first victims of the military use of atomic energy.  Thus this flight of the “Enola Gay” 

revealed to a war-stricken world that the United States had succeeded in solving the riddle of 

atomic energy and that it would use it as a means to military victory. 

In seeking an adequate Christian interpretation of the atomic bomb, it is absolutely 

essential that we bear in mind that this discovery, as well as all others, falls within the scope of 

God’s Providence.  We do not wish to say that we as yet know the full significance of the fact 

that atomic energy has been released on the earth, but we do believe that this event and many 

others of this present era are to be understood in the light of the fact that there is an Antichrist 

coming, that also the time is very near when the Lord shall reveal the wonder of His might over 

against the scientific and cultural achievements of this world in the salvation of His people at the 

time of the end. 

Secondly, we believe that, in distinction from worldly men who are afraid of atomic 

energy, that there is nothing evil in atomic energy in itself, but atomic energy placed in the hands 



of a thoroughly depraved human nature and in the hands of men who have no regard for the 

righteous precepts of the living God, that indeed atomic energy becomes a monstrous thing.  The 

formula of the irresistible force of atomic energy plus the depraved character of humanity can 

only equal chaos.  This the world leaders realize and therefore, the United Nations is treating the 

matter of atomic energy.  It should be clearly understood that the motive is plainly self-

preservation.  Let no modern clergyman deceive you with lengthy speeches on the brotherhood 

of man, nor let any clergy of nominally Reformed churches chatter about common grace.  Look 

at Hiroshima! 
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