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The word which forms the title of this editorial is a familiar one.  It is a word of Latin 

derivation (from progredior) meaning; to go forward, go on, advance, proceed.  The term itself is 

a very common one in our present day modern life, but also Scripture indirectly makes mention 

of progress in more than one passage.  Psalm 92:12 teaches us that: “The righteous shall flourish 

like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.”  Prov. 4:18 and I Tim. 4:15 are other 

examples. 

Now in speaking of progress in an “All-Iowa” issue of a magazine “for Protestant 

Reformed Youth,” we must necessarily avoid elaborating on this subject in respect to the 

advancement which has marked the purely material side of activity in this State. 

However, the question for us at present is: “Has our local Protestant Reformed youth, 

together with all other Protestant Reformed youth, progressed spiritually and intellectually”? 

The possibilities for such progress were certainly numerous.  We might weekly be 

instructed in the Word of God as it was brought to us from the pulpit, in the catechism class, in 

the Sunday School (wherever that was possible) and in our Society life.  We were even 

privileged to listen to at least one of our own pastors deliver a message over the radio every 

week.  And, if we put forth a little effort, we might send for that broadcasted message and read it 

over as often as we pleased.  We might enjoy the communion of saints with those whom the 

government has left untouched for military service. 

Indeed, in all the aforementioned things we were at liberty to use and enjoy, but if our use 

of them (if we use them at all) was not a matter of the heart, but a mere matter of course, we will 

not have progressed to the glory of our God and to our own spiritual advantage. 

On the other hand, however, when and if we have employed all the means at our disposal, 

we will have been built up in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.  Then we too will have 

“flourished like the palm tree and grown like a cedar of Lebanon.”  We will have become 

stronger and consequently better able to fight the good fight of faith to the end.  We will 

presently be able to take the place vacated in the church by our parents who went before us. 

Protestant Reformed youth, examine yourselves to see if you have progressed!  Do so 

prayerfully.  Do so diligently.  Do so continually! 
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