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Chapter 28 

The Principle of Life 
 

Each chapter of this last speech of Job forms a distinct development of thought. In the 

first chapter of his final parable, chapter 26, Job praises God and surpasses his friends in 

understanding and power of expression.  The second portion of his speech was a further 

elucidation of Job’s view of the lot of the ungodly.  This was in chapter 27. 

The idea of chapter 28 is really found in verse 28.  “And unto man he said, Behold, the 

fear of the Lord, that is wisdom and to depart from evil is understanding”.  This we have called 

the principle of life. 

I. Note Job’s interesting meditation in this chapter before he gives his conclusion in verse 

28. 

1. In the first six verses he considers the secret treasures of the earth, the objects of man’s 

desire and mining ingenuity.  Out of the earth come precious things, also bread his sustenance 

and fire his destruction.  Notice how advanced is Job’s knowledge of the metals and processes of 

mining.  It seems the basic knowledge of the earth’s elements and their use and value was known 

by man from the beginning.  Compare the knowledge and ability of the sons of Lamech.  

However, the point is that Job ascribes the determining power over all the secret things of the 

earth to the sovereign God (vs.3).  He sets limits to darkness even; He determines the only way 

of all the things of creation.  “He searcheth out all perfection”.  That which overwhelms man, the 

flood is withdrawn by God at will (vs. 4). 

2. Job draws our attention to the inscrutable way of God (vss.7-11).  No creature, not 

even the fowl or the vulture’s eye can detect it.  The animals that are acquainted with the hidden 

places, the caves and dens of the earth, have not found the way of God.  God’s hand is the 

almighty power that moves all things; the mountains are overturned by Him.  (Think of 

volcanoes and so-called glacial movements).  Again, Job brings out that God controls all things, 

limiting floods and revealing secrets at His will. 

3. From these matters of abiding interest and mystery to man, Job comes to the important 

question, vs. 12, “But where shall wisdom be found”.  Wisdom is the secret of life, for wisdom is 

the ability to use the best means to the attainment of the perfect goal. 

4. Wisdom is beyond man and all living; not possessed, or known, or attainable by man 

himself.  Nevertheless, we must be wise to live, to adjust ourselves to the wisdom and way of 

God’s creation.  To be man, the crown of creation, we must possess the secret of the universe 

and then we shall fulfill our calling to subdue and rule over all things in the earth.  It is not to 

know the elements of the universe. Nor is it to have power, brute power, over things to use them 

to our will.  Man has that and with that man destroys himself and creation.  The course of the 

wisdom of man and the power over nature is seen especially clear today.  The machine age has 

made a fool of man.  The atomic age shall make man utterly foolish, for man is without true 

wisdom.  Death and destruction themselves, however, do not possess wisdom, although they 

have heard the fame of it. 



5. The vital conclusion of the matter, over against all science and philosophy is that God 

alone possesses wisdom, vs. 23.  He has wisdom with respect to His way with the whole 

universe, possessing it from the beginning when He decreed all things. 

II. This finally causes Job to express the true principles of life. 

1. The principle is: the fear of the Lord.  As it is often given in Scripture, “the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom”.  Through the fear of the Lord we adjust ourselves to all 

things, we have peace and life. 

2. This wisdom is the gift of God as well as the fear of the Lord.  To submit to the Lord, 

to love Him and trust Him is a power that He alone gives us.  That gift is the secret of successful 

living, of happiness, of true religion. 

3. Though Job realizes that the fear of the Lord is the way of life and peace and that it is 

commanded as well as a gift of grace, it nevertheless is very difficult for him to fear the Lord, 

because of his misery.  That is the idea of the next chapter as we shall see. 

 

 

Chapter 29 

Job’s Trouble 

 

This portion of his parable is to be understood only in connection with the preceding 

chapter as we already intimated.  Job knows the principle of the happy life, the life which is 

reconciled to all things, which the Lord gives us; that is, to fear Him.  Nevertheless, Job’s misery 

seems to stand in the way.  That is the point for bringing up in this connection his misery. 

I.  He looks at and desires his former life. 

1. This implies a complaint, although now it is with more humility and submission.  

Compare his first outburst of cursing against his day of birth and his other speeches about his 

misery and you will notice the gradual transition. 

