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Last month we called your attention to the false doctrine of Ebionism which troubled the 

early New Testament Church.  It was a mixture of some of the truths of Scripture together with 

the lies of Judaism and it was an attempt on the part of the devil to destroy the Church from 

within by manufacturing a doctrine which would destroy the faith of the Jewish converts. The 

elements of the truth were there to set the minds of the believers at ease, while the lies were there 

to destroy their faith in Christ. 

The devil had more evil “up his sleeve” in order to destroy, if it were possible, the faith of 

the Gentile converts.  He moved men to manufacture a false doctrine that would also befuddle 

the minds of the Gentile converts, if it were possible.  It is the same old story of Paradise and 

man’s fall.  There, the devil sought to confuse Eve by making her question God’s Word.  Here 

again in the early New Testament Church, the devil, as it were, showers philosophies and carnal 

ideas about the truth, mixing a little of the truth with a host of lies and appealing to man’s 

emotions and reason in order to cause him to reject God’s Word and embrace man’s lie.  Such a 

finished product of the devil’s ingenuity and man’s folly is Gnosticism. 

Gnosticism was not really something new.  Even as Ebionism was a mixture of the truth 

and the wrong ideas of the Jews in regard to Christ, His kingdom and their salvation, so, too, 

Gnosticism is a mixture of the truth with Pagan or heathen mythology, mysteriology and 

philosophy.  Its appeal was directed especially toward the Gentiles, as we said above.  It gathered 

much of its heathen philosopher Plato for whom the Gentile world had very much respect. 

Gnosticism was dualistic, that is, it believed in a power outside and next to God.  It was 

also rationalistic in that it presented God as the unknowable one.  This is a denial of God’s 

revelation.  God would be the unknowable one were it not for the fact that He revealed Himself 

to us in His Word.  We could never know God were it not for this revelation.  He is indeed the 

Incomprehensible One, that is, we cannot fathom Him, but because He reveals Himself to us in 

His Word, we may not call Him the unknowable one.  Gnosticism in its deceptiveness does claim 

to believe in the Scriptures wherein God revealed Himself, but it places Scripture on the same 

level with the writings of heathen philosophers.  Thus it makes Scripture nothing more than the 

ideas of certain men about God, rather than God’s own self revelation. 

Further, it taught that the world and all matter is evil in itself.  God did not create matter 

and the world.  It was formed by another god, and, mind you, this god, according to some 

Gnostics was Jehovah, the God of the Old Testament.  From the most powerful God flows forth 

certain attributes and powers of His nature which Gnostics called aeons.  The most perfect of 

these aeons was Christ.  The weakest and least of these aeons was sent to redeem man from evil.  

This weakest aeon is called the Demiurge and is identified by the Gnostics as Jehovah, the God 

of the Old Testament.  He created the world as the first step in man’s redemption.  He failed to 

realize redemption, however.  Therefore now the most perfect aeon, Christ, must come and save 

us. 

Salvation is the deliverance from matter, which, as we said, is evil in itself.  Redemption 

consists in the conquering and exclusion of matter.  This is accomplished thru knowledge and 

asceticism.  (Gnosticism gets its name from the fact that it believes in salvation thru knowledge.  

The Greek word for knowledge is “gnosis”, hence the word “Gnosticism”).  Professor Kurtz in 



his church history book correctly states that redemption according to the Gnostic is a chemical 

rather than an ethical process. 

Perhaps you think within yourself that this doctrine is so mystical and mythological that it 

could hardly be considered as a serious threat to the truth.  Its folly is so obvious that one who 

confessed faith in Christ surely is not tempted by such a heathen philosophy.  But do not forget 

that this heresy was taught in the early New Testament Church and not in the twentieth century.  

It has no appeal to us, but to the Gentiles, who had been brought up and steeped in pagan 

mythology, mysticism and worldly philosophy, there was a very strong appeal for the carnal 

nature.  The devil knows how to adapt his tactics to the time and place wherein God’s people live 

in order to try to seduce them. 

The Church was sorely pressed on every side by an increase of these heresies and as we 

wrote before, it was this Gnosticism which Tertullian fought with all that was in him.  The devil 

is cunning and sly.  But Christ now had dominion over all things, the devil included, and He 

saved the church in that day and preserved the truth for us in this day and age.  The gates of hell 

cannot prevail against Christ’s kingdom. 
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