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Again we are in that season of the year when, following the precedent set by the Pilgrim 

Fathers, God’s people life up their hearts in a special way in thanksgiving to their Maker.  We 

know that we are to be thankful at all times, for all things.  We know everything is working 

together for our good, even though in our blind folly we often do not see the wisdom of God’s 

way for us.  Yet it is not amiss in such a season to ponder upon the many individual blessings 

that our God showers upon us. And then we as Protestant Reformed youth realize that our hearts 

must certainly be full of gratitude for our unspeakable precious heritage. 

What could be more dear to us than the knowledge of God as revealed in His Word?  We 

believe that it is our privilege to have the purest interpretation of that truth.  That is why we are 

and remain Protestant Reformed.  This does not mean that we have reason to be proud.  Truth is 

not our accomplishment, but our heritage.  Even as the very core of that truth teaches us, it is all 

of God.  He, through the struggles of our parents, has enlightened us in order that His Word may 

be made manifest to His glory. 

Shall we then think lightly of our heritage?  Shall we live as though it had no meaning for 

us?  Shall we despise the work of God and trifle with His gifts?  Or shall we even for a moment 

dare to think of casting away our birthright and going where we can expect to find the Word of 

God preached in less of its purity? 

This season of thanksgiving is a good time to remind ourselves that our lives should 

evidence our gratefulness to God.  And if we then are truly thankful for our high calling, we will 

show a deeper interest in the things of His kingdom.  We will go where we can learn more about 

Him—in catechism, in our societies and above all, in our church services.  We will make it a 

point to read our church publications.  We will put our shoulder underneath the load that is 

Kingdom work and experience the blessedness of service. 

Let us therefore, show our gratitude this Thanksgiving Day and throughout the year, in 

particular for this—our heritage. 
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