2. Notice his characterization of his former life.  a. It was with all his children.  That 

heads his list of his blessings (vs. 5). b. His former life was blessing in the material abundance 

that the earth gave him.  The earth gave him of its fatness.  Even the barren portions were forced 

to bring forth and serve him (vs. 6).  c. He enjoyed a respected place, a place of honor and rule.  

This exceptional honor and service was indicative of the worthiness of Job as God endowed it to 

him (vss.7-11). d. He walked also in the paths of justice and mercy according to the 

commandment of God (vss. 12-17).  e. Job was assured of future glory.  Death was a rest in hope 

and peace (vs. 18). This was his hope because of his possession of the favor of God (vss. 19-25). 

II. The important point that Job makes about this former life is: It was his as a favor of 

God.  This will give us to see his problem which he is presenting in chapter 29 after he has 

confessed that the real way to life is to fear God.  Notice he says: 1. God preserved him, vs.2.    

2. God was gracious to him, vs. 3.  His candle shined upon him and by His light he walked in 

darkness.  3. Job was the covenant friend of God.  “The secret of God was upon his tabernacle”.  

That is, God dwelt in the house of Job, vs. 4.  3.  This former life and especially because that 

former life was the favor of God to Job makes it now seem impossible for him to fear the Lord.  

He means to say that if he knew that he still possessed the favor of God, he could rejoice.  But 

his misery as he expresses it once more in the following chapter is because it seemed as though 

God had forsaken him.  Now, this is not the same philosophy that the devil had evinced in his 

contention with God.  The devil had said that Job served God for gain.  Here Job says that he 

does not see how it is possible for him to fear God if God does not make it possible. 



III. This point is very vital to the understanding of much of the argument and problem of 

Job.  We too can see the difficulty.  When we have and enjoy the favor of God, we also easily 

express the truth that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  However, to be tried in 

such a way that everything seems to turn against us almost makes us wonder if the Lord has 

forgotten to be gracious, as a psalm also expresses it. 

Although this is seemingly an insuperable difficulty, we must not forget that the Word of 

God has something definite to say about this matter.  Although it is only by grace that we fear the 

Lord and it seems when we suffer that we do not enjoy God’s grace, the Scriptures show how 

that to suffer is also a matter of grace!  Compare the Word of God in Philippians 1:29. 

 

 

Chapter 30 

Description of Job’s Misery 

 

This expression of Job’s misery must be understood in the light of 28:28 and the 

preceding description of his former enjoyment of the favor of God. 

I. Job brings out the following: 

1. That he is despised of the most despised of men.  They who themselves were not given 

a decent place to live only cursed Job to a place worse than of themselves.  Thus Job was “one in 

whom old age perished”, that is, one not destined to live.  This is typical of the kind of suffering 

Jesus had to undergo.   He was despised and rejected of men (vss.1-10). 

2. The real reason for the rejection of men is that God rejected Job according to Job’s 

experience and in a way also according to the reality of the Prologue.  God loosed Job’s cord, his 

connection with life (vs. 11). 

3. In vss. 12-14, there is an apt poetic figure to describe how overwhelming is the 

opposition of the enemy. 

4. This suffering is soul suffering vss. 15, 16, as well as bodily suffering vss. 17, 18.  If 

there is both physical and soul suffering, the misery is indeed great.  If it is just one, the other can 

have an influence over the other.  For example, if we are physically down, our spirits may help 

pull us out and we recover sooner than if we were also down spiritually. 

5. Job feels that it is God who has cast him down so completely that he is not able to rise.  

He also cries unto God and he feels his prayer is not heard vss. 19, 20.  There is only the 

certainty of final destruction which makes Job say the awful accusation that God is cruel vss. 21-

23. 

II. Job’s reaction to this misery. 

1. He feels that his destruction if final and then he expresses how that there is no 

salvation in the grave vs. 24.  If we compare this with a former confession of Job in which he 

was sure of the resurrection of the dead, we ask why the change? or, is this an about-face.  

Undoubtedly Job has his dark moment whenever he considers his misery.  Nevertheless, we 

cannot say that this expression of despair cancels his other confession of hope.  Job means to say, 

if one has no hope of resurrection before one dies and enters the grave, then he shall surely not 

have hope in the grave! 

