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“Moon and stars in shining height, 

Nightly tell their Maker’s might.” 

 

Can you conceive of a more awe inspiring display of God’s might than the shining moon 

and the twinkling stars on a clear night.  When one stops to consider that nearly every star is 

larger than our earth and that all are traveling in definite paths in perfect regularity million of 

miles distant, one commences to realize—“what is man that thou art mindful of him.”  Only the 

moon is less than a million miles away, and hence, it is called our nearest neighbor. 

 “When I regard the wondrous heavens, 

 Thy handiwork on high, 

 The moon and stars ordained by Thee, 

 O, what is man, I say.” 

As the earth travels around the sun once a year, in the same manner the moon 

circumvents the earth once every 29 ½ days.  Also, the orbit or path which the moon follows is 

very clearly defined; it is nearly circular in shape; and the average distance between the earth and 

its satellite, the moon, is approximately 238,000 miles.  Besides making its monthly revolutions 

around the earth it also rotates or turns on its axis.  One rotation of the earth produces night and 

day requiring a period of 24 hours while the moon needs 29 ½ days to make one complete turn 

resulting in about 14 ¾ days of darkness and 14 ¾ days of sunlight, thus the moon’s day is 

equivalent to 29 ½ days of the earth.  During this time the portion exposed to the sun’s rays 

become extremely hot while the opposite side exceedingly cold, making a difference of as much 

as 400 degrees between the two sides.  Unique indeed—its day and year are of equal length—29 

½ days. 

Commonplace though the question may seem it constantly makes its recurrence—Why 

do we always see the same face on the moon?  From the preceding, you will recall that the moon 

requires the same amount of time to turn around on its axis as it does to travel its orbit—29 ½ 

days, therefore we always see the same side. 

For example, hold an apple firmly at arm’s length.  Then commence turning around.  

When you have made one complete rotation holding the apple firmly so that the same side 

always faces you, you will notice that the apple, like the moon, traveled a great circle around you 

and at the same time made one complete rotation on its axis.  Likewise, the moon while 

circumventing the earth in its orbit rotates on its axis at the same rate, always displaying the 

same face toward the earth. 

Forty-one percent of the moon’s surface is always visible while 41 percent has never 

been seen by man; the other 18 percent is visible in part depending on the season due to the 

position of the earth’s axis. 

Of course, we understand that the markings on the moon, which people imagine to be its 

face, are in reality the mountains, craters and plains.  One of these mountain ranges, called the 

Appennines, is estimated to be 18,000 feet high.  Because of the proximity of the moon, its 

surface has been studied and chartered in great detail.  Latin names have been applied to the 

many mountains, craters and seas (which are actually plains since there is no evidence of water 

on the satellite’s surface).  Photographs reveal the mountains and general landscape to be very 



rugged showing no signs of erosion.  For this and other reasons astronomers contend that there is 

neither water nor wind present. 

But our satellite is not the only moon in existence.  Several other planets also have 

attendants revolving about them as for example—Mars with its two moons; Jupiter which has 11, 

and Saturn with 10 large ones and several small satellites. 

The moon differs from the sun and the stars in that it does not produce its own light but 

simply acts like a mirror reflecting the sun’s rays.  Although the illuminating rays of the moon 

give one the impression that it is an excellent reflection it is far from the truth, for only 7 percent 

of the sun’s rays are reflected.  Imagine how light our night would be if 90 percent were reflected 

by a full moon! 

We too, like the moon, are by nature darkness, without light, and receive our light from 

the Son of Righteousness which is manifest in our lives but in principle.  Would that we were 

better reflectors casting more light round about us, for so often we resemble the new moon which 

cannot be seen. 

 “Praise Him whose sun doth bring the day, 

 The moon and stars His might display.” 
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