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One of the great if not the greatest of the Latin Apologists was Tertullian.  You will recall 

that as we pointed out before, the Apologists were men in the New Testament church who 

defended Christianity against the attacks hurled at it by its enemies in the early years of the New 

Testament church when Christianity was a relatively new doctrine. 

Tertullian was born in Carthage in 150 A.D. and is reported to have died between the 

years 220 and 240 A.D.  Little is known of his early life.  This much is plain that he received an 

excellent education.  His conversion to Christianity was sudden and decisive.  In the year 207, he 

was ordained as a presbyter in the church in Carthage.  Later in life he broke away from the 

established church and joined the sect of the Montanists.  In one of our next installments we will 

have occasion to speak more of this Montanism which Tertullian championed and Gnosticism 

which he attacked with all the power that was in him. 

Tertullian, without a doubt, was a very talented man.  His works, which are still in 

existence, number thirty-seven and show great ability.  There are other books which were written 

by him, but they have become lost and it cannot be determined exactly how many books he did 

write.  His writing is very powerful and shows him to be a man who is not easily frightened by 

his enemies.  When he wrote, he did not beg for attention.  So forceful is his writing that by its 

power he commands attention. 

In his work “Ad Nationem” he defended the Christians over against various evil 

accusations which were heaped upon them in his days.  In this work, he proved that these 

accusations were based on unreasoning hatred only.  There was, for example, the accusation that 

the Christians were the cause of earthquakes.  This accusation, by the way, reveals how foolish 

the carnal mind is, full of superstition and evil intent.  In answer to this particular accusation, 

Tertullian pointed out the fact that there were many earthquakes before Christianity ever made its 

appearance in the history of the world.  He also pointed out in regard to another accusation 

hurled at God’s people that there are no witnesses to the crimes of which the Christians were 

accused. 

A few of the fundamental truths that you and I believe and which Tertullian taught may 

be found in the seventeenth chapter of his book, “Apologeticus”.  He declared that there is one 

God who is Creator, Invisible and Infinite.  He maintained that we have a testimony older than 

anything the heathen can produce.  This testimony is the “Sacred Book”, the Bible which is of 

divine origin.  The fulfillment of prophecy, he maintained, is proof that it is of divine origin.  Of 

Christ he said that He was God, the Word of God and was born of a virgin.  One interesting point 

that he makes is that the epistle to the Hebrews was written by Barnabas.  Most commentators 

ascribe it to the apostle Paul, but who its author is cannot be determined.  Tertullian insisted that 

it was written by Barnabas. 

Beginning in our next installment we will consider more closely a few of the heresies that 

were prevalent in these early years of the New Testament church together with the defense the 

church presented against these false doctrines. 
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