2. If we follow him to the end of the chapter, we find that he describes his awful despair; 

that he has no hope, he is only a companion of dragons and owls, animals that rule over 

destruction.  His body is emancipated.  He cried for pity and there was none. 



3. In this Job means to say if one has no hope before he enters the grave, there is no hope 

in the grave.  There is no second chance or purgatory.  Therefore, he is in such despair.  He 

desires pity and light before he dies. 

 

 

Chapter 31 

Job’s Final Defense 

 

This chapter concludes Job’s final speech and is a final defense of his integrity, which 

gives occasion to the criticism of Elihu and the correction of the Lord. 

1. In this defense of his integrity, Job very correctly compares himself with the law of 

God.  This we must see if we are to make any criticism of Job or understand the point of the 

book of Job.  If we would say that good works are those out of faith, according to the law of God 

and to His glory, we would hear Job maintain that such were his good works.  And in this 

chapter, he proceeds to show how that his life compares with the spiritual demands of the law. 

II. In his comparison to the law, Job chooses the seventh commandment first vss. 1-12. 

1. We notice that he is speaking about the seventh commandment, for he says, “I made a 

covenant with mine eyes; why should I think upon a maid?”  And he is considering it from its 

deeper spiritual meaning, even as Christ interpreted it. 

2. If we compare Jesus’ list of the commandments as He gave them to the ruler, Luke 

18:20, we also notice that Jesus heads the list of commands with this seventh commandment. 

The sixth, thou shalt not kill, follows the seventh according as Jesus gives the order.  We know 

that the original order is not arbitrary.  God is a God of order.  He has a special purpose in 

placing the sixth commandment before the seventh.  We can also say that it was not the 

Saviour’s intention to violate the original order of perfection.  Nevertheless, for some reason, 

from the point of view Jesus had in mind, it was necessary for Him to stress the seventh 

commandment as He was giving the second table to the ruler.  So also for some reason it fitted 

Job’s comparison of himself in the light of the perfect law to compare himself with the seventh 

commandment first of all.  We violate all the ten commandments by violating one first.  It may 

be that Jesus desired to show which commandment was most frequently violated.  It may also be 

that He desired to show the ruler where his religious folly lay by heading His list with the 

commandment which would show his religious folly. 

3. Moreover, if we compare the history of Israel, we find that the sin of adultery is always 

connected with their departure from the living God. 

4. Finally, adultery is the sin which makes a fool of a man and is warned against by 

Solomon as he instructs in wisdom.  Compare Proverbs 7. 

III. In the second place Job compares himself with the law of God which demands that 

we do not steal from our neighbor.  He shows how that in all his dealings with his servants and 

with his neighbors, he has kept the law of God not only to the letter, but also to the spirit of it 

vss. 13-23.  Notice how that Job in this demand for examination really challenges anyone to find 

fault and also if so he then will submit to a just punishment, for he considers sin grievous. 

IV. Job’s next consideration is the real deep insight into the root of sin, which is 

covetousness.  It seems that he has that in mind in vss. 24-28.  He thinks of all the wealth and 

material things which may have been objects upon which he set his desire, even the sun and 

moon.  If his heart was enticed or he prided himself in his accomplishments, “his mouth kissed 

his hand”, then he realizes that he stands guilty and condemned.  The reason is clearly seen, “for 



I should have denied the God which is above”.  If we set our heart on any other creature than 

God, we deny God. 

V. In vss. 29-32, Job is thinking of the evil of killing our neighbor.  He says, “If I wished 

the destruction of him that hated me”.  This commandment is also interpreted as Jesus interpreted 

it, that we love our enemies, do good to them. 

VI. Vss. 33 and 34 show that Job also knows that if there is sin, we must confess it to 

stand before God.  It was the sin of Adam, says Job, to hide his sin in his bosom. 

VII. Finally, Job ends his speech by desiring a hearing.  He desires that God would hear 

him and that his adversary would make his complaint in record, in a book.  We think of the 

adversary, the devil, and we know how that Job had not committed a sin which had moved God 

to have the devil persecute Job.  Nevertheless, in his defense of his integrity, Job sins.  He really 

implies that because he is innocent, therefore God is unjust in allowing him to suffer.  That is the 

meaning of his closing challenge.  He ends his words by saying if he has done ought that is 

contrary to the law, then let the earth reject him. 
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