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During the period of World War II and of the present time, considerable strife and 

violence has flared up in the British-mandated land of Palestine.  According to current press 

accounts, there have been a number of attempts to bring contingents of European Jews into what 

Christendom has called the Holy Land.  These efforts have been strongly opposed by the large 

Arab population which now owns or controls most of the land area of Palestine.  The Arabs, 

fearing encroachment upon their lands and holding a bitter traditional hatred for all of Jewry, 

have resorted to force of arms to gain their end.  This situation has caused the British authorities 

no small discomfort.  A comparatively large garrison of British troops must be maintained in that 

area in order to prevent an outbreak of open warfare between the Jews and the Arabs. 

Of late, the situation has been aggravated by the extreme belligerence of the Jewish 

people themselves.  The British army units stationed in Palestine have uncovered numerous 

secret arms deposits in various Jewish sections.  The determination of the Jews to enter Palestine 

is further evidenced by the interception by British naval units of small gunboats, corvettes, 

landing craft and other small vessels loaded to the gun-whales with hopeful Jewish emigrants. 

The British themselves are in somewhat of a dilemma.  They are under considerable 

pressure from various groups and movements in their home islands as well as in America to 

allow the Jews access to Palestine, yet they are certain that such action will alienate the native 

Arab population of the Middle East.  British foreign policy will not allow this to happen because 

this will mean that the Arabs will fall under Soviet Russia’s influence.  The British must keep the 

Arab population placated, for failure to do so means the loss of their valuable oil deposits and 

water access to the Indian Ocean and the far-flung outposts of the British Empire. 

To understand why the Jews are so determined to enter Palestine, one must see more than 

merely a desire to leave Europe which for centuries has been the scene of many bitter 

persecutions and pogroms at the hands of those who failed to understand their Christian 

obligations.  Behind the scene of bloodshed and turmoil unfolding itself in Palestine today, lie 

deep religious convictions.  The Jewish people are still laboring under the illusion that Christ 

must still come and that He must be born in Jerusalem.  Not only are they misled in expecting a 

Messiah, but they also believe that there shall be a literal re-establishment of the throne of David 

and the restoration of the temporal kingdom of Israel.  There are many variations and 

elaborations of these notions and perhaps the best known of these in English-speaking society is 

the Zionist movement.  That the Jews show such tenacity can only be explained by the fact that 

they believe that they have a holy cause. 

The return of the Jews to Palestine is looked upon by many Protestant Fundamentalist 

groups as a prerequisite for the second coming of Christ.  The Biblical basis for this notion is 

found in many prophetic passages of the Old Testament as well as certain passages in the New 

Testament, particularly in the book of Revelation.  A misleading literal interpretation is given to 

passages where often the language of the author is obviously figurative.  As a result, there are 

numerous Gentile Christians who are actively agitating for the political leaders both in the U.S. 

and Britain to let down the immigration barriers in Palestine. 

Those who march under the banner of the Reformed faith have always been reluctant to 

attach any special significance to the activities of the Jewish people.  Reformed leaders have 

emphasized that there is only ONE people of God, those who know and recognize the Lord Jesus 



Christ as their Saviour, and have been brought to a conscious knowledge of their salvation thru 

the sovereign grace of God. 
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