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“The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer”.  Proverbs 30:25 

 

A familiar scene to all of you is the small mound of sand with diligent workers rushing to 

and fro in organized activity—some excavating, some searching for food, some tending her 

Majesty—the queen, some nursing the sick and wounded, while still others are guarding the 

portals.  Let us investigate a few of these interesting phases of ant life. 

Ants inhabit all the regions of the earth except the polar zones and places of high altitude.  

Approximately 6000 different species have been classified; all of these are social.  (It might be 

well to note that bees are not primarily a social insect for only about 5 percent live in colonies).  

It is, indeed, amazing how complicated the life of the ant is.  One author has said, “The ant 

colony has a complex system of civilization, lacking little except written laws and constitution.  

They certainly have laws, strict and impartial, which are rigidly enforced.” 

Occasionally, we observe winged ants flying about.  Are they, perhaps, representatives of 

special species?  Careful examination will reveal that only males and females (not the workers) 

possess wings—these are very essential in the life cycle of the ant for they enable the mature 

members to perform their nuptial flight—tragedy in disguise, for, as Maeterlinch aptly remarks, 

“Love wears the face of death.”  After the fertilization takes place the male immediately 

succumbs, while the female loses her wings, digs a hole in the earth and there entombs herself.  

In this condition she spends several weeks subsisting on a little store of honey-dew and the 

tissues and muscles of her own body.  The wing muscles which are now no longer useful are 

completely reabsorbed.  During this process of entombment she lays a small number of eggs 

periodically.  When finally the eggs hatch into larvae, the mother, ravenously hungry, proceeds 

to devour her own young.  Then again she has sufficient strength to lay more eggs.  This vicious 

circle frequently continues several months until a few larvae escape, breaking open the tomb and 

obtaining food for themselves and the mother.  Prosperity has come!  No longer is it necessary to 

maintain her existence by consuming her offspring.  Now all of her time and energy can be spent 

laying eggs night and day, until her death.  In spite of her sacrifice and hardships she out-lives 

the males and workers, the latter of whom live for five or six years, while the female sometimes 

exceeds the age of fifteen. 

One of the most interesting aspects of this order of social insects is their method of 

communication and orientation.  In spite of the fact that these creatures possess several eyes, 

they, nevertheless, have very poor vision.  How is it possible, then, to distinguish friend or foe?  

After several years of painstaking research and experimentation with ants, Miss Field arrived at 

the conclusion that their sense of smell is very keen and is located in the last seven segments of 

their hair-like antennae (feelers).  According to her, each segment is adapted to perceive a 

different odor.  The last segment discerns the smell of the nest, the sixth the age of its workers, 

the fifth the scent of her own trail, while another the secretion of the queen.  If the last segment is 

amputated it will be unable to distinguish its own nest, and, consequently, will be killed.  If the 

fifth segment of the antennae is removed, it would be impossible to recover its own trail. 

Not only do the antennae take the place of eyes, but they also function as organs of 

speech,--a silent language it is but a forceful one.  Invariably, when ants meet they may be seen 

tapping one another rapidly with their antennae.  When anger or fear are to be communicated 



ants strike their heads against neighboring members of the colony, and, they in turn, pass on the 

message to those ants nearest to them.  This continues until the message is conveyed to all, and 

immediately measures are taken to protect the group from impending danger and the stalwart 

soldiers form their line for action. 

To prove that ants have a definite means of communication, permit me to cite one of Sir 

John Lubbach’s experiments.  He placed two small saucers equally distant from the formicary 

(nest) and placed four larvae in one saucer and fifty larvae in the other saucer.  An ant was 

placed in each saucer.  Both carried a larvae to the nest and returned for another.  However, the 

ant returning to the dish containing fifty larvae had approximately four times as many helpers to 

assist it. 

 
In its intricate mode of life— 

The ant a picture does portray, 

The greatness of the Mastermind, 

Who providentially guides its way. 

 

(To be continued) 
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