
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

Platte, South Dakota 

October 12, 1946 

 

Dear Fellows: 

 

It is some time ago that you heard from me through Beacon Lights.  In part, this was due 

to the fact that I was away from home a good deal of the time since the beginning of June.  And 

as you may notice from the address above this letter: at present I am again rather far from Grand 

Rapids and home.  You will bear with me, I am sure, if in this first letter I will tell you a little 

about myself and my work here in Platte, S.D. 

I am writing this letter in my hotel room where I have made my home during the past 

week.  The mission committee of our churches asked me to do some work here in the interest of 

the cause of the Reformed truth as God has called us to represent it, in continuation of the work 

that was begun here the past summer by the Revs. A. Cammenga and M. Gritters and I acceded 

to their request.  The Rev. Cammenga is with me in this field of labor. 

Last Tuesday I spoke in a lodge hall here in Platte on the subject: “Through Grace Only”.  

Thursday I lectured in the same hall on: “The Good that Sinners Do”.  Sunday afternoon, the 

Lord willing, I hope to preach in Corsica, which is about twenty five miles from here and in the 

evening I will preach in Platte again, DV.  Next week Tuesday and Thursday, I am scheduled to 

lecture again, this time in Corsica.  However, at this moment, I am not sure that we will be able 

to finish this program for Monday morning we must vacate our hotel and we did not yet succeed 

to find another lodging place.  The hunters are coming next week and they have reserved every 

available place to lodge. 

If we did not firmly believe that the Lord controls and governs all things and that He will 

care for His church in the world, our experience here thus far might well discourage us and fill us 

with dismay.  Our meetings this week were very poorly attended, partly due, no doubt, to bad 

roads, but largely also to ignorance and indifference.  We also paid some personal visits.  A few 

people are interested, but may are quite satisfied to remain ignorant. 

But the Lord controls all things.  We may sow the seed in the field He prepares for us, but 

the increase He must give. 

Well, friends, I thought you would be interested to know a little about this work. 

The Lord bless and keep you! 
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