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Recently, I gave a little, informal talk in our Young People’s Society and at the request of 

our Editor-in-chief, who seems to hear about things, I will pass on a few of the thoughts which I 

expressed at that time to the readers of our Beacon Lights and especially to the members of our 

Societies. 

Of course, you all wonder what that little, informal talk was about and whether it is 

worthy of being reproduced in Beacon Lights.  Well, let me tell you the story.  Not so long ago, 

we got a new constitution for our Young People’s Society.  Naturally, we read this constitution 

and as Society we adopted it.  There were, however, particularly three articles in the Constitution 

which I thought were worthy of some elucidation.  This is for the benefit of all the members, but 

especially for the new members who had just joined our Society.  It is always proper to know 

what is expected of us.  The articles referred to are about the basis of the society, its purpose and 

the duty of the members.--From now on you listen in to the little talk. 

Article 2 of our constitution reads: “The basis of this Society is the Word of God as 

officially interpreted by the Confessional standards of our Church”.  This article tells us 

immediately what we are standing on.  Our foundation is the Word of God.  We proceed from 

the Word, we build upon the Word, we want to do all things in our Society in harmony with the 

Word of God.  However, this second article tells us more than that.  After all, there are a great 

many societies and organizations which claim that they have the Word of God as their basis.  

Hence, we state also in this second article as to where we stand confessionally.  We are not 

Arminian, we are not Undenominational, we do not call ourselves Fundamentalists, although, 

fundamental we are.  However, we are Reformed, more specifically Protestant Reformed.  This 

fact we must at all times remember; we are a Protestant Reformed Young People’s Society.  This 

binds us in our activities, this decides what things we can do and how we can do them.  

Naturally, if you do not want to stand with us on this basis, there is no room for you in our 

Society. 

This brings me to Article 3, which deals with the “Purpose”, and reads: “This Society is 

organized for the purpose of developing the religious talents of the youth of the congregation, in 

order that they may obtain a more vivid insight into the Word of God.  To accomplish this aim 

the Society will study ‘Scripture’, the problems of our age and the Confessions of our Church”.  

It seems to me that there is something vague about the first part of this article.  It is e.g., a little 

difficult for me to understand as to what is meant by the “religious talents of the youth”.  Perhaps 

it is not so vague at that.  The way I understand this article, it goes out from the assumption that 

as covenant youth, all the members of our society have religious talents; perhaps “spiritual gifts” 

would be a better expression.  Now, these religious talents or spiritual gifts must be used, 

exercised, developed.  We must grow; increase, both for our own wellbeing and the edification 

of our fellow members.  And now our Society is the means, one of the means, to help us develop, 

grow, increase spiritually.  And if we do develop religiously, spiritually, we will obtain a more 

vivid insight into the Word of God.  What a splendid purpose we have in mind.  Of course, our 

very purpose determines what we shall do in our Society to accomplish this aim.  We will study 

Scripture, the problems of our age (in the light of Scripture, of course) and the Confessions of 

our Church. Don’t you think that as a Society we have high ideals?  And it certainly is 

worthwhile for us as Protestant Reformed youth to be a member of such a Society.  On the other 



hand, the purpose of our Society also, and that naturally, limits us in our activities.  We are not in 

politics, we are no “mission” society, we are no “gossip Club”, we don’t come together to “rake 

each other over the coals”.  We are not a society for sports either.  The foregoing does not mean 

that we condemn all sports, but it simply implies that this is not the purpose of our Society.  If 

e.g. we want to belong to a baseball team, we must not expect that we can change our Society 

into a baseball club.  That would be in conflict with our very purpose.  Hence, if you want to be a 

member of our Society, you must agree with our purpose.  If you don’t, that is too bad and we 

feel sorry for you, but we cannot use you.  And if you consider our Young People’s Society to be 

an “entertainment club” or a “house of fun”, please don’t apply for membership.  We have no 

place for you in our midst.  We like to have you be a member and it is our goal that every 

Protestant Reformed youth be a member of our Society, but you must agree with our basis and 

our purpose and both are clearly defined in our Constitution. 

That brings me to article 4 of our by-laws, which reads (abbreviated): “It shall be the duty 

of each member to attend Society regularly and come to the meeting fully prepared”.  I think that 

also this article is very plain and speaks for itself.  With such a high purpose in mind, we 

certainly need to come regularly and we must prepare for the meeting.  “Prepare”, you say?  Yes, 

exactly that.  And that means that particularly with Scripture study and with the discussion of our 

Confession, we study the matter before we come to the meeting.  In the old country, we called 

this “voorstudy”, “study before”.  Perhaps you say: “I thought that we came to listen and that the 

only one who needs to be prepared is the one who has the introduction”.  If that is what you 

think, you are entirely wrong on this score.  If you want to take part in the discussion, you must 

acquaint yourself with the portion that is to be discussed.  If you don’t, you will get little out of 

it.  Fill your mind and soul with the contents of Scripture and you’ll be surprised how much 

easier it is to follow the introduction and to ask intelligent questions or to give the proper answer 

to questions that may be raised by your fellow members. 

Did I hear you say that you never prepare?  How is it possible!  Is that perhaps the reason 

why you don’t like Society very well and why you never have anything to say?  I take it that 

from now on you will come to Society prepared.  The very purpose of our Society calls for this; 

you cannot afford to waste time, and the Word of God requires it. 

Along these lines was my “little talk”.  I said more, but there is no space for a longer 

article.  I hope that I have given you a little “food for thought”.  Always remember the basis and 

the purpose of your Society and always come prepared to the meeting.  If you do the latter, you 

will like your Society, be an active member and you will benefit from the Society and the 

Society from you.  Your Society is what you make it and you get out of it what you put into it. 
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