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Thanksgiving Day, that joyful festival, is again at hand.  It is well that we pause a 

moment to recall its true significance and to reflect on some of the principles that lie at the basis 

of all true gratitude. 

First of all, do you know what it means to “give thanks”?  Thanksgiving is joy, real, 

spiritual, unfeigned, lasting joy.  The idea of giving thanks is very closely related to that of 

grace.  In the original, both words come from the same root.  From this point of view, American 

Christians are not far wrong when they speak of offering thanks at the close of a meal as “saying 

grace”.  God’s grace is His loveliness, His favor, His love for the creature.  Our gratitude is the 

reflection, the fruit, the expression, the response, the echo in us of that grace of God.  When that 

grace of God takes hold of us, permeates us, blesses us, brings us to God, then also our attitude 

towards God becomes one of love and pleasure.  The expression of that love, the reflection of 

that grace of God in us, that returning of God’s grace to Himself in praise and adoration—that is 

thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving, in actual experience, implies: that we are aware of the fact that we 

have received something good: that we have our minds on those blessings and count them one by 

one: that we are deeply conscious of the fact that we did nothing to merit them, but actually 

forfeit them a thousand times over: that we rejoice in the good received, acknowledge the Giver 

of it all and praise His name for all His gracious benefits.  

We understand that all thanksgiving is and must be unto God alone.  Never may the 

creature be the object of our gratitude, our joy and adoration.  God alone is God and the Giver of 

all good and perfect gifts.  His are all things eternally, the heavens and the earth and all they 

contain, the gold and the silver and the cattle on a thousand hills, our bodies and souls, our 

homes and children, our gifts and talents, our money and possessions.  All that we have is of 

Him.  We have nothing of ourselves.  Nothing comes to us from anyone else.  To no one or 

nothing are we indebted, except to God alone.  “Giving thanks always and for all things unto 

God and the Father”.  Eph. 5:20.  “To Thee, O God, do we give thanks, to Thee do we give 

thanks”. Ps. 75:1. 

We should also understand, however, that all true gratitude is not only unto God alone, 

but also for God alone.  Always, especially on Thanksgiving Day, we are so apt to become 

carnal, creature-centered instead of God-centered and rejoice in mere things.  That is not right.  

Joy in mere things is by no means gratitude.  Even the ungodly world has the former.  Christian 

friends, even as we pray in final instance, not for mere things, but for God alone, His Name, His 

kingdom, His will, His grace—even so we thank for God alone, His nearness, His blessing, His 

favor and covenant fellowship.  Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, rejoice”. Phil. 4:4.  

“To Thee, O God, do we give thanks, to Thee do we give thanks, for that Thy Name is near”. Ps 

75:1. 

Because of the preceding, Christian gratitude implies further, that we give thanks always.  

For always God is hallowing His Name, realizing His kingdom, executing His will, blessing His 

people, giving Himself to His own in eternal love.  One who cannot thank always, be it only in 

principle, cannot thank at all.  How plainly Scripture teaches that this is indeed our Christian 

calling.  “Rejoice in the Lord always”. Phil. 4:4.  “Giving thanks always, for all things, unto 

God”.  Eph. 5:20.  Now this, in turn, implies some very definite things.  a. That thanksgiving is 

not a matter of special occasion nor does a Christian thank more on Thanksgiving Day than on 



other days.  The former intends only to express what always lives in the heart of the Christian.  b. 

That thanksgiving is not a question of outward circumstances and prosperity.  God’s blessing is 

always upon His people.  Hence—c. Thanksgiving is not something that fluctuates according to 

external conditions.  In fact, it is not so that we have more reason to be grateful at one time than 

another, when we are well than when we are ill, at weddings than at funerals, etc.  Christian 

gratitude is joy in and for God and therefore, it is constant. 

From all this it follows, that the Christian must give thanks in everything.  Writes Paul to 

the Thessalonians: “In everything give thanks”. 5:18.   Yes, that means in things pleasant.  The 

Christian stands in the midst of his abundance, of his work in factory or office or home, of his 

family of happy and healthy children, of his fertile fields of yellow grain or richly laden orchards 

and he says: Lord, I thank Thee.  However, “in everything” also means: in things unpleasant for 

the flesh.  Also in the midst of sickness and pain, of hunger and cold, of want and depression, in 

the midst of the ruins of his once cozy home, of flooded and scorched fields, in the midst of a 

year’s labor lost, he stand and says: “To Thee, O God, do we give thanks—for that Thy Name is 

near”. 

And mind you, not only does a Christian thank in everything, but also for everything.  

That’s Scripture.  Always, for all things, giving thanks to God.  It is not so, that we should thank 

in spite of many things, thank for all the nice things we still have.  That may sound pious, but it is 

carnal, nevertheless.  He who really thanks is grateful because of everything, for in all things he 

sees the hand, the love and grace of His God. 

Does all this condemn you, my friends?  It does me, too.  That makes no difference.  It 

merely proves that the natural man simply cannot be thankful and that only the regenerated child 

of God can celebrate Thanksgiving Day properly.  We must live by faith.  We must be deeply 

spiritual to be truly grateful.  We must permit ourselves to be guided and instructed by the Word 

of God only.  We must be in Jesus Christ and view all things present from that vantage point.  

Then, we can and will give thanks.  Not because that makes all things pleasant in themselves, 

even sickness and death.  Of course not!  As such those things can never be anything else than 

occasions for sorrow and tears.  However, living in and out of Christ, we see plainly that ours is 

the victory always and in all things.  That Christ is our Head and Lord, who came to establish the 

eternal covenant of God with us.  That Christ, our Head, is also Lord of all things.  To Him all 

things were made subject and all comes to pass only by His will and operation.  Being our Head, 

He makes all things, the bad as well as the good, work together for our eternal salvation.  And 

presently, He will come again to make all things new and to give us the end of our faith, the 

glory that is possible only in the way through which He leads us from moment to moment. 

“O church of our God, sing His praises.  For with you and in you He dwells:  O sing 

Hallelujahs before Him, Whose glory all praises excels”. 
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